SUBTEXT:

Meghan Trainor's "All about that Bass"

· TEXT:

· positive message

· healthy body image

· attacks unhealthy Barbie image

· be true to your self

· SUBTEXT:

· voice

· digitally synthesized and altered

· to sound like others (Kesha, Katy Perry,...)

· to sound NOT like her true self

· music

· derivative, rips off past songs

· unoriginal

· plagiarized:  "Happy Mode"

· ironically, more "treble" than "bass"

· pop-schlock, cutsie

· infantilizes women

· DANGER:  

· catchiness of the song makes it infectious, sing-a-long; spread, popularity

· indoctrination through music

· appeals to children, gets them singing along too

· video

· more fashion than substance

· oversimplifies, dichotomizes the Barbie example

· Barbie's not at all like a Barbie

· pop '60s style (another system of control)

· juvenilia -- infantilizes women

· plagiarized:  Hairspray
· racism:  

· the (-) model = white woman, (+) = black women

· the (-) model = white man, (+) = black man

· body

· *contrary to her intended message re: empowerment

· her image buys into another male-invented body type

· big butts are a (recently popularized) desired aspect by men

· junk/trunk

· so she's STILL under the control of a male-dominated system

· she's ONLY conforming to another male-created body image

· it's just another form of control

· "body image"

· while claiming to decry only 1 "real" body image for women

· she promotes a single real body image for women:  all real women have curves, are fat, are plus-sized, ...

· she creates another dichotomy:  real vs. fake women

· lie:  she's no plus-size woman 

· while no size 2, she's not a size 8-14

· skirts & colors = slimming

· women vs. women:

· attacking each other, policing each other
· body shaming

· "catty"
· can only feel good about their body image if attacking another's
· lift self up by pulling another down (by making others feel bad about themselves)
· *all the while under the thumb of male control
· inside the cage, they fight each other to fit men's ideals & not women's ideals of beauty (or health)
· racialization of music

· what race would her boyfriend be?

· which race has "the bass" & which the "treble"?

· what race is the only male in the video?

· what race are the background dancers?

· race as prop?

· race:

· background dancers

· good vs. bad people in the video

· lyrics:  junk, booty, just playin', skinny b-

· bass/treble

· body shaming & race shaming

· needing to garner the approval of the other race to feel secure about own

· body shape, image, dancing "style," ....

· ***still under MALE control:

· “Yeah it’s pretty clear, I ain’t no size two/ but I can shake it, shake it, like I’m supposed to do.”

· “Cause I got that boom boom that all the boys chase/
And all the right junk in all the right places” 

· "right":  says, who -- men

· "beauty"
· a cultural construct -- arbitrary

· by "culture" = men 

· & women fall in & follow

· beauty = a system of control

Interesting Articles:  
· http://jennytrout.com/?p=7857 
· http://www.fitwoman.com/blog/2014/08/21/meghan-trainors-1-hit-bass-body-acceptance/
http://music.cbc.ca/#!/blogs/2014/8/Meghan-Trainors-messed-up-hit-song-All-About-the-Bass-is-not-a-self-acceptance-anthem 

· LYRICS

Because you know I'm all about that bass,
'Bout that bass, no treble
I'm all 'bout that bass, 'bout that bass, no treble
I'm all 'bout that bass, 'bout that bass, no treble
I'm all 'bout that bass, 'bout that bass

Yeah it's pretty clear, I ain't no size two
But I can shake it, shake it like I'm supposed to do

'Cause I got that boom boom that all the boys chase
All the right junk in all the right 
places
I see the magazines working that Photoshop
We know that shit ain't real
Come on now, make it stop
If you got beauty beauty just raise 'em up
'Cause every inch of you is perfect
From the bottom to the top

Yeah, my momma she told me don't worry about your size
She says, boys they like a little more booty to hold at night

You know I won't be no stick-figure, silicone Barbie doll,
So, if that's what's you're into
Then go ahead and move along

Because you know I'm all about that bass,
'Bout that bass, no treble
I'm all 'bout that bass, 'bout that bass, no treble
I'm all 'bout that bass, 'bout that bass, no treble
I'm all 'bout that bass, 'bout that bass

I'm bringing booty 
back
Go ahead and tell them skinny bitches 
Hey
No, I'm just playing I know you think you're fat,
But I'm here to tell you that,
Every inch of you is perfect from the bottom to the top
Yeah, my momma she told me don't worry about your size
She says, boys they like a little more booty to hold at night
You know I won't be no stick-figure, silicone Barbie doll,

So, if that's what's you're into
Then go ahead and move along

Chorus: repeat, repeat, repeat....
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�**supposed to:  MALE control


�


-junk in the trunk = MALE (black male) definition of beauty





"right":  there's a right/wrong; more "supposed to" = CONTROL





�(+) point


**�SEX


-if you want to be found attractive, look like MALE ideals of beauty


-SEX:  not about beauty but sex


�





-more RACIALIZATION of music by co-opting black lingo


(RACIAL APPROPRIATION)


----see bitches & just playin





AND


-booty & junk/trunk =  so you're perfect from bottom to top, "bottom" means ONLY butt?!, but it's only what's in between that counts?!





AND


**not brains at all


-all about looks, external


---no HEART, BRAIN


-just "sexy"


�


-more Woman-on-Woman hating


-more black lingo


----and of course the B- word!





