	IOE TOPIC SUGGESTIONS

“ripped from the headlines”


· For the IOE paper, I want you to choose a topic that interests you, that you have probably “gone off on a rant” with, that is perhaps related to your major or major interest, something that is meaningful to you....
· BUT something that has some societal importance, something beyond you & your significant other (e.g.). 
· I have some topics on the handout that were culled from the Opposing Viewpoints database (topics = 2-sided issues of societal importance) to give you some ideas, and below is a list I made while reading the daily newspaper – these are not mandatory, just something to spur some ideas.
REMEMBER:   NO RESEARCH FOR THIS ESSAY:  NONE. NADA. ZIP. ZILCH. ZERO…
REMEMBER:   Argue FOR or AGAINST - not BOTH sides of the issue.

REMEMBER:   3 arguments in support of your position, best for last
FALL 2014:

· Military budget cuts – 109 Field Artillery

· Minimum Wage hike

· Illegal Immigrants Amnesty

· Later school starts (el-hs)

· Realignment of political districts (gerrymandering)

· Realignment of Wyoming Valley Conference

· Realignment of NHL

· Legalization of medical marijuana

· Legalization of recreational marijuana

· Ferguson, Missouri:  Darren Wilson (support, murderer), Justice Department (involvement, director’s presence), media coverage

· ISIS (Islamic State in Iraq and Syria)

· Video-taped & broadcast beheadings

· Gaza War 2014

· Ukraine/Russia
· Illegal immigrant children
· Air strikes

· Somalia

· Syria

· Afghanistan

· Drones

· US

· Amazon.com

· NFL policies

· drugs, steroids, head injuries, domestic violence
· Thursday Night Football, M. Sam, Redskins
· Strikes

· nurses (General Hospital strike)

· teachers

· fast food workers

·  sexual abuse on college campuses, NCAA’s new handbook
SPRING 2014:
(local)

· W-B crime, Sherman Hills (3 strikes rule)

· Dallas School District tax hike

· Tavern gaming (video poker in bars)

· Genome mapping (paid for by pharmaceutical company)

(national)

· Blackphone secure Smartphone

· Buffer zones @ abortion clinics, USSC

· ISPs’ power to prioritize traffic, USSC

· Target security breach

· Obama Care

· Legalization of (medical) marijuana

· Flu shots

· Spay/neuter pets

· Adopt pets from shelter

· SSM

· Syrian Civil War in Syria OR Egypt OR South Sudan OR….

· Iranian nuke deal

· Unemployment benefits (long-term)

· POTUS’ power to appoint temporary high-power positions in Senate while senate is absent, without senate’s approval – checks & balances

· Governor Christie traffic jam debacle (& Democrats’ political maneuvering/sabotaging)

(sports)

· Manning-Brady

· NFL champs

· NFL MVP (any sport – Ronaldo as FIFA MVP)

· Wild Cat offensive scheme

· New NFL, NHL, NBA rule

· New Chicago Cubs mascot

· PSU new football coach (Vanderbilt’s gang rape scandal)

· Paying student-athletes 

· Student-athlete stipends

· A-Rod situation

· A-Rod’s suit of MLB, MLBPA

· Biogenesis of America

· Arbitrator Fred Horowitz’s reduction of 211-game suspension to 162 (post-season)

· Winter Olympics:  

· Russia as host, Russia’s anti-gay policies, US’ gay delegation, 

· specific sport or athlete, player selected for a team 

(students)
· paying colleges athlete

· wooden bats in HS BB

· alum. bats

· endorsements deals for college athletes

· SSM

· Hunting deer

· Vegetarianism

· Cell phones in school

· Extending HS school year

· Cell phones

· Food stamp restriction

· Ronaldo MVP

· School uniforms

· Abortion

· Lowering LDA

· Gun control

· Animals in captivity (specific animal)

· Buffer zones in front of AC

· Softball in SO

· Tablets instead of text books

· Instant replay in MLB

· New tackling rules in NFL

· Star Wars 7

· legalization of (medical) marijuana

· women in combat

PAST:

· teachers strike (WA)

· military strike against Syria

· Sherman Hills, WB’s 3 strikes rule

· shootings in WB

· county fairs

· same-sex marriage (in PA)

· Medicaid reform

· computer-operated cars

· Jewish New Year (any religious holiday)(any specific aspect of Rosh Hashana)

· Egyptian Spring (ouster of president, riots)

· ObamaCare (Affordable Health Care Act)

· Penn State vs. NCAA:  $60-million fine

· latest West Bank proposals

· Miss America pageant (beauty pageants in general, MA in particular, MA back in AC)

· Johnny Manziel (his suspension, his making money on his autographs, NCAA rules)
· paying college athletes (see previous)

· starting quarterback (any team, any level of football)

· NFL’s head injury settlement

· US Open tennis 

· new penalties in college football

· new conferences in college football

· MVP of MLB

· MLB playoffs (team, likely champ, new 2-wild card system)

· new RailRiders team, stadium

· prices at ball parks

· Russian winter Olympics

· fraternities, sororities
· honeymoons (traditional vs. “mini-moons”)

· death of pets (graves, cards, blogs, replacement pet)

· new American Idol judges, season

· new releases (movies, DVDs, music)

· concerts (Montage, other)
· *There were a bunch of ads, too, so another possibility is to argue for/against a particular store or product or brand.
PAST:

· abortion, capital punishment, gun control, universal health care, a particular presidential candidate, fracking, gay marriage, prescription medicine, drugs, someone/thing’s rights, welfare, unions, education

· the UN should do something about that country. Going after that terrorist is a waste of time.

· The Eurozone should, the G8 should not, Wall St. should, the Fed should not, 

· Whose going to win the championship in NHL, NBA, tennis,....?

· Stay away from that car dealership! Don't ever buy a Toyota! People in NEPA should take their cars to Joe's Garage. 

· That movie was so bad that nobody should waste their time & money on that. The #1 movie in America is the best movie of the year. That television show should be cancelled. Bring back that show.

· That was such a great book. She is such a terrible writer. Shakespeare rules!

· Great, another CD by The Zits. That was the best concert. Burn those JK CDs. Allow music downloads.

· Public smoking bans are a wonderful idea. Drinking and texting is dangerous. Colleges should ban energy drinks. The FDA should approve that product or drug. That disease is devastating. 

· Never buy that product. All-mart should pull all products made by that company.

· St. SoandSo's has the best bazaar. Working at Joe's Pool Room is the best job.

· Shane Victorino should be benched because, because, and because. The Phillies should sign Jamie Moyer again because, because, and because. Under-rated or over-rated player in a sport.

· "Such & Such" comic should be removed from the Times Leader because, because, and because. "Mallard" is the best comic because, because, and because.

· People should support Relay for Life. The 4me charity is a complete scam.

· The Spelling Bee should be an Olympic sport. The Olympics should be scrapped all-together.

· Airport security is a joke. Gas prices are fair. Vacationing at Lake Dread is frightful.

· Wikipedia sucks. What a great site. Bloggers need to get a life. We should share all of our private thoughts.

· cell phones, disciplining children, smoking, etiquette, my city, litter, fuel, gasoline, drivers, handicapped parking

