POETRY:  How to Quote and Cite Poems in an Essay
· part of line or a single line =  

· “quotation marks” around the exact words

· incorporate the phrase into your sentence (not blocked)

· end it with a citation for line number:  

· The persona in Sonnet 18 answers the opening thesis question in the next line by saying, no, the addressee is “more lovely and more temperate” than summer (Shakespeare 2).
· *since you will be using multiple sources for your paper, you will have to include the author’s last name in the citation, too – unless you use it in the Lead-In Expression
· more than 1 line = 

· “quotation marks” around the exact words
· incorporate the lines into your sentence (not blocked)

· use a slash  “/” to indicate the end of each line of poetry (as it appears in the book) 
· end it with a citation for line numbers:  

· Shakespeare uses the epigrammatic couplet at the end of Sonnet 18 to clearly make his point:  “So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see, / So long lives this, and this gives life to thee” (13-14).
· since the author’s name is in the Lead-In, we do not need to repeat it in the citation

· (capitalize 1st word only if it is capitalized in original text)
· more than 3 lines =  
· block quote 
· indent the entirety 10 spaces (1 “Tab” should do it)

· double space the whole thing

· do not use quotation marks
· line #s = outside the final period - …word. (9-11)
· lead-in to the BQ AND follow-up after the BQ

In Sonnet 18, the persona gives reasons that argue against summer:
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,

And summer's lease hath all too short a date:

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,

And often is his gold complexion dimmed,

And every fair from fair sometime declines,

By chance, or nature's changing course untrimmed. (Shakespeare 3-8)

Thus, the poem has a very logical structure, opening with a thesis question, answering that question, and then listing reasons in support of that claim.
HOW TO CITE

· PRIMARY SOURCES: (poems themselves)

· as we saw above, include the Author’s Last Name + Line #:

· (Shakespeare 5-6). = for phrase, single line, 1-2 lines

· . (Shakespeare 1-4) = for a Block Quote of 3+ lines

· “if & only if” you use the author’s Last Name in the Lead-In Expression, you won’t need to repeat it in the citation (if you did repeat it, you wouldn’t be “wrong”; nor would you lose points)
· SECONDARY SOURCES:

· these are your sources for biographical information & for analytical information

· (1) Whatever is correctly first on the Works Consulted page = 1st in the Parenthetical Citation 

· [this is most often the Author’s Last Name; if there’s no author, then the “Article Title”]

· PLUS

· (2) Page Referent:

· tell us where in the source we can find this information (the context)
· without having to read the WHOLE article or chapter 
· use:

· page numbers (only if they appear onscreen; not the printer’s numbers)

· subheadings (those section markers in longer articles)

· paragraph numbers (mostly for 1-page articles)

· EXAMPLES:

	Page #
	(Smith 692).
	(“Sonnet XVIII” 438).

	Subheading
	(Smith ‘Childhood Years’).
	(“Sonnet XVIII” ‘The Petrarchan Model’).

	Par.#
	(Smith par.5).
	(“Sonnet XVIII” par.2).


· HOW IT WORKS:
· the author’s name (Smith) ( gets us to the “S” section on the Works Consulted page

· the full bibliographic citation of the source ( gets us to the source (article, book)
· once in the source, we use the page # (or the subheading or the par.#) to locate the general context of the quote you used in the paper

WORKS CONSULTED PAGE
· POEM: as a “work in an anthology”

· Poet’s Last, First. “Poem Title.” Text Book. Edition. Editors. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Pages. Medium.

· Oates, Joyce Carol. “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” An Introduction to Literature. Eds. Sylvan Barnett, William Burto, and William E. Cain. New York: Pearson, 2008. 483-95. Print.

· SECONDARY SOURCES:

· BOOK:

· Last, First. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication.

· Stephens, Robert. Shakespearean Tragedy, Redefined. New York:  Bardo, 2010. Print.

· WEB ARTICLE:

· Last, First. “Article.” Site Name. Sponsor/Publisher, Date of Post. Medium. Date of Access.  <Complete URL>.

· Stephens, Robert. "The Tetralogies." Shakespeare Redone.com. SUNY Albany, 15 Mar. 2005. Web. 23 Apr. 2010.  <http://www.ShakespeareRedone.com/suny/albany/stephens/ SHK/tetralogies.html>.

