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Summary: 

MLA (Modern Language Association) style is most commonly used to write papers and cite sources within the liberal arts and humanities. This resource, updated to reflect the MLA Handbook (8th ed.), offers examples for the general format of MLA research papers, in-text citations, endnotes/footnotes, and the Works Cited page.
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In April 2016, MLA replaced its seventh edition resources with a new eighth edition. This updated version reflects the ways in which digital publication has changed how writers and researchers document sources. Therefore, the new edition includes significant shifts in the approach to source documentation in academic writing. While earlier editions emphasized the importance of following specific guidelines for formatting, the eighth edition focuses on the practice and process of scholarly documentation. The logic here is basic: a style guide should offer a method that is widely applicable. Rather than insisting that writers follow strict citation formulas, this handbook outlines the principles of MLA documentation and explains how writers can use them in many different situations.

For this reason, the new edition focuses on the writer’s strategy and individual decisions. Not all scholarly prose is the same, and every writer should evaluate her/his readers and determine how to best engage them. The writer’s goal should be to provide a document and list of sources that is easy for readers to use, so that the reading experience is informative and enjoyable.

Like earlier editions, this handbook includes information on evaluating sources, avoiding plagiarism, using quotations, constructing abbreviations, and other topics important to the scholarly writer. But what is different about the eighth edition is that it recommends a universal set of guidelines that writers can apply to any source, in any field. In the past, writers would create an entry in a works cited list by looking at MLA’s instructions for how to cite a specific type of source. For example, if you needed to cite a film, you would consult the handbook to see the proper format for documenting film. In this new edition, MLA explains that this method is no longer practical, since types of sources are sometimes undefinable, or accessible in more than one way (for instance, a YouTube clip from a film is not the same as the original film itself). Therefore, the eighth edition offers a new model for entries in a works cited list, so that rather than consulting the handbook for the proper way to document a specific type of source, the writer creates entries by consulting MLA’s list of core elements and compiling them in the recommended order.

Core elements are those basic pieces of information that should be common to all sources, from books to articles, from lectures to tweets. The MLA core elements are as follows:

	Author
	Number

	Title of source
	Publisher

	Title of container
	Publication date

	Other contributors
	Location

	Version
	 


If you have included these elements and assembled them in a way that makes sense to your readers, then your works cited entries will be consistent and thorough.

Look for updates to OWLs resources and more detailed information about changes to MLA guidelines coming soon.

Examples:
Since the eighth edition focuses on the principles of documenting sources, rather than on strict adherence to a particular format for each source, citations in this new edition vary only slightly from the old ways. When comparing works cited entries in the new eighth edition with the former seventh edition, see that differences in citation style are minimal; punctuation is streamlined, volume and issue numbers are identified as such, and there is no excess information such as city of publication or media type.

Note the differences in citing a print book with one author:

Eighth edition (the new way):

Jacobs, Alan. The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction. Oxford UP, 2011.

In this version, only the most essential information is included (author’s name, book title, publisher, and date). Note that the city of publication is not needed, and the medium of publication is eliminated.

Seventh edition (the old way):

Jacobs, Alan. The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2011. Print.

This version includes the city of publication (Oxford) and the medium (print), which the new eighth edition does not require.

The differences in citing an article from a scholarly journal:

Eighth edition:

Kincaid, Jamaica. “In History.” Callaloo, vol. 24, no. 2, Spring 2001, pp. 620-26.

This version identifies the volume (24), the number (2), and the page numbers (620-26) of the scholarly journal, rather than leaving those numbers without clear explanation. This helps readers best make sense of your citation and allows them to locate your source without getting bogged down with extra information or references that can be difficult to decipher. Also note that punctuation is simple; only commas separate the journal title, volume, number, date, and page numbers.

Seventh edition:

Kinkaid, Jamaica. “In History.” Callaloo 24.2 (Spring 2001): 620-26. Web.

This version includes the volume and number (24.2), and page numbers (620-26) of the journal, but does not explain those references. The seventh edition emphasized following a strict punctuation formula, such as parentheses around the date and the colon, while the new eighth edition focuses on providing this information in a more streamlined manner by using only commas to separate each component.

