BAD WRITING
Non-standard Standard Written English
Informal Writing

· Do not write as you speak or text.

· Do not write essays as you would emails, texts, or tweets to friends.

· Avoid clichés and pat expressions.
	ERRORS
	EXPLANATIONS

	· Due to the fact of/that

· The fact that

· On account of
	· these are examples of unnecessary wordiness

· alternatives: since, because, due to

	· Reason why
	· just “reason”

· reason why = redundant

· (no reason where or how)

	· Then/than
	· than for comparison

· then for “next” or if-then

	· Defiantly/Definitely
	· “defiantly” is often mistakenly used for “definitely”
· defiantly = disobediently, rebelliously

· definitely = certainly, absolutely

· Spell Check cannot help you here

	· UR
	· no text-messaging abbreviations/shorthand

	· Everyone-their
	· faulty pronoun agreement
· everyone = singular indefinite pronoun

· their = plural possessive pronoun
· use her/his

· or change your subject to a plural word

	· Apostrophes for plural
	· apostrophes show possession

· nouns are made plural with –s or -es

	· Way better, way more
	· don’t use “way” as an intensifier

	· I believe, I feel
	· of course you do; that is why your name is on the top of the paper

	· Last but not least
	· 

	· In today’s day and age
	· 

	· Rhetorical questions (“you”)
	· 

	· There, there, they’re 

· Here, hear

· Your, you’re
	· Spell Check cannot help you

· So learn them

· Proofread

	· Cannot
	· one word, not two

· unlike did not or should not

	· Things, stuff, a lot
	· poor diction, poor word choice
· not specific, not descriptive

· too informal

	· Well
	· as a transition at the start of a sentence

· too informal

	· Irregardless
	· not a word
· like snuck, a part of our poor speech

	· You (second person POV)
	· do not directly address the reader in your essays
· exception = directive Process-Analysis essay

· 3rd person usually

· 1st person in opinion or autobiographical work

	· -wise or –like suffixes
	· Ex:  price-wise, grade-wise
· choose more appropriate words

· in terms of, with regard to

· or adverb

· academically, scholastically

· do not add –speaking suffix (academically-speaking)

	· Snuck
	· sneak = regular verb

· maintains its original form throughout

· merely receives –ed

· sneaked

	· Clichés, pat expressions
	· 

	· Thesaurus-itus
	· 

	· It’s/Its
	· it’s = contraction
· it is

· it has

· its = possessive pronoun

· only nouns need apostrophes to be made possessive

· possessive pronouns are “born” possessive

· since you should not use contractions in formal academic writing, you should not have a problem here

	· Would be 
	· simply use “is” or “are”
· save “would be” for conditionals

· would be:  if what?

	· Pet peeve(s)
	· annoyance, grievance, irritation

	· Like
	· used as a suffix, rather the proper adjective
· instead of “for instance”

· instead of “such as”

· instead of “as”

	· Etc.
	· never use, too informal
· not necessary with “such as”

	· Being as a verb
	· “the truth is”

· rather than “the truth being”

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Clichés, Pat Expressions, & Slang:

· last but not least

· all walks of life 

· all the bells & whistles

· leaps and bounds 

· behind the eight ball 

· leave no stone unturned 

· bitter end 

· lock, stock, and barrel 

· calm before the storm 

· long arm of the law 

· in the long run

· checkered career/past 

· chomping at the bit 

· never a dull moment 

· cool as a cucumber 

· nipped in the bud 

· cry over spilled milk 

· patience of Job 

· fall on deaf ears 

· paying the piper 

· give the devil his due 

· selling like hot cakes 

· hook, line, & sinker 

· stick out like a sore thumb  

· by hook or crook 

· whirlwind tour 

· in the nick of time 

· winds of change 

· sands of time 

· march of history 

· from time immemorial 

· in the same boat 

· writing on the wall

· pros and cons

· pet peeves

· watch like a hawk

· follow like a puppy
· spoiled rotten

· take your sweet time

· with a grain of salt
· go the extra mile
· from point A to point B
· highway & byways

· spitting image of

· to a T

· vice-versa

· pimped out
· back in the day

· chilling
· hanging out

· day in & out
· go ballistic, go crazy
< http://www.clichesite.com/ >
