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Editor:

One day before the start of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) hearings regarding the PennEast pipeline, PennEast released their Economic Development Analysis study. This study was widely reported with such misleading headlines as 12,160 jobs to be created by PennEast.

This study was not done independently and objectively with an eye on the facts. It was commissioned and produced at the request of PennEast Pipeline Co. That in itself should have raised a few eyebrows and prompted further investigation. Additionally, the timing of the release is suspect, leaving less than a day before the FERC hearing for interested parties to review the study.

The 12,160 jobs cited in the report conflicts with PennEast’s original assertion of 2,500 jobs. Which number is accurate and credible? It depends on who is doing the counting and how it is being counted.

The study does break down jobs according to sectors. Of the sectors, 9,606 jobs are cited in non-direct construction categories, including 5,837 in non-specified “other sectors” and 730 for food and beverage services.

Patricia Kornick, media and community relations for PennEast, was asked if a food truck pulls up to a construction site and sells a taco to a worker would that food truck operator be counted as one of the 12,160 jobs. She stated the food truck operator would be counted under the food services category.

The study attributes 2,554 jobs directly related to Natural Gas Distribution, presumably construction, although given the loose parameters PennEast uses for counting jobs we can’t be sure, nonetheless, we have been led to believe the 2,554 Natural Gas Distribution jobs will be held by Pennsylvania and New Jersey workers. 

Section 3.4, Design and Construction Economic Impact of the study clearly states “The workforce for the Project is likely to be comprised of personnel from across the country due to the specialized nature of pipeline construction.” How many workers who live in Pennsylvania or New Jersey will really be working on the PennEast pipeline?

Construction of the PennEast pipeline is expected to take seven months. We know construction jobs end upon completion of the pipeline. What happens to the remaining 12,062 jobs? According to the PennEast study there will be 98 jobs remaining, however, even that number is suspect as Kornick stated only 21 jobs would be directly related to the upkeep of the pipeline. Will these 21 jobs be held by Pennsylvania or New Jersey workers or will they likely to be comprised of personnel from across the country due to the specialized nature of pipeline upkeep?

Other sections of the study have similar misleading numbers as to revenues to municipalities and the state. These revenue numbers are based on the misleading job numbers. 

There is an old saying used by those in the computer field — Garbage In — Garbage Out (GIGO) and this PennEast study is a prime example of GIGO.

Dorina Hippauf, Dallas