Takeaways:
If you are already familiar with traditional MLA citation methods, continue to use them in a more simplified form. Since the eighth edition emphasizes the writer’s freedom to create references based on the expectations of the audience, consider what your readers need to know if they want to find your source.

· Think of MLA style principles as flexible guides, rather than rules. Part of your responsibility as a writer is to evaluate your readers and decide what your particular audience needs to know about your sources.

· Your goal is to inform, persuade, and otherwise connect with your audience; error-free writing, along with trustworthy documentation, allows readers to focus on your ideas.

· In-text citations should look consistent throughout your paper. The principles behind in-text citations have changed very little from the seventh to the eighth editions.

· List of works cited/works consulted needs to include basic core information, such as author’s name, title of source, publication date, and other information, depending on the type of source. Each entry should be uniform and simple, but should give enough information so that your readers can locate your sources.

· These updated MLA guidelines are based on a simple theory: once you know the basic principles of style and citation, you can apply that knowledge widely, and generate useful documentation for any type of publication, in any field.

For a more detailed overview of how to cite sources using the eighth edition, see How to Cite Document Sources in MLA Style: An Overview.

https://www.mla.org/MLA-Style/What-s-New-in-the-Eighth-Edition 

What’s New in the Eighth Edition

The eighth edition of the MLA Handbook, published in 2016, rethinks documentation for an era of digital publication. The MLA now recommends a universal set of guidelines that writers can apply to any source and gives writers in all fields—from the sciences to the humanities—the tools to intuitively document sources. Learn more below about the changes to MLA guidelines.

The List of Works Cited

The eighth edition of the MLA Handbook introduces a new model for entries in the works-cited list, one that reflects recent changes in how works are published and consulted. Previously, a writer created an entry by following the MLA’s instructions for the source’s publication format (book, DVD, Web page, etc.). That approach has become impractical today, since publication formats are often combined (a song listened to online, for example, could have been taken from a record album released decades ago) or are undefinable.

In the new model, the work’s publication format is not considered. Instead of asking, “How do I cite a book [or DVD or Web page]?” the writer creates an entry by consulting the MLA’s list of core elements—facts common to most works—which are assembled in a specific order. The MLA core elements appear below:
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In the new model, then, the writer asks, “Who is the author? What is the title?” and so forth—regardless of the nature of the source.

Because of this fundamental change, the works-cited-list entries produced by the two approaches are different. Below are differences that might be overlooked by writers making the transition from the seventh edition.

Abbreviations

· Common terms in the works-cited list like editor, edited by, translator, and review of are no longer abbreviated. The eighth edition provides a shorter list of recommended abbreviations (96–97).

Authors

· When a source has three or more authors, only the first one shown in the source is normally given. It is followed by et al. (22). (Previously, the omission of coauthors was limited to sources with four or more authors and was presented as an option.)

Books and Other Printed Works

· Page numbers in the works-cited list (but not in in-text citations) are now preceded by p. or pp. (46).

· For books, the city of publication is no longer given, except in special situations (51).

Journals

· Issues of scholarly journals are now identified with, for instance, “vol. 64, no. 1” rather than “64.1” (39–40).

· If an issue of a scholarly journal is dated with a month or season, the month or season is now always cited along with the year (45).

Online Works

· The URL (without http:// or https://) is now normally given for a Web source. Angle brackets are not used around it (48, 110).

· The citing of DOIs (digital object identifiers) is encouraged (110).

· Citing the date when an online work was consulted is now optional (53).

· Placeholders for unknown information like n.d. (“no date”) are no longer used. If facts missing from a work are available in a reliable external resource, they are cited in square brackets (2.6.1). Otherwise, they are simply omitted.

Publishers

· Publishers’ names are now given in full, except that business words like Company (Co.) are dropped and, for academic presses, the abbreviations U, P, and UP are still used (97).

· A forward slash (/) now separates the names of copublishers (108).

· The kinds of publications that don’t require a publisher’s name are defined (42).

· When an organization is both author and publisher of a work, the organization’s name is now given only once, usually as the publisher (25). No author is stated.

Miscellaneous

· Full publication information is now given for widely used reference works. Page-number spans are given for articles in alphabetically arranged reference books in print. In other words, reference works are treated like other works and are no longer subject to exceptions.

· The medium of publication is no longer stated, except when it is needed for clarity (52).

