PAGE  
3

SIR PATRICK SPENCE
Sir Patrick Spens (1765*)
	traditional
	modernized

	THE king sits in Dumferling toune,
Drinking the blude-reid wine:
"0 whar will I get guid sailor,
To sail this schip of mine?"

Up and spak an eldern knicht,
Sat at the kings richt kne:
"Sir Patrick Spens is the best sailor
That sails upon the se."

The king has written a braid [open] letter
And signed it wi' his hand,
And sent it to Sir Patrick Spens,
Was walking on the sand.

The first line that Sir Patrick red,
A loud lauch lauched he:
The next line that Sir Patrick red,
The teir blinded his ee.

"0 wha is this has don this deid,
This ill deid don to me;
To send me out this time o' the yeir
To sail upon the se?

"Mak haste, mak haste, my mirry men all,
Our guid schip sails the morne."
"0 say na sae, my master deir,
For I feir a deadlie storme.

"Late, late yestreen I saw the new moone
Wi' the auld moone in hir arme;
And I feir, I feir, my deir master,
That we will com to harme."

O our Scots nobles wer richt laith [loth]
To weet [wet] their cork-heild schoone;
Bot lang owre a' the play wer playd,
Their hats they swam aboone.

O lang, may their ladies sit
Wi' thair fans into their hand,
Or eir they se Sir Patrick Spens
Cum sailing to the land.

O lang, lang may the ladies stand
Wi' thair gold kems in their hair,
Waiting for thair ain deir lords,
For they'll se thame na mair.

Have owre, have owre to Aberdour,
It's fiftie fadom deip:
And thair lies guid Sir Patrick Spens,
Wi' the Scots lords at his feit.
	THE king sits in Dunferling town,
Drinking the blood-red wine:
"Oh where will I get good sailor,
To sail this ship of mine?"

Up and spoke an elderly knight,
Sat at the kings right knee:
"Sir Patrick Spens is the best sailor
That sails upon the sea."

The king has written an open letter
And signed it with his hand,
And sent it to Sir Patrick Spens,
Was walking on the sand.

The first line that Sir Patrick read,
A loud laugh, laughed he:
The next line that Sir Patrick read,
The tear blinded his eye.

"Oh who is this, has done this deed,
This ill deed done to me;
To send me out this time of year
To sail upon the sea?

"Make haste, make haste, my merry men all,
Our good ship sails in the morn."
"Oh say no say, my master dear,
For I fear a deadly storm.

"Late, last night I saw the new moon
With the old moon in her arm;
And I fear, I fear, my dear master,
That we will come to harm."

Oh our Scots nobles were right loath
To wet their cork heeled shoes;
But long before the play was played,
Their hats they swam about.

Oh long, may their ladies sit
With their fans into their hand,
Before they see Sir Patrick Spens
Come sailing to the land.

Oh long, long may the ladies stand
With their gold combs in their hair,
Waiting for their own dear lords,
For they'll see them no more.

Have over, have over to Aberdour,
It's fifty fathoms deep:
And there lies good Sir Patrick Spens,
With the Scots lords at his feet.


· www.wayward.com/patrick.htm 

BACKGROUND:
· Written @ 15th century

· Published in 1765 – Thomas Percy’s Reliques of Ancient English Poetry (famous collection of folk ballads)
· Thomas Percy obtained the poem from two manuscript copies from Scotland. There are eighteen versions, some of them fragments, and some more detailed, and in one group the voyage is to Norway, either to take the Scottish king's daughter there or to bring back the king of Norway's daughter. Owing to the discourtesy of certain Norwegians, Sir Patrick leaves abruptly and is wrecked on the return voyage. A possible historical basis is the marriage of Margaret, daughter of Alexander III of Scotland, to Eric of Norway in 1281, when many of her escort were drowned on their way home, or the death of Margaret's daughter, "the Maid of Norway," while she was being brought back to Scotland in 1290 to succeed her grandfather, who died in 1286. But there is insufficient evidence of the connection of the ballad with any historical events; and Sir Patrick Spens himself has never been identified.

· < https://tspace.library.utoronto.ca/html/1807/4350/poem63.html >

· In the reign of Alexander III of Scotland, his daughter Margaret was escorted by a large party of nobles to Norway for her marriage to King Eric; on the return journey many of them were drowned.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· Dumferling: 

· Dumferline, a town in Fife, on the Firth of Forth

· an early residence of the Scottish kings
· “sits”:

· reigns, rules AND is stationary, seated BUT will make others move

· “blood red”:

· mighty power, power over life & death, foreshadowing

· “wine”:  

· party

· suggests the ease with which he wields such power

· suggests that the question (sailing mission) = not well-thought, casual

· that the one who takes this mission will die

· “The Lottery”

· win BUT lose by winning
· typically an honor to be chosen by the king
· BUT this is an impossible, dangerous “suicide mission”
· “good” sailor:
· skillful sailor

· brave

· decent human

· loyal, obedient to king

· Elder Knight:
· elder = respected (“respect your elders”)

· favored, respected by king, yields political power (sits at king’s right knee)

· line 14:  suggests Elder Knight = enemy of Sir Patrick Spence (“ill deid”)

· alliteration & stanza #3:

· repetition of sound

· “s” 

· sounds like snake, waves crashing on beach

· (foreshadows SPS’ death)

· Long Letter to SPS:

