“Pa. Liquor Board Pulls Ad Meant to Warn Young Adults on Link between Heavy Drinking and Rape”

by Kevin Begos, Associated Press, Published: December 8, 2011
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PITTSBURGH — An ad meant to warn young adults about the links between heavy drinking and rape has been pulled by Pennsylvania’s Liquor Control Board.

Critics said it was another example of suggesting victims are to blame for rape.

The ad featured an image of a woman’s legs on a bathroom floor with her underwear pulled down to her ankles, and the words: “She didn’t want to do it, but she couldn’t say no.” 
Stacey Witalec, a spokeswoman for the Liquor Control Board, said the online ad was part of a broader campaign that began a few months ago on the website ControlTonight.com. She said there was both criticism and support for the ad, but the board decided to pull it Wednesday evening.

Witalec said the campaign was trying to bring attention to a serious problem, not suggest rape victims are to blame.


“On an annual basis more than 97,000 people between the ages of 18 and 24 

are the victims of alcohol-fueled sexual assaults,” Witalec said, “and those 

statistics are staggering.”

One expert defended the ad. 
Jennifer Storm, Executive Director of the Victim/Witness Assistance Program

in Harrisburg, noted that one sequence in the interactive ad stated very clearly

that rape isn’t the victim’s fault.

“I feel strongly that we need to be having very frank conversations about prevention. Otherwise, all we’re doing is intervening after the fact,” Storm said.

“Alcohol is the number one drug used to facilitate rape. You lose your capacity to make sound decisions,” Storm said, adding that “we need to empower people with every tool and piece of knowledge we have.”

One blogger on the website Jezebel didn’t agree.

“Rape is not just a bad thing that happens to someone after drinking too much,” wrote Erin Gloria Ryan. “It’s a deliberate act on the part of the rapist, a violation of another person committed solely because the rapist wanted to rape. The sooner we acknowledge this, the sooner we’ll be rid of stupid, finger wagging ads like these.”

Ryan also said that the portion of the ad reading “See what could happen when your friends drink too much” was “just shifting blame away from the rapist and onto the victim and, oddly, the victim’s friends.”

Several other ads in the campaign warning about the dangers of heavy drinking are still being used. Those subjects include excessive drinking and alcohol poisoning, drunk driving, and drunken arguments.

___

© The Washington Post Company:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/pa-liquor-board-pulls-ad-meant-to-warn-young-adults-on-link-between-heavy-drinking-and-rape/2011/12/08/gIQA3XAOfO_story.html 

Online:

· Control Tonight .com:

· Call the shots:  http://controltonight.com/
· Effects of Alcohol:  http://controltonight.com/effects-of-alcohol 

· Getting Help:  http://controltonight.com/get-help 

· Field Guide:  http://controltonight.com/#!/field-guide 

· PA LCB Education Materials:  

· http://www.lcb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/alcohol_education/17506 

	ONUS?:
· While the rapist is ultimately, undeniably, and unquestionably morally and legally accountable (liable) for his (or her) crime, does the victim (statistically, a woman) and/or her friends, as suggested here, have any responsibility for her vulnerability?  

· Could the situation have been avoided if she made better decisions, or had others been watching out for her?

· Is it less “blaming the victim” and more “limiting the chances” and, in fact, empowering women? 

· Does it also suggest that the rest of society – men and women – have a social obligation to watch out for others when they see a dangerous situation arise? 

· What Would You Do?:  http://abcnews.go.com/WhatWouldYouDo/ 

· Is “responsible alcohol use” an impossibility, a myth created by beer companies for feigned compliance or acquiescence to government pressure? Can one make responsible decisions while ingesting a drug that hinders reasoning, responsible decision-making?
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“2:19AM. She didn’t want to, but she couldn’t say no.

When your friends drink, they can end up making bad decisions. Like going home with someone they don’t know very well.

Decisions like that leave them vulnerable to dangers like date rape. Help your friends stay in control and stay safe. ControlTonight.com” (PA LCB)

(Associated Press) - This undated image shows a Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board ad meant to warn young adults about the links between heavy drinking and rape. A spokeswoman for the Liquor Control Board says the ad was pulled Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2011 after complaints that the ad blamed women for being victims.