In-Text Citations

The principles behind in-text citations in MLA style are unchanged. A few details have been added or clarified, though:

· For time-based media like video, times are now cited in the text (57).

· The use of my trans. to identify the writer’s translation of a non-English quotation is described (90–91).

· How to shorten long titles when they have to be included in a parenthetical citation is clarified (117–18).

· The common practice of documenting borrowings from Greek, Roman, and medieval works with part numbers, not page numbers alone, is described (122).

· The punctuation used when various items are combined in one parenthetical citation is summarized (126–27).

· Ways of formatting citations in research projects other than traditional papers are suggested (127–28).

Other Aspects of Writing

Following are new points that concern the writing in a research project:

· When the title of a periodical (journal, magazine, newspaper) begins with an article (A, An, The), the article is now treated as part of the title: the article is italicized and its first letter capitalized. For example, the handbook previously specified “the Georgia Review” in text and “Georgia Review” in the works-cited list but now specifies “The Georgia Review” in all contexts.

· For works in a language not written in the Latin alphabet, writers must choose between giving titles and quotations in romanization or in the language’s writing system (74, 91).

· Two forward slashes (//) mark stanza breaks in run-in quotations of verse (78).

· If a block quotation of prose contains internal paragraphing, the first line of the quotation now begins without a paragraph indention even if one is present in the source (77).

https://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/mla-8/mla-7-vs-mla-8/ 

Key differences in MLA 8th Edition

 1. One standard citation format that applies to every source type

In previous editions of the MLA Handbook, researchers were required to locate the citation format for the source that they used. For example, if a magazine was used, researchers needed to locate the specific citation format for periodicals. Due to the various ways that information is now received, in books, websites, lectures, tweets, Facebook posts, etc, it has become unrealistic for MLA to create citation formats for every source type. Now, there is one standard, universal format that researchers can use to create their citations.

 2. Inclusion of “containers” in citations. 

Containers are the elements that “hold” the source. For example, if a television episode is watched on Netflix, Netflix is the container. Both the title of the source and its container are included in a citation.

 3. The ability to use pseudonyms for author names

It is now acceptable to use online handles or screen names in place of authors’ names.

Example:

@WSJ. “Generation X went from the most successful in terms of homeownership rates in 2004 to the least successful by 2015.” Twitter, 8 Apr. 2016, 4:30 p.m., twitter.com/WSJ/status/718532887830753280

 4. Adding the abbreviations vol. and no. to magazine and journal article citations.

In MLA 7, there was no indication that the numbers in periodical citations referred to the volume and issue numbers.

Example of a journal article citation in MLA 7:

DelGuidice, Margaux. “When a Leadership Opportunity Knocks, Answer!” Library Media Connection 30.2 (2011): 48-49. Print

An example of a journal article citation in MLA 8:

DelGuidice, Margaux. “When a Leadership Opportunity Knocks, Answer!” Library Media Connection, vol. 30, no. 2, 2011, pp. 48-49.

 5. Inclusion of URLS 

In previous versions of the MLA handbook, it was up to the discretion of the instructor whether URLs should be included in a citation. In MLA 8, it is highly recommended to include a URL in the citation. Even if it becomes outdated, it is still possible to trace the information online from an older URL.

Omit “http://” or “https://” from the URL when including it in the citation.

 6. Omitting the publisher from some source types 

It is not necessary to include the publisher for periodicals or for a web site when the name of the site matches the name of the publisher. For periodicals, the name of the publisher is generally insignificant.

 7. Omitting the city of publication 

In previous versions of the MLA handbook, researchers included the city where the publisher was located. Today, this information generally serves little purpose and the city of publication can often be omitted.

Only include the city of publication if the version of the source differs when published in a different country (Example: British editions of books versus versions printed in the United States).

Features that have not changed, and are the same as MLA 7:

•The overall principles of citing and plagiarism

•The use of in-text citations and works cited pages

EasyBib will feature updated guides and resources to help you cite your sources in MLA 8. Check back soon for updates!

