the general CONTEXT
The General Climate of Opinion surrounding the issue.
GUIDE QUESTIONS:

· What has been the debate on this issue before and after this piece was published?

· What have people been saying/writing or arguing concerning this topic?

· What stories have been in/on the news lately regarding this issue?

· Recently, have there been any related court cases or rulings? Laws, speeches, protests, marches, bumper stickers, movies/documentaries, …?

· What are the “sides” or positions on this topic? Who’s who?

PURPOSE:

· helps you recognize the author’s biases & assumptions

· helps you spot gaps or errors in the info

· helps you reflect on your own perspective, bias, inclination regarding the topic

· can serve as material for your Introduction

RESULT:
· * THUS you interact with the text, read it actively rather than passively

From Chapter 2
