OUTLINE TEMPLATE
I. INTRODUCTION  

	(1) INTRODUCE the Debate:

· What is the current status of the situation/argument?

· Who said what or did what?  

· Has anything related to this topic happened lately that has been in the news?

· Has the President or Congress (any elected official) done or said something on the matter?

· Has some event ignited or re-ignited this issue?

· What has recently happened to move this issue into the limelight again?

· What has caused/sparked this debate, controversy, debate?

· laws, actions, proposals, amendments, bills, court cases, hearings, law suits, marches, protests, speeches, books, movies, scandals, …

· What is the significance of the project? 

· “a hotly debated issue on which my generation will have to vote”

· What is its History (who, when, why)?
· In January of 1973, the Supreme Court passed . . . . 

· Give a brief history or timeline of events, up to the present.
· Example:  Death Penalty in USA:  court cases in the 1950s, 1960s, 1970, 1980s will bring readers up to the current status of the issue
· Generalize:  One of the most contested (divisive, hotly debated) issues in contemporary America concerns….
	

	(2) NARROW to Your Thesis Question: 

· identify issue's 2 Sides + their main points
· Some believe….On the other hand, others argue….

· Opponents & Proponents 
· 2 minor points + 3 major points
	

	(3) End w/Your THESIS QUESTION:
· remain objective, unbiased, neutral

· refer to both sides of the issue

· do not argue for your side (yet)

· phrase as a question
· Once again, we are faced with the difficult question:  Should we repeal or support Roe v. Wade?

· Are the claims regarding Global Warming warranted or unwarranted?

· Should we allow or deny homosexuals the right to marry?
	


II. SUMMARY of SIDE #1:  Pt.1  

	(1) Name the point 

· Clearly identify the point to be discussed in the paragraph

· Do this in the TOPIC SENTENCE (1st sentence)

· Attribute the point to the SIDE

· Do NOT make it seem as if the point comes from you (remain objective)

· In addition to financial reasons (the previous point - name it), another argument raised by opponents of embryonic stem cell research involves its morality—or, more to the point, its immorality.
· While the aforementioned points (name them, items in a series) are major points to this side of the issue, the most common (or most argued, obvious, …) argument posited by death-penalty proponents concerns ….
	

	(2) Explain the point

· Be brief – 1 or 2 sentences

· Make the point clearly understandable

· Usually in your own words

· “In other words”/“That is to say”
	

	(3) Illustrate the point 

· Use a representative quote from a source (*RESEARCH*)

· Show someone who favors this side of the issue actually arguing this particular point

· To illustrate, Jayne Smith, professor of Bioethics at Stanford University and author of the Opposing Viewpoints article “Arguments Against Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” claims, “The use of embryonic stem cells for research is unethical” (par. 6).
· Lead-In & Follow-Up
	

	(4) Warrant, or justify, the example

· Warrant/Justify the example to the paragraph’s point

· How is the example relevant to the point covered in this paragraph & perhaps to the entire side?

· End the para. w/a Warrant Statement 
· a Clincher Sentence for the para.

· Repeat your Topic Sentence (not verbatim)

· “Thus” / “Therefore”
· Thus, as Jane Smith succinctly illustrates in her quote, opponents of embryonic stem cell research argue that it is immoral.
	


II. SUMMARY of SIDE #1:  Pt.2  

	(1) Name the point 

· Clearly identify the point to be discussed in the paragraph

· Do this in the TOPIC SENTENCE 
· Attribute the point to the SIDE

· Do NOT make it seem as if the point comes from you (remain objective)

· In addition to financial reasons (the previous point - name it), another argument raised by opponents of embryonic stem cell research involves its morality—or, more to the point, its immorality.
· While the aforementioned points (name them, items in a series) are major points to this side of the issue, the most common (or most argued, obvious, …) argument posited by death-penalty proponents concerns ….
	

	(2) Explain the point

· Be brief – 1 or 2 sentences

· Make the point clearly understandable

· Usually in your own words

· “In other words”/“That is to say”
	

	(3) Illustrate the point 

· Use a representative quote from a source (*RESEARCH*)

· Show someone who favors this side of the issue actually arguing this particular point

· To illustrate, Jayne Smith, professor of Bioethics at Stanford University and author of the Opposing Viewpoints article “Arguments Against Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” claims, “The use of embryonic stem cells for research is unethical” (par. 6).
· Lead-In & Follow-Up
	

	(4) Warrant, or justify, the example

· Warrant/Justify the example to the paragraph’s point

· How is the example relevant to the point covered in this paragraph & perhaps to the entire side?

