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SYLLABUS PACKET—SPRING 2016
	Course Title:
	Writing about Literature
	Instructor:
	Dr. Housenick

	Course/Section:
	ENG 104-WB5
	Office Room:
	#924-W

	Department:
	English
	Office Phone:
	740-0618

	Classes:

Room:
	Thursday Night, 6:00pm-9:25
#WBC 110
	Office Hours:
	MWF (10:00-11:00)

	Credits/Lecture:
	3 credits, 3 lecture hours
	
	and    By Appointment

	Web site:
	http://academic.luzerne.edu/shousenick
	e-mail:
	shousenick@luzerne.edu


I. Prerequisites: 
These include completion of ENG 101.
II. Course Description:
This reading- and writing-intensive course is designed to develop awareness of literature as being central to all arts, to increase levels of literacy and critical faculties, and to broaden understanding of the human condition. Students will develop writing, research, and critical thinking skills through diverse reading assignments, writing assignments, and class discussion. By reading poetry, short/long fiction, and drama, students learn how to analyze what they have read. To assist them towards this end, students will apply literary terms as they respond to the literature. In addition, students will support their analysis and assert their conclusions through careful and well-documented research using the citation methods of the Modern Language Association (MLA).
III. Course Goals:
This course provides students the opportunity: 

1. to learn and use basic vocabulary of literary terms necessary for the interpretation of literature;
2. to discuss literature toward the aim of written interpretation;
3. to understand that literature is a reflection of an author’s attitudes, conflicts, and feelings;
4. to recognize and use such methods of writing as annotation, explication,  interpretation and comparative literature;
5.
to be able to use the major facilities, services, and tools of the college library;
6.
to utilize methods of documentation using Modern Language Association guidelines.


IV. STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES and OUTCOMES:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able:

Goal 1:

1a. to define essential literary terms such as plot, character, point of view, setting, 

      theme, style, climax, motivation, foreshadowing, imagery, symbolism, irony, 

     denouement;
1b. to identify literary elements in selected readings presented through class discussion;
1c.  to identify literary elements in selected readings presented through essays of

       varying length;
Goal 2:

         
2a. to read selections from short/long nonfiction prose, poetry or drama;
         
2b. to analyze literary works through classroom discussion and written responses;
Goal 3:

         
3a. to research author background and historical reference of a literary work;
Goal 4:

4a. to translate a literary topic into a thesis statement;
4b. to plan a unified, coherent and effective development of the thesis within an

      appropriate rhetorical method;
4c. to support the thesis using specific evidence and concrete detail;
Goal 5:

5a. to search for supporting materials to include in writing assignments from library holdings;
      
5b. to use non-print indexes to locate articles for use in writing;
      
5c. to use search engines and online databases to locate electronic sources for use in     

             writing;
5d. to increase information literacy via the major facilities, services, and tools of the college library; 

5e. to judge the scholarly value of data; 

5f. to utilize professional databases for scholarly research; 

5g. to recognize and employ quotations, summaries, and paraphrases; 

5h. to identify and avoid plagiarism

Goal 6:
      
6a. to write an interpretive theme, which is documented utilizing current MLA 

               guidelines. 

6b. to employ properly quotations, summaries, and paraphrases; 

6c. to avoid plagiarism by adhering to proper MLA format.
V. SEQUENCE of TOPICS:  
1. Drama
A. Elements of Drama

B. Ives, Sophocles 
C. Drama Essay

2.  Fiction
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A. Writing About Literature

B. Elements of Fiction

B. Short Story

C. Short Story Presentations

D. Short Story Essay

3. Poetry
A. Elements of Poetry

B. Poetry Presentations

C. Poetry Essay
5. Research methods
A. print & non-print sources

B. MLA documentation format

	** ALL essays will be submitted to TURNITIN.COM to guarantee authenticity.

** NO work will be accepted after the final day of class.


VI. Assessment and Grading:
The following are acceptable assessment methods for this course:

(1) Minimum word count of 750-1000 words per assignment for explication, interpretation, and comparative literature. 

(2) Minimum word count of 1500 words per final, documented paper.

(3) 3-5 abstracts of researched articles per semester.

