Argument at the Movies:  A Researched Film Review  STRUCTURE
I. TITLE:

· Keep it simple; don’t be cute; identify the topic & the main idea.

· Film Title + Focus  OR Assignment + Film Title 
· Thank You for Smoking, Persuasive Appeals, and Logical Fallacies 
· The Principles of Argument in Thank You for Smoking
I. Introduction: 
· Open with a relevant GENERALIZATION, STATISTIC, or QUOTE (from the movie or a review).

· Narrow towards your topic (“Some” and “Others”).

· After you introduce the film you will discuss in the essay, give some brief background of the movie.

· Include a brief PLOT SYNOPSIS in which you discuss the ACTORS, DIRECTORS, and WRITERS.

· To keep it concise, use appositives, relative clauses, adjectives.

· “In this Richard Donner-directed movie based on a Stephen King novel, Jack, played by Brad Pitt, marries Diane, played by Angelina Jolie.”

· Similar to the background in a Narrative Essay.

· END this paragraph with a clearly stated THESIS.

· Go beyond “I liked it.” (as a matter of fact, stay out of 1st person POV)
· more than a movie

· instructive, educational, illuminating, smart, intellectual

· especially in regard to Argument
· Thesis Statement:  

· topic + main idea + support (film title + judgment + elements of argument)
II. ELEMENTS of ARGUMENT:
· Choose 3:  (3 elements = 3 paragraphs)
· Persuasive Appeals (Logos, Pathos, Ethos)

· Subtext, Analogies

· Toulmin Method, Rogerian Method

· Paragraph Structure:

· Name the Element exhibited in the movie

· Define the element (w/research)

· Illustrate it (specific scene, w/quotes)

· Reiterate the element found in the movie
· “One element of argument exhibited in Thank You for Smoking is analogy.  An analogy is “… ” (  ). Another way to explain analogies is to …. An analogy is used in the movie when …. Ebert describes this scene as “ ” (  ).  Thus, one element of argument that plays a vital part in the movie is analogy.”

III. FALLACIES: 

· 5 fallacies = 5 paragraphs

· Paragraph Structure:

· Name the Element exhibited in the movie

· Define the element (w/research)

· Illustrate it (specific scene, w/quotes)

· Reiterate the element found in the movie

· “While we have seen ABCD in the movie, the most common fallacy demonstrated in Thank You for Smoking is argumentum ad misericordiam.  This is an extremely common logical fallacy which Professor Smythe defines as “…”( ). Essentially, it is an abuse of the persuasive appeal Pathos.  In the movie, we find this fallacy most dramatically in the __ scene in which …. This is when __ states, “…” (  ). The anonymous reviewer for Rotten Tomatoes draws attention to this scene and this fallacy when s/he writes:  “…” (  ).  Therefore, the most common fallacy in the movie is argumentum ad misericordiam.”
IV. Conclusion: 

· Bring your essay full-circle by referring to your opening:  generalization or scenario.
· Restate your thesis and supporting (main) points.

· *Draw a conclusion based on what you have demonstrated:

· what does this say about this movie

· what does this say about movies in general
· what does it reveal about argument
· what has it taught you

· … 

· Perhaps end with a recommendation for this film or all films based on your evidence

V. WORKS CONSULTED: 

· Alphabetical Order

· Reverse Indentation

· MLA format

· Consult our MLA 2010 page
	LOGOS:
	· Movie:  structure, organization, realism/realistic, real events, accuracy
· Character:  words, background

	PATHOS:
	· Movie:  emotion (more than just sappy, heart strings: fear, anger, self-righteousness), sentiment/sentimentality, over-sentimentality
· Character:  words, actions, gestures, …

· Music, images, historical events, …

	ETHOS:
	· Movie, Character, Director, Writer, Actor:  credibility, believable/believability, possibility, likelihood, sincerity, good intentions or dubious/ulterior motives 

	TOULMIN:
	· Claims, Grounds, Warrants 

· Movie:  what is its overall claim; does it support this with enough appropriate evidence

· Character:  does a character make any claims, offer relevant grounds

	ROGERIAN:
	· Other Side = 1st 

· Movie or Character:  is the opposing side offered (fully, fairly, objectively)

	ANALOGY:
	· Resemblance Argument connecting 2 unlike things/subjects

· Movie or Character 

	SUBTEXT:
	· Overt or subtle communication “between the lines”

· Movie, Character, Director, Writer, Actor, Subject Matter, Music/Musician 

	FALLACIES:
	· Erroneous thinking (insufficient evidence, irrelevant info, ambiguous info, faulty reasoning)

· Movie, Character, Director, Writer 


Name the Element 


Define it (research)


Illustrate (research)


Reiterate





Name the Fallacy 


Define it (research)


Illustrate (research)


Reiterate