· End the para. w/a Warrant Statement 
· a Clincher Sentence for the para.

· Repeat your Topic Sentence (not verbatim)

· “Thus” / “Therefore”
· Thus, as Jane Smith succinctly illustrates in her quote, opponents of embryonic stem cell research argue that it is immoral.
	


II. SUMMARY of SIDE #1:  Pt.3  

	(1) Name the point 

· Clearly identify the point to be discussed in the paragraph

· Do this in the TOPIC SENTENCE 
· Attribute the point to the SIDE

· Do NOT make it seem as if the point comes from you (remain objective)

· In addition to financial reasons (the previous point - name it), another argument raised by opponents of embryonic stem cell research involves its morality—or, more to the point, its immorality.
· While the aforementioned points (name them, items in a series) are major points to this side of the issue, the most common (or most argued, obvious, …) argument posited by death-penalty proponents concerns ….
	

	(2) Explain the point

· Be brief – 1 or 2 sentences

· Make the point clearly understandable

· Usually in your own words

· “In other words”/“That is to say”
	

	(3) Illustrate the point 

· Use a representative quote from a source (*RESEARCH*)

· Show someone who favors this side of the issue actually arguing this particular point

· To illustrate, Jayne Smith, professor of Bioethics at Stanford University and author of the Opposing Viewpoints article “Arguments Against Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” claims, “The use of embryonic stem cells for research is unethical” (par. 6).
· Lead-In & Follow-Up
	

	(4) Warrant, or justify, the example

· Warrant/Justify the example to the paragraph’s point

· How is the example relevant to the point covered in this paragraph & perhaps to the entire side?

· End the para. w/a Warrant Statement 
· a Clincher Sentence for the para.

· Repeat your Topic Sentence (not verbatim)

· “Thus” / “Therefore”
· Thus, as Jane Smith succinctly illustrates in her quote, opponents of embryonic stem cell research argue that it is immoral.
	


III. SUMMARY of SIDE #2:  Pt.1  

	(1) Name the point 

· Clearly identify the point to be discussed in the paragraph

· Do this in the TOPIC SENTENCE (1st sentence)

· Attribute the point to the SIDE

· Do NOT make it seem as if the point comes from you (remain objective)

· In addition to financial reasons (the previous point - name it), another argument raised by opponents of embryonic stem cell research involves its morality—or, more to the point, its immorality.
· While the aforementioned points (name them, items in a series) are major points to this side of the issue, the most common (or most argued, obvious, …) argument posited by death-penalty proponents concerns ….
	

	(2) Explain the point

· Be brief – 1 or 2 sentences

· Make the point clearly understandable

· Usually in your own words

· “In other words”/“That is to say”
	

	(3) Illustrate the point 

· Use a representative quote from a source (*RESEARCH*)

· Show someone who favors this side of the issue actually arguing this particular point

· To illustrate, Jayne Smith, professor of Bioethics at Stanford University and author of the Opposing Viewpoints article “Arguments Against Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” claims, “The use of embryonic stem cells for research is unethical” (par. 6).
· Lead-In & Follow-Up
	

	(4) Warrant, or justify, the example

· Warrant/Justify the example to the paragraph’s point

· How is the example relevant to the point covered in this paragraph & perhaps to the entire side?

· End the para. w/a Warrant Statement 
· a Clincher Sentence for the para.

· Repeat your Topic Sentence (not verbatim)

· “Thus” / “Therefore”
· Thus, as Jane Smith succinctly illustrates in her quote, opponents of embryonic stem cell research argue that it is immoral.
	


III. SUMMARY of SIDE #2:  Pt.2  

	(1) Name the point 

· Clearly identify the point to be discussed in the paragraph

· Do this in the TOPIC SENTENCE 

· Attribute the point to the SIDE

· Do NOT make it seem as if the point comes from you (remain objective)

· In addition to financial reasons (the previous point - name it), another argument raised by opponents of embryonic stem cell research involves its morality—or, more to the point, its immorality.
· While the aforementioned points (name them, items in a series) are major points to this side of the issue, the most common (or most argued, obvious, …) argument posited by death-penalty proponents concerns ….
	

