ELEMENTS of FICTION
1) diction: word choice

· link to meaning; appeals to emotion, reason, & character;

· connotation (implied meaning & attitude, suggestions & associations)vs/ denotation (dictionary)

· look up words you do not know

2) imagery: sense detail; image=sensory experience made of words

3) metaphors & similes: link unrelated things to spark imagination, consider new thoughts

4) tone: attitude of speaker towards subject, audience (sad, mock-serious, caring, sarcastic, awed)

5) speaker (narrator, persona): NOT the author (his/her gender/race/age)

6) sound devices: alliteration (initial consonant sound; reinforces meaning), assonance (repetition of vowel sounds, reinforces emotion), onomatopoeia (words that echo sound they denote) 

7) structure:  organization (related to meaning) 
1) plot: what happens, sequence of cause & effect events

2) conflict: single or several, levels of, rises in tension, resolved at end

3) character: “round” (real, complex, contradictory) vs. “flat” (stereotypical, 1-dimensional); what does it say/wear; ethos: morality of person, good/evil, does right/wrong

4) point of view:  

· 1st, 2nd, 3rd person, omniscient (narrator knows all character’s thoughts, feelings)

· 1st person=most intimate, builds lovable characters, reader identification

5) setting: where story takes place, time, year; several, past (flashbacks), future (flash-forwards)

6) moral: moral issues, questions of value. the way character deals w/moral issues=part of conflict and meaning

______________________________________________________________________________
NON-FICTION:
· biography, autobiography, history, news reports

· dialogue, character development, poetic description (elements of Fiction)