MLA 2017
DOCUMENTATION STYLES:

	MLA
	Modern Language Association
	Liberal Arts, English, humanities

	APA
	American Psychological Association
	Social Sciences (psychology, communication)

	Chicago
	Chicago Manual of Style
	History, Arts

	
	
	

	APSA
	American Political Science Association
	Political Science

	CSE
	Council of Science Editors
	Natural Sciences

	IEEE
	Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
	Engineering & Computer Science

	
	link to other styles:
	http://writingcenter.tamu.edu/Students/Guides/Alphabetical/Citing/Citation-Styles-(with-Web-Links) 


	WHY DOCUMENT:

· College:

· college students are expected to adhere to and apply high standards in writing and research

· this entails not only communicating clearly and effectively, but also properly documenting sources – the sources of words and ideas

· Conversation:

· when we research, we are entering into a conversation

· with the past, present, and future –

· past:  with the source & with all those who have researched this subject

· present:  with current readers of our work

· future:  with future researchers on this subject

· we are exchanging ideas

· we are adding to the pool of knowledge on this subject

· we are correcting, amending, modifying, improving, adjusting, updating, ….

· Credibility (Ethos):

· when we properly document our sources, we build our ethos as writers

· we demonstrate RESPECT

· respect for ourselves as scholars, writers, students, researchers

· respect for our school, institution whose educational reputation is in the balance

· respect for subject

· respect for the source, the author/s of the source




	HOW to TAKE NOTES:

· record the following information

· RE: SOURCE—

· Author

· Title (full title)

· Source

· Publisher

· Dates

· Page numbers

· URLs

· RE:  MATERIAL—

· record notes with

· note cards

· note book

· digital notebook

· accentuate material with

· highlighter 

· colored ink pen

· digital highlighter

· HOW to INTEGRATE MATERIAL:
· “Direct Quote”

· quotation marks

· exact words

· word for word (verbatim)

· *cite

· Paraphrasing

· quotation marks only around exact words

· in your own words

· longer – as long as the source

· *cite

· Summary

· concise restatement of the main idea

· gist,  essence, nub, point, kernel

· in your own words

· *cite




HOW to EVALUATE a SOURCE:

· Relevance—

· relevance to your subject 

· to your approach to your subject

· to your argument, purpose

· Credibility—

· trustworthiness, reliability, believability, dependability, responsibility, honesty

· author:
· his/her credentials & qualifications re: this subject

· his/her academic and/or professional reputation in this field

· publication:
· its bias, agenda

· its viewpoint, purpose, goal
· source:

· who’s paying for this content

· who’s sponsoring this material or space

· what’s their agenda

· what are they selling

· what is their viewpoint on this issue

· URL endings:

· .com (commercial use)

· .edu (educational use)

· .gov (governmental use)

· .mil (military use)

· .org (organizational use)

· *We CANNOT create a “rule of thumb” regarding the reliability and credibility of a source based solely on its URL.

· That would be an overgeneralization fallacy.

· Instead, researchers must employ their critical reading skills to determine the suitability of a source.

CORE ELEMENTS
	Author.
	· 0 author:  leave blank, go to next element

· 1 author: Last, First + period

· 2 authors:  Last, First, and First Last + period

· 3+ authors:  Last, First, et al + period

· Editor of Anthologies:  Last, First, editor + period

· Movie Director:  Last, First, director + period
· *do NOT include PROFESSIONAL DEGREES 

· no PhD, MD, Dr., Fr.

	Title of Source.
	· Quotation Marks:

· part of a whole (“short”)

· articles, chapters, blog entries

· songs, TV or radio episodes, 1-act plays

· short stories, essays, short poems, photographs
· *Facebook & Twitter titles = 

· 1st line of the post

· no capital letters except 1st word (& any necessary words)

· Quotation Marks + period

· Italics:

· the whole; self-contained work (“long”)

· magazines, journals, newspapers

· books, databases, Web sites

· movies, TV shows, video games

· court cases, compact discs/albums

· long (epic) poems, plays, novels

· brochures, pamphlets

· work of art, sculpture, paintings

· ships, trains, aircraft, spacecraft 

· + period

· *period = INSIDE the Quotation Marks

	CONTAINER
	· “contains” a number of works

· “contains this source

· gives information re: where & how the source can be found

· *DATABASES contain 2 Containers

· 7 parts 

	Title of Container,
	· italicized + comma
· journal, magazine, newspaper, book, site

· + comma

	Other Contributors,
	· not abbreviated + comma

· roles other than Author = 

· editor, translator, illustrator, narrator, director, performer
· + comma

	Version,
	· revised, updated, special editions
· numbered edition (ordinal number + ed.)

