UNINTENDED SUBTEXT:   Subtext Gone Awry
[image: image1.png]Schulman Gallery hosting new exhibit this month

The Luzerne County Commu-
nity College Schulman Gallery will
host the exhibit “Chicks with
Balls” October 24™ through De-
cember 9™, An Opening Reception
will be held on Friday, October
24™ from 5:00 to 8:30 p.m., with
series artist Judy Takacs giving an
Artist’s Talk and hosting an Open
Forum Q&A from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
in the gallery. The Opening Recep-
tion will officially begin at 6:30
p.m.

In this intriguingly titled se-
ries, Judy Takacs captures con-
temporary women with respect
and authenticity, exalting the
strength, courage, and persever-
ance of each subject. Unlike the
objectified, and, at times, overly
sexualized versions of women we
see on television and in magazines
and even in fine art, “Chicks with
Balls” proudly depicts women in
their true form - tremendous and
beautiful with post-baby bellies,
or with wrinkles and gray hair, or
with no hair (from chemo or by
choice). Along with the genuine
depiction of the physical presence

look like, deal with, achieve, and
share every day and we applaud
them.

The title of this series has an
interesting backstory. Before the
first “chick” was painted, Judy
spoke with the director of a pub-
licly-funded art center in a rela-
tively small town about having
hosting an exhibit of her work. At
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came to mind were paintings of
balls...basketballs, footballs, base-
balls. What if these balls were
covering offending body parts?
Thus, the idea for “Chicks was
Balls” was born. Upon further re-
flection, Judy began to realize
that most of her female friends
didn’t have much connection to
literal balls, aside from the sports
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the time, most of Judy’s subjects
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their children played. Yet, there





[image: image2.png]the women highlighted in the se-
ries, their lives, their stories, are
also depicted, as each painting is
accompanied by a blog post (which
will be available at the exhibit)
that details the woman’s experi-
ences, losses, and triumphs, and
delves into her personal touches
which appear in each work. (Some
of the women will be at the open-
ing.) As host of this exhibit, the
LCCC Schulman Gallery and Com-
munication Arts Department
proudly stand with real women
declaring: this is what real women

were nude figures. The art cen-
ter’s policy at the time did not
allow the display of nude paint-
ings. The art center director was
frustrated by this and jokingly re-
ferred to the decision-makers in
her community as “the sports
guys,” implying that their inter-
ests leaned more towards high
school sports than the visual arts.
Takacs never did have a show
there, but the seeds of an idea
were planted. So, she played with
the idea of what the “sports guys”
would like. The first things that

were difrerent type o balls many
of them did have. Takacs explains,
“...I discovered a whole lot of
‘figurative balls.” My friends have
shown strength, courage, determi-
nation, resiliency, persistence and
unwavering faith in their personal
goals and those of their families,
often against incredibly difficult
odds. We are not running countries
or negotiating world peace, but
we are the unsung heroines of our
smaller, more ordinary lives.”|
That became the heart of this re-
alistic, moving, and beautiful exhi-
bition: the visual story of the




[image: image3.png]strength, of the “balls,” of each of the women depicted. “There is great depth and complexity in the
challenges my ladies have faced.... ... And so | found a voice, and a purpose, and a vision for this project.
Exquisitely and authentically capturing contemporary women, telling their stories, and thereby, represent-
ing and uniting all women, inspiring them to celebrate and embrace their story, their empowerment, or
rather...their balls.”

Judy Takacs has been a painter of people for almost three decades. She focuses primarily on painting
people with understanding, irony and a high degree of painterly realism. Most recently, her work, and most
specifically, her series “Chicks with Balls,” has garnered national attention and acclaim. In just the past
few years, Takacs has earned six “Best of Show” awards and an Ohio Arts Council Grant for Individual Artis-
tic Excellence. She has been honored with Signature Status by the Akron Society of Artists, and has been
awarded and recognized by both the Portrait Society of America (PSoA) and The Art Renewal Center (ARC).
This impressive short list of her achievements doesn’t begin to illustrate the truly inspiring and extraordi-
nary collection Takacs has created.

In addition to presenting the Artist’s Talk and holding the Open Forum Q&A on Opening Night, Takacs
will also present a two-day figure and portrait painting workshop October 25™ and 26" in Building 12, the
Technology Center, in Room 255A. In her Oil Painting the Figure and Face with Personality and Grace
workshop, Takacs will stress gesture and expression of the nude human form using a live model, along with
focusing on the portrait aspect of figure painting. Demonstrating how she achieves realism in her portraits
and figures, the workshop will include generous doses of “how to” as well as “why to.” Attendees will also
benefit from Judy’s unique motivational tips. Her teaching style is highly personal, and she often contin-
ues to be a helpful friend and resource after her workshops. The cost for the two-day workshop is $80.

For more information about the “Chicks with Balls” exhibit or about the Schulman Gallery, contact
Curator Alison Schmidt Carson at schulmangallery@luzerne.edu. For more information about Judy Takacs’
works and her workshops, visit her web site at judytakacspaintspeople.com.




· "chicks":  derogatory term for women (animal name, like dog or ....)

· "balls":  adolescent use of double entendre

· *strength, courage, determination, resiliency, persistence, & unwavering faith  =  masculine traits

· only men can be possess these traits b/c they have "balls"

· *similarly, women must be defined through men

· women cannot be defined in & of themselves, regardless/independent of men

· "wo-men"

· covers female sex organs with masculine balls

· sexist against men:  all men = "sports guys" (especially if they disagree with her)

· still objectifying women (to sell her art); sex for titillation

