SHORT STORY ESSAY:  IDEAS
· no, you're not limited to these

· you can link stories OR focus on a single story

· you can do a specific kind of reading (psychological, feminist, historical, ...)

· you can discuss a literary element (plot, theme, structure, symbolism,...) in a particular work OR tract it through several works

· you can discuss a single author -- we have multiple works by Chopin & Wolff & O'Connor
RESEARCHED with IN-TEXT CITATIONS & A WORKS CONSULTED PAGE
· "Everyday Use"

· heritage

· fantasy vs. reality

· "Worn Path"

· myth

· racism
· death symbolism, motifs

· hypocrisy

· "Lottery"

· Gothic

· hypocrisy

· religion

· rituals

· democracy

· juxtaposition

· corruption of youth

· "Rose"

· Gothic

· anchored to past

· kept down

· spoiling, rotting on the vine

· resistance to change

· hypocrisy

· small town

· ancestral voice

· "WRUG?"

· myth

· Gothic

· hypocrisy

· corruption of youth

· abandonment of responsibility by adults/parents

· new gods, false gods, false prophets

· feminist allegory

· masks, appearance vs. reality 

· "Cask"

· Gothic

· anchored to past

· self-destruction

· unity of effect

· researched 
· minimum 3 sources (including the story/our book)

· both the story itself (textual evidence) AND external criticism

· use our library's databases: 

· 
Literature Resource Center, Master Plots, New York Times, Academic Search Premier)

· external sites:

· Literature.org
· Classic Authors.net
· Bibliomania
· *at the very least 1 bit of research per body para. (in addition to story quotes)

· *cite every time you borrow info -- "exact words" & paraphrased ideas

· (Last Name + Page Referent).

· length:
· 4-6 pages (excluding a Works Consulted page)

· Works Consulted page:
· separate sheet at the end

· continue essay pagination

· label the page as Works Consulted

· follow the MLA 2010 guide

· *include a citation for your story (Work In An Anthology)

· ideas:
· *no plot synopsis in the Body of the paper 

· in the intro

· describe scenes as they're relevant to a particular point

· BUT don't waste space in Body para. with plot summary

· C/C of Thurber's & Chopin's view of marriage, as displayed through their works
· Intro, Conclusion, Body = 3 paragraphs (1 difference, 2 similarities, ie)

· an exploration of Poe' s "unity of effect" through "Cask"
· definition of the term

· exploring in each body para. an element & how it's "unified" with the rest

· racism in "Worn Path"
· Intro, Conclusion, Body = 3 paragraphs (1 instance of racism per para.)

· classic Illustration Essay (from ENG 101)

· alternate topic:  elements of racism in the stories of Southern writers (Welty, Faulkner, O'Connor,...)

· a discussion of the setting & its vital role in the story
· "Hunters" or "Cask" or another story

· define "setting," describe this particular setting, show how it's vitally important to understanding/appreciating the whole story

· exploring the theme of self-destruction in a story or in several stories
· self-destruction or responsibility for one's own demise

· Intro, Conclusion, Body = 3 paragraphs (1 instance per para.)

· classic Illustration Essay (from ENG 101)

· exploring any specific FICTION ELEMENT in a specific story
· symbolism in "Chrysanthemums"

· irony in ...

· applying a CRITICAL LITERARY THEORY to a work
· a Psychological or Feministic or Biographical or Historical reading of a specific work

· "An Historical Reading of 'Where Are You Going,...?'"

· .....