	(2) Explain the point

· Be brief – 1 or 2 sentences

· Make the point clearly understandable

· Usually in your own words

· “In other words”/“That is to say”
	

	(3) Illustrate the point 

· Use a representative quote from a source (*RESEARCH*)

· Show someone who favors this side of the issue actually arguing this particular point

· To illustrate, Jayne Smith, professor of Bioethics at Stanford University and author of the Opposing Viewpoints article “Arguments Against Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” claims, “The use of embryonic stem cells for research is unethical” (par. 6).
· Lead-In & Follow-Up
	

	(4) Warrant, or justify, the example

· Warrant/Justify the example to the paragraph’s point

· How is the example relevant to the point covered in this paragraph & perhaps to the entire side?

· End the para. w/a Warrant Statement 
· a Clincher Sentence for the para.

· Repeat your Topic Sentence (not verbatim)

· “Thus” / “Therefore”
· Thus, as Jane Smith succinctly illustrates in her quote, opponents of embryonic stem cell research argue that it is immoral.
	


III. SUMMARY of SIDE #2:  Pt.3  

	(1) Name the point 

· Clearly identify the point to be discussed in the paragraph

· Do this in the TOPIC SENTENCE 

· Attribute the point to the SIDE

· Do NOT make it seem as if the point comes from you (remain objective)

· In addition to financial reasons (the previous point - name it), another argument raised by opponents of embryonic stem cell research involves its morality—or, more to the point, its immorality.
· While the aforementioned points (name them, items in a series) are major points to this side of the issue, the most common (or most argued, obvious, …) argument posited by death-penalty proponents concerns ….
	

	(2) Explain the point

· Be brief – 1 or 2 sentences

· Make the point clearly understandable

· Usually in your own words

· “In other words”/“That is to say”
	

	(3) Illustrate the point 

· Use a representative quote from a source (*RESEARCH*)

· Show someone who favors this side of the issue actually arguing this particular point

· To illustrate, Jayne Smith, professor of Bioethics at Stanford University and author of the Opposing Viewpoints article “Arguments Against Embryonic Stem Cell Research,” claims, “The use of embryonic stem cells for research is unethical” (par. 6).
· Lead-In & Follow-Up
	

	(4) Warrant, or justify, the example

· Warrant/Justify the example to the paragraph’s point

· How is the example relevant to the point covered in this paragraph & perhaps to the entire side?

· End the para. w/a Warrant Statement 
· a Clincher Sentence for the para.

· Repeat your Topic Sentence (not verbatim)

· “Thus” / “Therefore”
· Thus, as Jane Smith succinctly illustrates in her quote, opponents of embryonic stem cell research argue that it is immoral.
	


IV. CONCLUSION #1  
	(1) Their Weaknesses 

· Analyze the Opposing Side (Side #1)

· Identify the weaknesses of their points

· in terms of Logos, Pathos, Ethos
· find & use Logical Fallacies
· (refer to your AB#3, Evaluation)

· fully developed paragraph

· do not analyze the articles 


	


IV. CONCLUSION #2  
	(2) Your Strengths 

· Analyze your side (Side #2)

· Identify the strengths of their points

· in terms of Logos, Pathos, Ethos
· (refer to your AB#1&2)

· fully developed paragraph

· do not analyze the articles 

*if we have decided to include an ANALOGY for your side, this is where to include it


	


IV. CONCLUSION #3  
	(3) Side #3 

· *THIS IS the CRUX of the PROJECT*
· take the best of Side #1 + the best of Side #2 = Side #3
· move the argument forward
· CONCESSION:

· concede a "good" pt. to S#1
· concede a weak pt. of S#2

· COMPROMISE:

· list several ideas

· that your group has brainstormed 

· that would appeal to BOTH sides

· while honoring their respective ideologies 

· how can we move forward

· reach across the aisle

· bi-partisanship 

*ideas do not have to be "right"
*ideas do have to be several


	


Save the “best” argument for last & say so





Save the “best” argument for last & say so





Emphatic Order: Save the most argued pt. for last & say so in Topic Sentence





Emphatic Order: Save the most argued pt. for last & say so in Topic Sentence





Save the “best” argument for last & say so





Save the “best” argument for last & say so





Transition:  At the start of this par., build a transition from S#1 to S#2:  list S#1's 3 pts. & then how S#2 answers the TQ; then "name" it's first pt.








