SHORT STORY ESSAY

FORMAT:

· typed, stapled, proofread, researched (in MLA format) 

· with Works Cited page

· consult the “Works Cited Basics” sheet 

· place our text book on the Works Cited page, too

· by the author of the work 

· (the book’s editor will come after the book title)

· if you are using multiple stories, create a citation for each

LENGTH:  

· 4-6 pages

SPACING:  

· header on page #1 is single-spaced; the essay itself is double-spaced

FONT:  

· Times New Roman, 12"

PUNCTUATION:
· please, don't forget to use "quotation marks" around short story titles

· quotation marks:  short stories, articles, book chapters, short poems, songs 

· underlining (or italics):  plays, books, magazines, Web sites, databases, long (epic) poems, CD titles, movies, TV shows

RESEARCH:
· please, don't forget that this is a researched essay, not an extended journal, 
· SO you MUST supplement your ideas with 3-5 quality sources (4th = story itself)

· Rule of Thumb:  each Body paragraph will have at the very least 1 documented point (in addition to quotes from the work/s)

STRUCTURE:      (similar to Example Essay - or Compare/Contrast Essay)

· Title (reflect your Thesis)
· Introduction end with Thesis Statement

· Body paragraphs

· typically 3 paragraphs

· (1 point/idea/story per paragraph)

· this is NOT a journal

· incorporate RESEARCH
· incorporate TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
· Conclusion 

· Works Consulted
IDEAS:
· Consider Literary Elements –

· Setting, Plot, Characterization

· Symbolism, Themes 

· Consider Critical Interpretation – 
· Feminism, Cultural Interpretation

· Consider Comparison OR Contrast– 
· with another work we’ve read
CITE!!


according to MLA format


every time you borrow ideas