· special edition of work, movie, video game (Collector’s Edition)(Director’s Cut)
· software or phone app version (Version 6.1.2)
· + comma

	Number,
	· volume and issue
· vol. + comma + no. + comma (vol.11, no.22,)

· or season & episode of TV shows (season 10, episode 3,)

· + comma

	Publisher,
	· Books—

· abbreviate “University Press” as UP
· omit words/abbreviations for Co., Inc., Corp., Ltd.

· Sites—

· publisher, school, sponsoring organization

· omit publisher for journals, newspapers

· omit publisher for personal blogs

· omit publisher for site with the same name

· + comma

	Publication Date,
	· *DATE of PUBLICATION
· latest date of publication (revised, edited)

· *FORMAT =

· Day Month Year

· Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., May, June, July, Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec.

· *DATE of ACCESS:  

· for works frequently updates

· or, for works with no visible Date of Publication

· *after the URL

· ACCESSED + date + period 

· *COMMENTS: (to online articles or posts)
· often include time of post, too

· 13 Sept. 2016, 11:47 a.m.,

· + comma

	Location.
	· Page Numbers—

· “p.” for page or “pp.” for pages
· in a range of pages, limit the 2nd number to 2 digits (132-45)

· ONLINE SOURCES:

· *E-books—

· no “Kindle” or “Nook” needed

· no page number (as they vary by device)

· use chapter # (ch.4) or part # (part 6)

· Web Sites—

a) DOI (Digital Object Identifier)
· doi + colon + number + period

b) permalink

· under the “share” button
c) URL (Universal Resource Locator)
· do not use shortened link

· do not use “http://” for any URL

· do not use <carets> around any URL

· *break URLs after single slash (/) only

· + period


BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION TEMPLATE:

	Author.
	

	Title of Source.
	

	CONTAINER
	

	Title of container,
	

	Other contributors,
	

	Version,
	 


	Number,
	 


	Publisher,
	 


	Publication date,
	 


	Location.
	 



WORKS CITED BASICS

· Reverse Indent each source

· do not indent line #1

· indent lines 2+

· Alphabetize the list

· do not use bullets (to separate each source)

· do not use numbers (to order the list)

· if the source has NO AUTHOR—

· do not alphabetize by “a, an, the” (that start an article title)

· list numbers before letters (if the article starts with a number)

· continue the pagination
· in the upper right corner

· CAPITALIZE the major words in a title

	ALWAYS Capitalize 
	Do NOT Capitalize

	· First & Last Words
· Nouns, Pronouns, 
· Verbs (Is, Am, Are)
· Adjectives, Adverbs
· Subordinating Conjunctions 
· Long Prepositions (5+ letters)
· **EVEN IF they are not capitalized in the original
	· Definite Articles (a, an, the)
· Coordinating Conjunctions (and, but, yet, or, nor, for, so) 
· Short Prepositions (in, on, of, up, next)
· ** UNLESS they Begin or End a title


· DATES in MLA:

· Format =

· Day Month Year

· Abbreviations =

· Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., May, June, July, Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec.

· QUOTATION MARKS vs. ITALICS

	“QUOTATION MARKS”:
	ITALICS:

	· articles, chapters
· television or radio episodes
· essays, short stories, novellas
· short poems, 1-act plays
· photographs
· blog entries, social media posts

· songs
	· books, databases 
· scholarly journals, magazines
· newspapers, Web sites 
· movies, TV shows, video games
· pamphlets, brochures, novels 
· epic poems, plays
· work of art, paintings, sculptures
· ships, trains, aircraft, spacecraft
· court cases, compact discs/albums


· 9 CORE PARTS of a BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION
1) Author.

2) Title of the Source.

3) Title of the Container,

4) Other Contributors,

5) Version,

6) Number,

7) Publisher,

8) Publication Date,

9) Location.

· EXCEPTIONS:

· *DATABASES

· 2 “containers”

· #3-9 = repeated (1 for the Original Publisher & 1 for the Database)

· *GOVERNMENT SOURCES:
· starts with the government + comma + departments, agencies, bureaus.

