READING CHECKLIST:  Poetry
	Author’s Full Name:
	

	Poem's Complete Title:
	

	Date of Publication:
	

	(1) SYNOPSIS
· briefly, what's the poem about
· does anything happen (plot)

· is something described, praised


	

	(2) RHYME SCHEME

· ABBA, CDCD, EFEF, GG

· blank verse, no rhyme scheme
	

	(3) METER

· Beats per line (count #)

· Iambic Pentameter

· Blank Verse, Free Verse
	

	(4) GENRE

· sonnet, conceit, lyric

· ode, epithalamion

· elegy, allegory, epic, pastoral
	

	(5) STRUCTURE

· stanzas #, enjambment

· quatrains, couplets 

· blank verse, free verse

· “Switch”: shifts in time/logic

· Transitions, “Road Signs”  


	

	(6) CHARACTERS
· Persona (narrator)

· Protagonist
· Antagonist 

· Foil


	name

function

qualities

persona


	(7) TONE

· Attitude of the speaker

· Toward the subject
	

	(8) POV

· level of omniscience

· 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
	

	(9) SETTING?
· Location, time, era
· Religion, culture, climate

	

	(10) LANGUAGE

· formal, informal diction

· slang, jargon, clichés 

· multiple meanings of a key word

· connotation vs. denotation


	

	(11) FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

· Similes 

· Metaphors

· Conceit 
	

	(12) TROPES

· Personification, Apostrophe

· Paradox, Oxymoron

· Syndoche, Metonymy

· Hyperbole, Understatement

· Satire, Juxtaposition

· Allusion, Reference
	

	(13) SOUND DEVICES

· alliteration, assonance

· onomatopoeia, consonance

	

	(14) CONFLICTS

· tension, stress, pressure

· self, person, nature, supernatural

	

	(15) SYMBOLISM & IMAGERY
· Person, place, object
· Sense detail

	

	(16) IRONY

· Verbal, Situational,
· Dramatic


	

	(17) THEMES
· not the “moral” (ethical)
· universal messages
	

	(18) GREAT LINES


	

	(16) AUTHOR’S WRITING STYLE

· Formal/Conversational

· Simple/Ornate

· Tone

· Subjective/Objective

· Regional 

· Journalistic
	


