PARADOX:  JOB

For the PARADOX exercise, take one of the paradoxical statements & explain it, make sense of it.  Don't disagree with it; just make sense out of it.

Here’s an example that’s not on the sheet:  
· Job - that guy from the Bible who suffers a lot - is an example of a fundamental Judeo-Christian paradox:  how do good people suffer.  
· It used to be understood in the ancient world that the good were rewarded & the bad were punished. So if I were a rich man, it was because I was a good, decent, honest, moral, righteous person....and vice-versa.  
· However, according to this new way of thinking in this new religion, we learn that “He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:45).  
· [Longfellow notes in “The Rainy Day,” “Into each life some rain must fall” (l.14).] 
· In other words, bad things happen to good people and there’s no human sense of justice involved in divine matters. 
· Like Job, we humans aren’t given any answers to why these happen:  God doesn't have to justify Him/Herself to us.
