BECK on GORE
Excerpt from Joan Beck’s “Gore’s Tear-Jerking Speech Belies Tobacco Background”
· read the following except from Joan Beck
· and note how (she notes) Al Gore abuses PATHOS

Those delegates to the [1996] Democratic convention who were moved to tears by Vice President Al Gore’s poignant story about his sister’s death from lung cancer might not have been so misty-eyed if they knew about Gore’s long and profitable relationship with tobacco.

With uncharacteristic emotion, Gore told the audience that he was called to the hospital one day in 1984 as his sister, Nancy, lay dying.

“All of us had tried to find whatever new treatment or new approach might help,” Gore said, “all I could do was to say back to her with all the gentleness in my heart, ‘I love you.’”

Gore went on:  “Tomorrow morning, another 13-year-old girl will start smoking.  I love her, too.  Three thousand young people in America will start smoking tomorrow.  One thousand of them will die a death not unlike my sister’s.  And that is why, until I draw my last breath, I will pour my heart and soul into the cause of protecting our children from the dangers of smoking.”

Gore comes too late to the fight against tobacco.  He and his family made money by raising tobacco on their Tennessee farm for years—profiting from a product that killed lots of other people’s sisters.