(4) outlines

(5) drafts

(5) quizzes

(6) tests

(7) journals

(8) group and individual projects

(9) participation

(10) portfolio

VII. Grading Scale:

	Grading Scale: (course) (no - grade)


	A.....90-100 
(no A+ grade)

	B.....80-89 
(80-86, 87-89 +)

	C.....70-79 
(70-76, 77-79 +)


	D.....60-69 
(60-66, 67-69 +)


	F.....Below 60
(failure)


Final grade:
Quizzes, exams, journals, projects, portfolios, and participation will be averaged together for Grade A; your essays will be averaged together for Grade B.  Your final grade will be determined by the result of A+B divided by 2. (Consult attached Final Grade Sheet.)
VIII. Reference, Resources, and Learning Materials: 

· McMahan, Elizabeth, Susan X. Day, and Robert Funk, eds. Literature and the Writing Process, 10th ed. Upper Saddle River: Prentice, 2014. 

IX. ADDITIONAL REFERENCES: 
Additional References & Equipment: 

· Dictionary & Thesaurus (current editions) 
· External storage device (USB, cloud drive)


· Reliable Computer with Internet access & Microsoft Word 


STUDY HOURS
RECOMMENDED STUDY HOURS for COLLEGE COURSES

	Number of CREDITS 
	Time for READING the assigned text 
(per week)
	Time for HOMEWORK 

(per week)
	Time for 
REVIEW & TEST PREPARATION (per week)
	Total 
STUDY TIME
(per week)

	3 credits


	2-4 hours
	2-3 hours
	2 hours
	6-9 hours

	4 credits


	3-5 hours
	2-4 hours
	3 hours
	8-12 hours

	5 credits


	3-5 hours
	3-6 hours
	4 hours
	10-15 hours


JOURNALS
(1) TOPICS:

· given by the instructor each class

(2) SET UP:  

· upper-right-hand corner information

· typed

· 12-inch type

· Times New Roman

· double-spaced

· number each journal

(3) LENGTH:  

· one page in length 

· no less than ¾ -page 

· less than that will not count

(4) DUE DATES:

· due the next class

· save the journal on a flash drive

· print a hard copy and bring it to class 

(5) GRADE:

· test grade

· Journals will be collected en masse at a future date (students will have the time between class meetings to get the journals together).
· The instructor will not inform the students of the final number of journals, so keep track throughout the semester.

· Failure to write and/or bring each journal to class will detrimentally affect your participation grade.

· Failure to perform any classroom assignment related to these journals will detrimentally affect not only your participation grade but your journals grade as well.

ESSAY FORMAT
FORMAT:

· Stapled (before class)

· Times New Roman font (default setting)

· 12” font size (default setting)

· 1” margins (default setting)

· Alter WORD 2007 defaults

· Double-Spaced

· Upper right-hand corner information

· Your Name

· My Name

· Course and Section Number

· Due Date

· Type of Essay

· (*SINGLE-SPACED*)

· (*NO Cover Sheet*)

· Headers on pages 2-6

· Your Last Name, 

· hyphen, 

· and the Page Number

· Title, centered on the first page

· Topic + Main Idea

· Do not be cute.

· Single-Spaced

DUE DATES:

· Essays are due when they are due.

· No assignment will be accepted late without a valid excuse (less 10pts.)

· No assignment (regardless of excuse) will be accepted one week after the due date.

· No assignment will be accepted after the final class meeting.

LENGTH:

· All non-researched essays will be 3-4 pages in length.

· All researched essays will be 4-8 pages in length

· No essay with fewer pages will be accepted.

4/7/16:�
No Class�
�
5/12/16:�
Final Exam�
�






**SAVE EVERYTHING on DISK*





John Schmigliessa


Dr. Housenick


 ENG 104-ZZZ


12-21-2012


Journal16





Civil Disobedience in Sophocles’ Antigone





Social activism is alive and well in the US today, as seen in protests like The Great Wall St. Sit-ins and the Missouri riots.  This crusading is nothing new; …. 





John Schmigliessa


Dr. Housenick


 ENG 104-ZZZ


4-21-2016


Drama Essay





Civil Disobedience in Antigone, Hamlet, and Modern America





Sometimes life imitates art; sometimes art imitates life.  In terms of civil disobedience, it might be both; …. 





Schmigliessa-2





which is a the very heart of the play.  This theme is central to our understanding of  ….