· (as Corporate Authors)

· United States, Dept. of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

· What if there is an Author?  (By John Smith.???)
A Page on a Web Site

“Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview.” WebMD, 25 Sept. 2014, www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/tc/athletes-foot-topic-overview.
Article in an Online-only Scholarly Journal
Dolby, Nadine. “Research in Youth Culture and Policy: Current Conditions and Future Directions.” Social Work and Society: The International Online-Only Journal, vol. 6, no. 2, 2008, www.socwork.net/sws/article/ view/60/362. Accessed 20 May 2009.

An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic Subscription Service)

Alonso, Alvaro, and Julio A. Camargo. "Toxicity of Nitrite to Three Species of Freshwater Invertebrates." Environmental Toxicology, vol. 21, no. 1, 3 Feb. 2006, pp. 90-94. Wilely, Wiley Online Library, doi: 10.1002/tox.20155.

A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection
Burns, Robert. "Red, Red Rose." 100 Best-Loved Poems, edited by Philip Smith, Dover, 1995, p. 26.
Article in a Reference Book (e.g. Encyclopedias, Dictionaries)

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed., 1997.

A Government Publication
United States, Dept. of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. “Ebola.” CDC.gov. HHS, 2013. www.cdc.gov/diseases/ebola.html.

A Page on a Web Site

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by the information covered above for entire Web sites. If the publisher is the same as the website name, only list it once.

"Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview." WebMD, 25 Sept. 2014, www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/tc/athletes-foot-topic-overview.

Lundman, Susan. "How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727_make-vegetarian-chili.html. Accessed 6 July 2015.

An Article in an Online Scholarly Journal
For all online scholarly journals, provide the author(s) name(s), the name of the article in quotation marks, the title of the publication in italics, all volume and issue numbers, and the year of publication. Include a URL, DOI, or permalink to help readers locate the source. 

Article in an Online-only Scholarly Journal
MLA requires a page range for articles that appear in Scholarly Journals. If the journal you are citing appears exclusively in an online format (i.e. there is no corresponding print publication) that does not make use of page numbers, indicate the URL or other location information.

Dolby, Nadine. “Research in Youth Culture and Policy: Current Conditions and Future Directions.” Social Work and Society: The International Online-Only Journal, vol. 6, no. 2, 2008, www.socwork.net/sws/article/view/60/362. Accessed 20 May 2009.

Article in an Online Scholarly Journal That Also Appears in Print
Cite articles in online scholarly journals that also appear in print as you would a scholarly journal in print, including the page range of the article. Provide the URL and the date of access.

Wheelis, Mark. "Investigating Disease Outbreaks Under a Protocol to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention." Emerging Infectious Diseases, vol. 6, no. 6, 2000, pp. 595-600, wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/6/6/00-0607_article. Accessed 8 Feb. 2009.

An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic Subscription Service)

Cite articles from online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, ScienceDirect) and other subscription services as containers. Thus, provide the title of the database italicized before the DOI or URL. If a DOI is not provided, use the URL instead. Provide the date of access if you wish.

Alonso, Alvaro, and Julio A. Camargo. "Toxicity of Nitrite to Three Species of Freshwater Invertebrates." Environmental Toxicology, vol. 21, no. 1, 3 Feb. 2006, pp. 90-94. Wiley Online Library, doi: 10.1002/tox.20155.

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-96. ProQuest, doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966. Accessed 27 May 2009.

A YouTube Video

Video and audio sources need to be documented using the same basic guidelines for citing print sources in MLA style. Include as much descriptive information as necessary to help readers understand the type and nature of the source you are citing. If the author’s name is the same as the uploader, only cite the author once. If the author is different from the uploaded, cite the author’s name before the title.

 “8 Hot Dog Gadgets put to the Test.” YouTube, uploaded by Crazy Russian Hacker, 6 Jun. 2016, www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBlpjSEtELs.

McGonigal, Jane. “Gaming and Productivity.” YouTube, uploaded by Big Think, 3 July 2012, www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkdzy9bWW3E.

A Song or Album

Music can be cited multiple ways. Mainly, this depends on the container that you accessed the music from. Generally, citations begin with the artist name. They might also be listed by composers or performers. Otherwise, list composer and performer information after the album title. Put individual song titles in quotation marks. Album names are italicized. Provide the name of the recording manufacturer followed by the publication date.

