Subtext:  LATE-NIGHT TALK SHOWS

· AUDIENCE:

· young

· college students

· those who don't have to get up early & go to work

· under-employed, unemployed

· second-shifters
· GUESTS:

· actors, actresses
· musicians, comedians
· WHY (purpose):

· pimping, pushing some new movie, CD
· (something to sell)
· entertainment
· to keep popularity
· to regain popularity
· SO.......
· what's the SUBTEXT then, when a POLITICIAN appears on one
· the POTUS
· presidential candidate
· what does this say about politicians, politics
· what does this say about the target audience
· which political party does this more
· which political party fits that target audience
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The THEATRICALITY of POLITICS
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· politics = a play, movie:
· costuming

· staging

· blocking

· script

· a show/performance

· an audience

· acting (feigned actions, behaviors, feelings,…)
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….

· fake

· politicians = actors:
· made-up (make-up)

· dressed up, costumed

· speech = written, crafted, rewritten/revised
· clothes = carefully selected
· actions, postures, movements, gestures = directed, choreographed

· acting:  words do not = heart, feigned feelings, beliefs
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updates:  plot changes with the times (wind sock)

· or politics = the WWE:
· costuming

· staging

· blocking

· script

· a show/performance

· an audience

· acting
· "sides" (good guys & bad guys)
· fans choose favorites, associate w/them

· what does this do to the STATURE of the position:
· The White House

· The President of the United States of America, the most powerful country on the planet

· becomes nothing more than Hollywood East
· the president is nothing more than a celebrity
· politics is nothing more than a (high school) popularity contest 

· politics is but the ultimate reality show
· is there a difference, then, between these two:
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· the audience:
· is appealed to 

· and at the same time

· insulted:  too stupid to see make the connection, to see through the BS, to know its being used
