GUIDELINES for POETRY ESSAY
Close Reading
(1) RE-TYPE:  the poem & save it (with line numbers, every fifth)

(2) ANNOTATE:  your copy 
· marginalia = note diction, imagery, symbols, structure, rhyme, meter, …
(3) RESEARCH:  your poem (reliable sources only…NO WIKIPEDIA!) & take careful notes 
(4) WRITE a DRAFT:
	· title: 
· name of the poem and your analysis of it
· “Quotation Marks” around “Poem Titles”
· introduction: 
· grab attention, Funnel Effect, full author and full title of poem 

· brief background of the author (as a means of segueing to your thesis )
· brief summary of the work

· who, what, where, when, why
· who’s the speaker, what’s s/he saying, why
· END with a Thesis Statement
· body:  


· present your analysis (with quotes) 

· a close reading, line by line
· paraphrase, summarize

· note poetic elements, themes, meanings

· the “form”
· QUOTES:  
· See the separate handout “How to Quote Poems”

· Quote the poem itself (primary source)

· Quote your research (secondary sources)
· conclusion:
· reassert and clarify your thesis 
· discuss the overall quality of poem – based on your close reading

· *conclude with the “application” segment above:

· How are the form and content related, how do they inform one another?

· What makes this “Literature”?

· works cONSULTED:
· follow MLA guidelines (consult our MLA 2010 page)
· minimum 3 sources:

· primary:  the poem in our textbook (work in an anthology)
· secondary:  works for poet biography & poem analysis
· *no Wikipedia


(5) SUBMIT:
1. a typed, stapled, polished, proofread essay 3-5 pages in length

2. also, attached at the end, a typed copy of poem with your annotations
3. a copy of your PPT presentation

	TYPES of POETRY ESSAYS:
(1) exegesis:  

· line-by-line analysis (close reading)****
(2) theory paper:  

· apply a literary theory to a specific work

(3) interpretative analysis:  

· analyze a work in terms of a specific poetic element                                 

· (“Shakespeare Use of a Usury Metaphor in His Sonnets”)

(4) comparison-contrast:  

· C/C with a song's lyrics


CLOSE READING:

· intro 

· w/ some "brief" bio info (just like the book gives before the poem)

· some "brief" poem background (year, book, subject)

· thesis

· body

· take us line by line (sentence by sentence)

· you can paraphrase it -- so it makes sense (remember the ee cummings piece)

· what it means

· what's "going on" in that line:  imagery, symbolism, internal rhyme, allusion/reference, alliteration, ....

· all the way through the poem

· conclusion

· "so what?!"

· having done the close reading & discussed all the relevant "elements of poetry"

· what does it all mean -- theme/meaning, poet's style, what makes this "Literature," ....

· Works Consulted

· use the book again -- quote the poem, maybe even the bio

· 2 other secondary sources - articles about the poem

· our library databases are good

· other "credible" online sources exist too (NO WIKIPEDIA)

EACH Body paragraph MUST have research from primary AND secondary sources


+


DO NOT FORGET


TO CITE PROPERLY!!!