If information such as record label or name of album is unavailable from your source, do not list that information.

Spotify 
Rae Morris. “Skin.” Cold, Atlantic Records, 2014, Spotify, open.spotify.com/track/0OPES3Tw5r86O6fudK8gxi.

Online Album
Beyoncé. “Pray You Catch Me.” Lemonade, Parkwood Entertainment, 2016, www.beyonce.com/album/lemonade-visual-album/.

CD 
Nirvana. "Smells Like Teen Spirit." Nevermind, Geffen, 1991.

Films or Movies
List films by their title. Include the name of the director, the film studio or distributor, and the release year. If relevant, list performer names after the director's name.

The Usual Suspects. Directed by Bryan Singer, performances by Kevin Spacey, Gabriel Byrne, Chazz Palminteri, Stephen Baldwin, and Benecio del Toro, Polygram, 1995.

To emphasize specific performers or directors, begin the citation with the name of the desired performer or director, followed by the appropriate title for that person.

Lucas, George, director. Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope. Twentieth Century Fox, 1977.

Television Shows
Recorded Television Episodes
Cite recorded television episodes like films (see above). Begin with the episode name in quotation marks. Follow with the series name in italics. When the title of the collection of recordings is different than the original series (e.g., the show Friends is in DVD release under the title Friends: The Complete Sixth Season), list the title that would help researchers to locate the recording. Give the distributor name followed by the date of distribution.

"The One Where Chandler Can't Cry." Friends: The Complete Sixth Season, written by Andrew Reich and Ted Cohen, directed by Kevin Bright, Warner Brothers, 2004.

Broadcast TV or Radio Program
Begin with the title of the episode in quotation marks. Provide the name of the series or program in italics. Also include the network name, call letters of the station followed by the date of broadcast and city.

"The Blessing Way." The X-Files. Fox, WXIA, Atlanta, 19 Jul. 1998.

Netflix, Hulu, Google Play
Generally, when citing a specific episode, follow the format below.

“94 Meetings.” Parks and Recreation, season 2, episode 21, NBC, 29 Apr. 2010. Netflix, www.netflix.com/watch/70152031?trackId=200256157&tctx=0%2C20%2C0974d361-27cd-44de-9c2a-2d9d868b9f64-12120962.

Digital Files (PDFs, MP3s, JPEGs)

Determine the type of work to cite (e.g., article, image, sound recording) and cite appropriately. End the entry with the name of the digital format (e.g., PDF, JPEG file, Microsoft Word file, MP3). If the work does not follow traditional parameters for citation, give the author’s name, the name of the work, the date of creation, and the location.

Beethoven, Ludwig van. Moonlight Sonata. Crownstar, 2006.

Smith, George. “Pax Americana: Strife in a Time of Peace.” 2005. Microsoft Word file.

Council of Writing Program Administrators, National Council of Teachers of English, and National Writing Project. Framework for Success in Postsecondary Writing. CWPA, NCTE, and NWP, 2011, wpacouncil.org/files/framework-for-success-postsecondary-writing.pdf.

Anthology or Collection (e.g. Collection of Essays)

To cite the entire anthology or collection, list by editor(s) followed by a comma and "editor" or, for multiple editors, "editors." This sort of entry is somewhat rare. If you are citing a particular piece within an anthology or collection (more common), see A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection below.

Hill, Charles A., and Marguerite Helmers, editors. Defining Visual Rhetorics. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2004.

Peterson, Nancy J., editor. Toni Morrison: Critical and Theoretical Approaches. Johns Hopkins UP, 1997.

A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection
Works may include an essay in an edited collection or anthology, or a chapter of a book. The basic form is for this sort of citation is as follows:

Last name, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection, edited by Editor's Name(s), Publisher, Year, Page range of entry.

Some examples:

Harris, Muriel. "Talk to Me: Engaging Reluctant Writers." A Tutor's Guide: Helping Writers One to One, edited by Ben Rafoth, Heinemann, 2000, pp. 24-34.

Swanson, Gunnar. "Graphic Design Education as a Liberal Art: Design and Knowledge in the University and The 'Real World.'" The Education of a Graphic Designer, edited by Steven Heller, Allworth Press, 1998, pp. 13-24.

