WHY WE CANNOT CITE ENTIRE PARAGRAPHS
(or “cite eventually”)

1. The reader has to be able to distinguish YOUR ideas from YOUR SOURCE’S ideas.

· Every idea must be accounted for:  who is arguing what.

· If you have a citation at the end of the paragraph, WHICH sentences EXACTLY come from you and which from your sources?

· How far back does that citation go – how many sentences in a row?

· Are “you” interspersed at all?

· When we place that PERIOD after the citation, we are telling readers that this sentence and this sentence alone comes from this source under this page referent. What comes before or after this sentence comes from the paper’s author or, if cited, comes from either a different source or a different part of the previous source.

2. What if you have MULTIPLE sources quoted (or paraphrased) in that paragraph?

· If you have only 1 citation, then that is not accurate.

· If you list several citations at the end of the paragraph, then that is utterly confusing.

3. What if you have only 1 source quoted (or paraphrased) in that paragraph BUT the material comes from different parts of that source?

· Citations have 2 parts to them:  the Author + the Page Referent.

· That Page Referent tells us readers where in the source we can find this information – its context.

· If you have only 1 citation at the end but the material comes from different parts of the source, then we readers will not be able to find it.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

· “Cite immediately, not eventually.”

· Every time we borrow information (either “directly quoted” or paraphrased), we must cite.

· Even if that make 3 sentences in a row.

· If the same source is used WITHOUT any other source coming in between

· We can truncate the citation 

· By omitting the Author’s Last Name

· BUT

· Keeping the Page Referent

· (Smith par. 5). = the 1st citation

· (par.3). = the next citation of a Smith idea

· (par.9). = the next citation after that

· If the source as no author -- (“Article Title” par.5).

· *it would be a good idea to use a LEAD-IN EXPRESSION throughout these “rolling attributions” that show readers that you are continuing the source
· Smith also notes….

· Furthermore, Smith contends….