· written, signed, sealed by king

· = royal decree

· MUST be obeyed

· SPS must sail the royal ship

· Sir Patrick Spence:

· 1st meeting = reading king’s letter, walking on the beach

· at leisure

· his 1st reaction, 1st line = laugh

· modest:  laughs at praise

· humor:  thinks the mission is a practical joke

· his 2nd reaction = cry

· realizes this mission will be his death

· but he cannot refuse the king’s command

· feels set up/betrayed by someone

· “O who is this who has done this deed / This ill deed done to me”

· (repetition = for emphasis in Oral Tradition - foreshadowing) 

· “done deed” to deed done”:

· repetition

· certainty of death

· mirror world:  Court vs. Ordinary, appearance vs. reality

· true friends

· court politics, stab in the back, set up for death

· Blinded by tears:

· tears = water = waves, storm,…his death

· blind seers of old – see the future, his future is death

· merry men:

· good men on leave

· at leisure, as SPS was on the beach

· at leisure – yet dutiful to SPS

· from merriment to death

· bad signs:

· bad moon rising – omens, harbinger

· new moon with the old moon in its arms

· dangerous weather = bad sailing, danger, death

· repetition:

· “I fear, I fear”

· stresses the danger

· stresses the switch from “merry” to “fear”

· nobles:

· Nobles don’t want to ruin their expensive shoes

· IRONY b/c SPS knows they will drown anyway

· CONTRAST Nobles’ nobility (b/c of family inheritance) with SPS’ nobility (brave, loyal, follows orders on suicide mission)

· Shipwreck = play:

· play = game (“like flies to wanton boys, they kill us for sport”)

· humans = at the mercy of fate, the fates, the gods

· play = drama, to be watched by nobles

· IRONY:  

· their hats swim while they drown

· their hats are symbols of their wealth BUT all the money won’t save them from death

· perhaps drowned by the weight of their opulent attire

· hands:

· CAUSE-EFFECT –

· King signs letter w/hand, sending them to their deaths

· Women hold fans in their hands, awaiting in vain the men to return

· Fans:

· used to control the weather (when it’s too hot)

· BUT 

· cannot control the weather at sea

· CONTRAST:  

· women = hot

· men = drenched

· women stand for their men’s return (tension)

· king sits to send them to their death (ease)
· gold combs:

· symbols of opulence, richness

· misplaced focus b/c worldliness/materialism = meaningless to Death

· their hair will turn gray as the combs stay gold - IRONY

· Danse Macabre
· Their own dear lords:

· not “theirs” any more – belong to Death, the Sea

· they wait to see them again (alive) BUT don’t

· reader sees them again (dead)

· Mirror World:

· ironic twist of social class – IRONY
· the lords sit at SPS’ feet

· he knew they were going to die

· had no illusions

· they had vanity, materialism

· Will he go to heaven before them?
· Aberdour:

· “half over to Aberdour, half-way from Norway to Aberdour. There are two villages of Aberdour on the east coast of Scotland, one in Aberdeenshire, the other in Fife on the north shore of the Firth of Forth. Either may be meant.

· John Simpson, who spent his childhood in Aberdour, Fife, writes that "it was folklore that the ship sank in "Mortimers Deep," the narrow channel on the north side of Inchcolm island. This would put the ship on a course to make port at St. Davids or Inverkeithing, the landings for Dunfermline, about 5 miles inland" (personal communication, April 9, 2001)”  (from U. Toronto)

· http://www.answers.com/topic/sir-patrick-spens-poem-2 
POPULAR BALLADS – STRUCTURE:
· theme 
· of death

· perils of sea

· omissions

· ellipses

· not so descriptive (omitting key details) – NO SHIPWRECK

· told in flashes, quick glimpses – photo slide show

· objective persona
· 3rd person

· detached

· anonymous

· repetitions

· of sounds
· alliteration (Anglo-Saxon hold-over)

· consonance (consonant), assonance (vowel)

· of words, phrases

· musical rhythm

· meant to be sung

· 4-line stanzas

· ABAB rhyme scheme (•
typically unrhymed)

· 1st,  3rd lines = 4 accents

· 2nd, 3rd lines = 3 accents

· “Typically, the first and third lines of each stanza have four accents, while the second and fourth lines have three accents. Although ballads are usually unrhymed, they were originally composed to be sung. Their accents form a rhythm, and ballads have a musical quality and regular beat when read. Notice the accents in the first four lines of ‘Sir Patrick Spens.’”

The king sit in Dumferling toune,
Drinking the blude-reid wine:
O quhar will I get guid sailor
To sail this schip of mine?
THEMES:
· anti-materialism, anti-worldliness

· power:  
· abuse of power (knight)

· reckless or indifferent wielding of power (king)
· anti-monarchy?

· Fate, Death
· cannot escape, control (like seas)

· must obey (like king’s command)

· SPS accepts his fate & gets his crew to, too

· Nobles are ignorant of their fate

· duty 
· to king

· to men/sailors

· to wives

· Why do men serve those they serve?

· in court – for political favor, power

· on ship – allegiance, respect, honor

· criticism of court life:

· pettiness 

· spitefulness

· luxury

· materialism

· http://www.answers.com/topic/sir-patrick-spens-poem#Notes_on_Poetry 

· http://www.poetryoutloud.org/guide/ProgramGuide.pdf 