Poem or Short Story Examples:

Burns, Robert. "Red, Red Rose." 100 Best-Loved Poems, edited by Philip Smith, Dover, 1995, p. 26.

Kincaid, Jamaica. "Girl." The Vintage Book of Contemporary American Short Stories, edited by Tobias Wolff, Vintage, 1994, pp. 306-07.

If the specific literary work is part of the author's own collection (all of the works have the same author), then there will be no editor to reference:

Whitman, Walt. "I Sing the Body Electric." Selected Poems. Dover, 1991, pp. 12-19. 

Carter, Angela. "The Tiger's Bride." Burning Your Boats: The Collected Stories. Penguin, 1995, pp. 154-69.

Article in a Reference Book (e.g. Encyclopedias, Dictionaries)

For entries in encyclopedias, dictionaries, and other reference works, cite the piece as you would any other work in a collection but do not include the publisher information. Also, if the reference book is organized alphabetically, as most are, do not list the volume or the page number of the article or item.

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed., 1997.

The Bible
Italicize “The Bible” and follow it with the version you are using. Remember that your in-text (parenthetical citation) should include the name of the specific edition of the Bible, followed by an abbreviation of the book, the chapter and verse(s). (See Citing the Bible at In-Text Citations: The Basics.)

The Bible. Authorized King James Version, Oxford UP, 1998.

The Bible. The New Oxford Annotated Version, 3rd ed., Oxford UP, 2001.

The New Jerusalem Bible. Edited by Susan Jones, Doubleday, 1985.

A Government Publication
Cite the author of the publication if the author is identified. Otherwise, start with the name of the national government, followed by the agency (including any subdivisions or agencies) that serves as the organizational author. For congressional documents, be sure to include the number of the Congress and the session when the hearing was held or resolution passed as well as the report number. US government documents are typically published by the Government Printing Office.

United States, Congress, Senate, Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearing on the Geopolitics of Oil. Government Printing Office, 2007. 110th Congress, 1st session, Senate Report 111-8.

 United States, Government Accountability Office. Climate Change: EPA and DOE Should Do More to Encourage Progress Under Two Voluntary Programs. Government Printing Office, 2006.
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2 Basic Parts:

1) Author 

· (just the Last Name)

2) Page Number

· no “p.” or “pp” for page numbers 

· just the numeral

· (Smith 679).

· *no punctuation between…ordinarily

· BONUS INFO:

· Sometimes it is necessary to include more information than the 2 Basic Parts—

· 2+ works by the SAME AUTHOR

· Last Name + comma + Source

· (Smith, “Causes of Depression” 213).

· Smith, “Overcoming Depression” 89).

· 2+ authors with the SAME LAST NAME

· 1st initial + period + Last Name

· (B. Clinton 98).

· (H. Clinton 114).

· Source with 2 AUTHORS

· Last Name + and + Last Name

· (not an ampersand &)

· (Lewis and Clark 557).
· Source with 3+ AUTHORS

· Last Name of the 1st author indicated in the source + et al.
· (“and others”)

· the “al” needs a period because it is an abbreviation

· (Jeter, et al. 891).

· Source with NO AUTHOR

· use the next item in the Bibliographic Citation (on the Works Cited page)
· usually it is the “Article Title” (could be the Book Title)

· the title can be shortened/truncated if it is too long (as long as it does not create confusion with another title)

· (“The Causes and Effects of Fibromyalgia” 45).

· DIFFERENT LOCATION INFO:

· Sometimes a source has NO PAGE NUMBERS—

· Numbered paragraphs, chapters, sections
· Last Name + comma + par.#

· Last name + comma + ch.#

· Last Name + comma + sec.#

· (Smith, par.5).
· (Smith, pars.1-3).

· (Wesson, ch.2).

· (Jones, secs.7-8).

· *if the source has NO NUMBERED paragraphs or sections
· Then you cannot use these indicators

· Instead, describe the location in the LEAD-IN EXPRESSION—

· In the third paragraph of Ebert’s review, ….
· Under the subheading ‘Symptons,’….

· VIDEOS—

· use the TIME CODE for video locations

· hour + colon + minute + colon + second

· (Fight Club 00:54:23).

a comma





Suddenly, there’s a comma!








