“THE THINGS THEY CARRIED”
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TUNNELS:
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“Tunnel Rats”: [image: image10.png]
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Tim O'Brien's Official Website | You Tube excerpt relating Vietnam images to O'Brien's story | 

Other General Resources:
· Brown University Writing Vietnam project 

· PBS The American Experience: Vietnam Online | PBS Battlefield Vietnam 

· SUNY at Buffalo: Dr. Willburn's page on costs of the Vietnam War, for The Things They Carried - Best Sellers course 

· Vassar College Vietnam Wars 1945-1975 

Online Articles
· Catherine Calloway's "'How To Tell a True War Story': Metafiction in 'The Things They Carried'" (essay in Critique: Studies in Contemporary Fiction, June 1995). 

· Dave Kiernan's review of Mark Taylor's Vietnam War in History, Literature, and Film (U Alabama Press 2003). 

· Tim O'Brien's Commencement Address 1999, includes audio, Writing vietnman 

· Jacquelyn Posek's "The Paradox of Necessity in Tim O'Brien's 'The Things They Carried'" (1997 essay) 

· John H. Timmerman's  "Tim O'Brien and the Art of the True War Story: "Night March" and "Speaking of Courage" (essay in Twentieth Century Literature, Spring 2000) 

· Lynn Wharton's "Tim O'Brien and American National Identity: A Vietnam Veteran's Imagined Self in The Things They Carried" (essay in 49th Parallel: An Interdisciplinary Journal of North American Studies) - paper given at a conference on National Identities, held at King Alfred College, Winchester, England, in September 1999 

Articles/books available from databases, library catalogue, or stacks: (in progress)
Biography and Other Works: 

· O'Brien biography link, recommended by O'Brien | Profile from Ploughshares, recommended by O'Brien | An audio interview (2004) 

· Tim O'Brien's "How To Tell a True War Story" from The Things They Carried. 

Stories are for joining the past to the future. Stories are for those late hours in the night when you can't remember how you got from where you were to where you are. Stories are for eternity, when memory is erased, when there is nothing to remember except the story. --Tim O'Brien--
“EVELINE” loaded down with Groceries & Guilt:
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http://www.examiner.com/book-club-in-sacramento/book-club-101-tim-o-brien-s-the-things-they-carried-a-banned-book
THINGS WE CARRY

SOLDIERS = HUMANITY: moving through the “jungle” of life, life = war
They moved like mules. By daylight they took sniper fire, at night they were mortared, but it was not battle, it was just the endless march, village to village, without purpose, nothing won or lost. They marched for the sake of the march. They plodded along slowly, dumbly, leaning forward against the heat, unthinking, all blood and bone, simple grunts, soldiering with their legs, toiling up the hills and down into the paddies and across the rivers and up again and down, just humping, one step and then the next and then another, but no volition, no will, because it was automatic, it was anatomy, and the war was entirely a matter of posture and carriage, the hump was everything, a kind of inertia, a kind of emptiness, a dullness of desire and intellect and conscience and hope and human sensibility. Their principles were in their feet. Their calculations were biological. They had no sense of strategy or mission. They searched the villages without knowing what to look for, nor caring, kicking over jars of rice, frisking children and old men, blowing tunnels, sometimes setting fires and sometimes not, then forming up and moving on to the next village, then other villages, where it would always be the same. They carried their own lives. The pressures were enormous.
BOOK BAGS at SCHOOL = Rucksacks:
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RUNNERS @ MARATHONS (esp. Mile 25):
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DRIVING WHILE DISTRACTED:
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DANGEROUS DISTRACTIONS @ WORK:
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Distracted Cops article[image: image27.wmf]
OTHER STORIES:

EVELINE:

· emotional baggage

· loaded w/guilt, frustration, regret, fear,…

· weighed down, bent over

· brain

· memory

· fantasy

· “Imagination is a killer.”

· Frank & Eveline + Martha & Jimmy

· unrequited love

· not love

· just “someone” to have

· used

· objectified

· to get you through the night

ANTIGONE, EVELINE:

· own worst enemy

· rationalization

· “Imagination is a killer.”

· self-deception

· self-medication

ANTIGONE:

· Creon = Jimmy Cross

· resolution to be more firm

· to go by the book

· to be a good officer

· B/C let personal interfere, feelings

LOTTERY:

· Gothic

· religion 

· rituals

· democracy

· hypocrisy

· juxtaposition

· corruption of youth

· lottery to go into tunnels – win but lose

EVERYDAY USE:

· heritage

· & the glorification of heritage 

· as a defense mechanism

OCB:

· “Bitter Bierce”

· hypocrisy 

· dream time

· Gothic

WORN PATH:

· myth

· Black freedom

· death motifs

· hypocrisy

ROSE for EMILY:

· hypocrisy

· Gothic

· anchored to past/ancestral voice

· small town

· resistance to change

WRUG?:

· myth

· Gothic

· hypocrisy 

· corruptin of youth

· new gods

· mask






