TEST PREP
· Be able to define literary terms & apply them to stories.  
· Class conversations played a significant role in my choosing these questions.  
· To illustrate, if we read a highly symbolic story, an appropriate test question would read:  Define symbolism AND discuss one significant symbol from "A Highly Symbolic Story."
Plot: 

· Exposition 

· Epiphany 

· Crisis/Turning Point 

· Climax 

· Flashback 

· Chronology 

Structure:

· organization:  How does it open/grab your attention, where's the thesis, what transitions, what's the organizational scheme (emphatic order, chronological or spatial order, Subject-by-Subject, Point-by-Point-by-Point), introduction, conclusion, how does it end (clincher sentence)

· chronology; beginning, middle, end; flashbacks; stream-of-consciousness
Characterization:

· (flat, stock, round)

· how characters are  developed, described
· how much or how little
Setting:
· not merely the location

· time, area, region

· historical period

· religious or social or economic features

· climate, weather
Theme:

· main ideas, messages 
· the underlying issue of the piece, subject matter

· “the basic area of permanent human experience treated by the author” (Skwire 437)

· indirectly expressed

· a work can have more than one

· something to say about the human condition (not directions on how to live)

· universality

· not the same as “moral” 

· has an ethical quality; a lesson, statement, message, piece of advice
· aphorisms, clichés — childish, preachy, didactic, condescending

· directly stated
Point-of-View 
· 1st, 2nd, 3rd
· who’s telling the story; how much do they know (omniscience)
Foreshadowing: 

· hint at what’s to come 

Imagery:  

· sense details; so vivid, readers can see, hear,…
Irony:  
· surprise to our expectations 

· say one thing, mean another (verbal) 
· expect one thing to happen, another does (situational)

· we know what characters do not (dramatic)
Satire:

· “a literary tone used to ridicule or make fun of human vice or weakness, often with the intent of correcting, or changing, the subject of the satiric attack”

· “a literary composition, in verse or prose, in which human folly and vice are held up to scorn, derision, or ridicule”

· parody:  “a humorous or satirical imitation of a serious piece of literature or writing”
Symbolism:

· “A symbol is a person, place, or thing that stands for or strongly suggests something in addition to itself, generally an abstract idea more important than itself” (Skwire 437).

Tone:

· the writer’s tone/attitude towards the subject
Style:

· idiosyncratic traits of a writer (how a person writes)
· ex: journalistic; highly subjective/stream-of-consciousness; sardonic
Conflict:

· tension, stress, pressure

· person vs. self, person, Nature, ...
Grotesque: 

· the freakish, unnatural, disgusting

· can be used for satiric effect
Juxtaposition:

· contrast (like the rhetorical strategy)

· 2 disparate things set in contrast to each other

