Chapter 6 Notes (PLAGIARISM)

	ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

· honesty

· fair play

· hard work

· diligence

· in the pursuit of truth, knowledge




CITE:

· to give credit to your source

· to distinguish clearly your ideas from your sources’

· to allow readers to read the idea in its original context

· to give readers the opportunity to read the entire source

· to earn respect as an academic writer

· to build your ETHOS, credibility

ANALOGIES:

· (credit) at the end of the semester, the professor gives the grade you worked quite hard for to someone else, Mongo, the person who barely attended classes and was here more in body than in mind

· (original context) you heard a song by a band that you found interesting and you would like to hear the rest of the CD (album) – you would like to hear other CDs by them

· (misrepresentation) passing off their work as yours = identity theft; you pretending to be them, for a reward – grades instead of material objects
PLAGIARISM:

· deliberate or accidental
· intentional or unintentional

· partial or complete
· small parts or large parts of the original  

· no matter the size of the material you’ve stolen

· misrepresentation

· passing off

· presentation or submission
· of another’s work 

· words, phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs

· ideas, opinions, interpretations, analyses

· art work, research/statistical data, computer programs, audio or visual material

· any other creative work, original thought
· as yours
· as your own

· without proper citation, attribution

EXAMPLES of Plagiarism:

· using the exact words (direct quotes) of the source without proper citation
· putting the source’s words into your own words (paraphrasing) without proper citation
· using the source’s original ideas without proper citation
· “copying & pasting” from a Web source without proper citation
· copying, buying, selling a paper online, from paper mills

· using a previous student’s paper for the same professor, same class
COMMON KNOWLEDGE:
· that which most educated persons are expected to know

· widely known facts that could appear in multiple sources – like encyclopedias, dictionaries

· unoriginal ideas 

· BUT – 

· what was once CK may not be now

· it shifts with time

· THUS, CK depends on to whom it is “common”

· IF

· the information would be difficult for readers to verify on their own, CITE

· you are unsure if it is “common knowledge,” CITE

DO NOT Plagiarize:
· paper mills 

· take advantage of the lazy, gullible, desperate

· you’ll spend money for the course + money for the paper + money to take the course again when you fail

· their promises are empty, esp. regarding the quality

· poorly written – despite their promises

· grammar, punctuation

· easily found by the professor

· do not match the assignment

· do not match your previous work

· your style, your voice, your experiences/background

· cut and paste

· these sections do not match the style & voice of the surrounding paper

· penalties

PENALTIES for Plagiarism:

· in school –

· fail the assignment
· fail the course

· receive an Academic Integrity Violation in your permanent record

· be expelled from the college/university

· receive a cheater’s reputation

· in the work force –

· face public humiliation

· lose your degree

· lose your rank

· lose your job

· become “radioactive” (unemployable)

RATIONALE behind Plagiarism Policies: - EFFECTS of Plagiarism
· Plagiarism cheats the cheater

· you came to college to learn, you are paying tuition to learn

· BUT by plagiarizing, you learn nothing 

· about the subject

· about the writing & research processes

· you learn only how to cheat, how to be a good cheater

· Plagiarism is theft
· robbing intellectual property
· Plagiarism is a breach of ethics
· disregarding of our moral obligation to attribute and cite

· without integrity or trust, society cannot function or continue

· Plagiarism amounts to unfair advantage or unearned grades/degree 

· receiving credit for work you did not honestly perform
· Plagiarism devalues college

· depreciate, demeans

· cheapens the grade

· cheapens the degree

· cheapens the college, university, institution – weakens its academic reputation

· cheapens college in general

· Plagiarism ruins society

· cheating is cheating, regardless of excuse

· creates atmosphere of distrust

· pressures others to cheat with those who receive unfair advantage

· cheat in school ( cheat in life

· Enron

· current market collapse

· Wall Street

· banks

· lawyers 

· politicians

· reporters

WHEN IN DOUBT CITE:
· If you’re not sure if it’s “common knowledge,” – CITE

· If you directly quoted, – CITE

· If you put the idea into your own words, – CITE

· If you did not know the idea or material before researching the topic, – CITE

· If you forgot the material and were reminded of it during research, – CITE

TIPS to Avoid Plagiarism:
· do not procrastinate

· don’t wait until the “last minute”

· intentional plagiarism – tempted to cheat

· unintentional plagiarism – careless documentation

· take careful notes

· distinguish then between your ideas and sources

· you are unlikely to remember after all your research

· unintentional plagiarism

· follow MLA format
· meet with the professor and/or tutors for assistance

· read chapters like this

