Chapter 5 Notes (RESEARCH WRITING)

RESEARCH:
· needed before writing 

· to inform, educate, enlighten, update you about your topic/issue
· needed during writing 

· to establish the credibility of your Claim, argument

· to establish your ethics as a writer (CITE)

· to strengthen your point with credentialed authorities

· writing without research = mere opinion

· Misuses of a Source:

· taking the material out of context

· misrepresenting the author, the author’s viewpoint

· using the material without giving credit to the source (PLAGIARISM)

· others

· relying upon only 1 source

· all sources, no you 

· no analysis, no personal argument/stance/claim 

· string of quotes without analysis, interpretation, clarification (you)

· citing an entire paragraph

· not clearly delineating between your ideas and sources’

· who’s saying what – where’d the idea come from

__________________________________________________________________________________________

A. Finding an ISSUE:
· Topic vs. Issue –

· Topic = general subject, category

· Issue = subdivision, specific question in regard to the Topic

· debatable

· should, shouldn’t

· cause/effects

· solutions

· Topic = Global Warming 

· Issues =

· causes and/or effects

· which alternative fuels

· individual lifestyle changes to reduce “carbon footprint”

· Explore issues, not topics

· Explore issues that interest you (personal investment)

· Issues In the News –

· Internet

· major news outlets = online

· ISP home page

· CQ Researcher Online (Congressional Quarterly database)
· Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting (FAIR) Web site <http://www.fair.org/>

· magazines, newspapers, television/radio news reports

· lectures, class discussions (across the curriculum)
· personal conversations & observations

__________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Finding SOURCES:
· books, newspapers, magazines, journals, Internet sources
· quality of argument = quality of sources

· 1) Primary Research
· “field research”

· observations

· personal observation of the situation (visit a site)

· professional experience (nursing)

· record observations (description), conversations, stories (narration)

· photographs

· questionnaires & surveys

· paper
· paper-less:  Web-based or via email

· *hardly reliable – bias of questions, fraud of answers

· interviews

· current information

· from professionals/experts

· face-to-face

· over the telephone

· Web-based

· via email

· draft your questions in advance

· schedule the interview at the interviewee’s convenience
· record the responses

· thank in a letter, within 24 hrs.

· 2) Secondary Research
· Library search

· books, magazines, journals, newspapers

· microfilm, microfiche

· * databases 

· Books (Non-Fiction)

1. Monographs

2. Anthologies

3. Reference books – specialized encyclopedias

*** NO WIKIPEDIA
*** Beware of general encyclopedias
· good for background knowledge at the start of your research

· can point you in the direction of in-depth studies

· BUT 

· they do not cover topics in depth

· they are not products of original research

· Periodicals

· scholarly journals

· published by university presses

· published for and by scholars in the field

· professors, graduate students

· peer-reviewed, peer-edited
· highly credible

· but may be difficult to read

· magazines

· print, online, e-zines

· written by scholars, serious journalists

· written for an educated public (not other scholars)

· issues = current public issues

· good for familiarizing with sides of the debate

· newspapers

· issues = current & historical issues

· feature articles

· long, in-depth

· reporter’s angle an issue (perspective but bias)

· opinion columns

· opinion – one perspective on the issue but biased

· audiovisual materials
· Web sites

· databases

· Blogs, Listservs, Usenet groups, message boards

· Library Card Catalogue:
· Title search
· Subject search
· Key Word search
	Search Tips:
· phrase search:  search by combined words (not individual words) by placing quotation marks around the exact phrase you want to find

· general word search:  use the general category your topic would appear in

· synonym search:  use synonyms for key words

· unique wording:  technical terms, specialized vocabulary, unique/special to the topic

· Boolean search:  to limit or broaden search parameters, join words or phrases with AND, OR, NOT (19thC English logician, George Boole)

· advanced search options

· customized search, with domain filters – usually under “Advanced Search”

· Google beta sites

· Google Book, Google Scholar, Google Earth

· Consult “Google Search Tips” handout for tricks to limit Google searches




· Internet search

· Web address parts:

· server name
· domain

· subdirectory

· file name

· file type

	
http://www.nationaltrust.org/teardowns/index.html





· domains

· commercial (.com)

· businesses, companies

· personal sites & blogs

· nonprofit organizations (.org)

· organizations & advocacy groups

· to promote awareness, seek participation & contributions/donations for their causes

· educational institutions (.edu)

· public, private schools, colleges, universities

· research & course materials

· work of professors, graduate assistants – maybe undergrad. students

· government agencies (.gov)

· American government, agencies, policies, histories, missions

· information, forms

· military services (.mil)

· US military branches

· histories, biographies, information, pictures, records

__________________________________________________________________________________________

C. EVALUATING SOURCES:
· eliminate inappropriate sources

· NO WIKIPEDIA **

· record complete bibliographic record

· books:

· author’s full name

· all the authors

· book’s complete title

· city where published

· year when published

· publisher

· periodicals:

· author’s full name

· all the authors

· article’s complete title

· publication’s title

· date of issue

· volume & issue number (if given)

· inclusive page numbers

· electronic source (Web)

· author’s full name

· all the authors

· article’s complete title

· original print publication data (if applicable)

· title of database or Web site

· complete URL (cut & paste)

· date of posting or last update (if given)

· date of your access

· evaluating Internet Sources:

· domain 
· .edu & .gov sites = more reliable

· .com & .biz = profit-minded

· tilda (~)

· personal page

· proceed with caution

· author or Webmaster given

· email

· “about us”

· home page

· credentials

· bias

· other work

· credentials of author

· biography

· home page

· about us

· links

· mission statement

· home page

· about us

· mission statement

· ideology

· bias

· politics

· date of post

· outdated data?
· date of latest revision

· updated, revised?
· bibliography

· signs of scholarly work?
· references

· Works Cited or Consulted pages

· links & advertisements

· associations

· professional affiliations/organizations

· sponsors
· read sources critically

· reliability of the source

· who wrote it

· writer’s background, credentials

· writer’s bias

· when was it written

· where was it published

· why was it written (Writing Situation)

· author’s “aim of argument”

· organization

__________________________________________________________________________________________

D. USING SOURCES:
· sample annotated article (p.120+)
· how to mark up/annotate a source article

· “writing in the middle” ideas

· “annotate” as your read

· “respond critically” in your Writer’s Notebook

· “paraphrase” important ideas

· “summarize” parts

· “summarize” the whole

· Annotated Bibliography

· sample research essay, with marginalia (p.142+)

· ellipses & brackets (p. 133)
· lead-in expressions (p.135)
SUMMARIZE
· Read & Reread

· Annotate the source (as you read)
· note Claim, Reasons, Evidence

· note subdivisions/headings

· note key words, definitions

· perhaps make an Outline

· work with one subdivision at a time

· paraphrase the main idea of each subdivision

· work from memory, then double-check for accuracy

· use your own words as much as possible

· include brief direct quotations

· avoid quoting entire sentences

· just key phrases (which may end up in your essay)

· join paraphrases into a coherent, smooth paragraph

· edit

· to reduce repetitions

· proofread

· tips:

· follow the original order of ideas

· name reasons (e.g.) rather than just saying reasons are given

· open with the author (full name, credentials) & article (perhaps type of document)
· and then the claim & reasons
· then the evidence – in the order it appears in the original
· In this online article from the CDC’s Web site, Dr. Arthur Author, a renowned pandemic epidemiologist, argues that colleges and universities should better prepare for outbreaks in the swine flu.

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
1. bibliographic citation

2. paragraph of summary

3. paragraph of evaluation
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