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II. FALL of ROMAN DRAMA
	(1) barbarian invasions from the north

(2) dying art
(3) church condemnation 


*BARBARIANS:
· attacks on Italy

· Fall of Rome 476 AD
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
*DYING ART: 

· despite elaborate theaters built in Italy, Spain, France, & North African colonies

· drama written to be READ
· theater became "little more than a vulgar form of popular entertainment" (31)

· distant from its religious origins & glorious past in ancient Greece

· diminishing festivals, spectacles
· bawdry

· obscene mimes

· farces that mainly dealt with drunkenness, greed, adultery, & horseplay

· acrobatics (lavish spectacles with scantily clad dancers)

· "water ballets" with scantily clad ("bikini") women & mock sea-battles ("naumachiae")
· by 5thC AD, all mimes = excommunicated
· *fall of actors 

· in GREECE, actors were citizens of good repute

· in ROME (now), actors lost esteem
· Roman performers = slaves ( debased social status 

· (Rocius = exception, raised to nobility)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
*church condemnation:
· conversion of Emperor Constantine (324-337 A.D)
· association with pagan gods (mythology & festivals)

· sinful behavior surrounding theaters (thievery, prostitution, fights)

· Christians = forbidden to participate in or attend theaters

· bawdy, obscene, licentious behavior (of participants, mimes)

· ridicule by mimes

· ***why MIMES = despised
· satirized, ridiculed religion (under Christian persecutions by)
· burlesqued sacramental rites (baptism with a drunk, turning into a dunking party)
· in Centunculus:  a clown was baptized & grotesquely crucified 
· 200 AD:  Tertullian, Latin Church Father, in de Spectaculum, claimed Christians should ignore theater, would be rewarded on Judgment Day with satisfaction watching the torments of tragedians & comedians

· St. Augustine (354-430):  while opposing much of theater as well, he discriminated between those high & poor in quality
· Constantine: “The theaters are falling almost everywhere, theaters, those sinks of uncleanness and public places of debauchery. And for what reason are they falling? They are falling because of the reformation of the age, because the lewd and sacrilegious practices for which they were built are out of fashion.” (400 AD) (Sylvan Barnet 10)

· most Romans denounced the coarse & depraved aspects of Roman theater

· Church condemnations, denunciations:  (theater as the forge & armory of Satan)

· 325 AD: Council of Nicea: St. Athanasius' condemnation of another (Arius) for associating with the theater

· 829 AD:  Council of Paris:  denunciated theater's players & pomp

· Tertullian, Cyprian, Chrysostom, Augustine, Jerome, Pope Innocent III

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
*THE END of THEATER:
· 400:  many festivals subsided, diminished 
· 404:  no gladiators 
· 523:  no ventiones (animal fights) 
· 533:  last record of theatrical performance

· 568 AD:  Roman drama & "spectacula" (all public entertainment) = obliterated
· by mid-6thC:  dramatist as a profession = extinct

· plays = read, quoted, BUT not acted
