MOVIE REVIEW GENERAL COMMENTS

TITLES:

· underline your movie’s title (throughout the paper, too)

· capitalize the main words 

· movie title + main idea OR assignment

· Body of Lies Movie Review

· A Review of Body of Lies
· Body of Lies:  This Body Is Dead

__________________________________________________________________________________________
INTRODUCTION:

· include a brief plot summary

· brief

· NOT as long as the actual Plot Synopsis assignment

· this is NOT a movie summary paper

· end with a thesis statement

· topic + main idea + support
· While this movie had a few strengths, overall, it had too many weaknesses including its plot, directing, and acting.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
BODY:

· follow the given essay structure

· Title
· Introduction
· Body
· Side #1 Analysis (2-3 points, strengths for example)
· Side #2 Analysis (3-5 points, weaknesses for example)
· Conclusion
· Works Consulted
· paragraphs:

· each paragraph with at least ONE QUOTE from a critic to support your observation

1. NAME the point (enumerating another strengths or weakness in a Topic Sentence)

2. EXPLAIN the point briefly

3. ILLUSTRATE the point with a representative quote from a source.  

· Use material from the movie as support – scene description.

4. End with a WARRANT STATEMENT (Clincher Sentence) with “Thus” or “Therefore” to bring the paragraph full-circle by reiterating the point named in the Topic Sentence. 


· Do NOT end borrowed words or ideas (quotes).

· documentation:
· attribute a quote to an author, even if unknown (anonymous) 
· not to the article – the article “says” nothing
· for the 1st mention of an author, supply her/his credentials in a “lead-in expression”
· CITE, CITE, CITE, CITE

· the end quotation marks = before the ( ).

· period = after the ( ).

· the  ( ) contains author’s last name + page number

· no author ( “Truncated Article Title”

· no page numbers ( “Subheadings” OR paragraph numbers (par.5)

· UNDERLINING (underline the following)

· movie titles **********

· newspapers

· magazines/journals

· databases

· Web sites

· books

· (yes, MLA 2009 has changed from underlining to italicizing, but we have been underlining all semester – just be consistent throughout your paper, from Title to WC page)

· WEB SOURCES: 

· say so (online, Web, Internet, database article)

· if no page number appears onscreen, put in the (  ) a “Subheading” or a par.# – something from the source as a bearing/point of reference for the reader to find that quote in the midst of the long article

· EMPHATIC ORDER: 

· save the “best” (most significant/important) point for last – and say so
· TRANSITIONS: 

· segue from the THESIS to Side #1

· enumerate each point (First, Furthermore, Moreover, Additionally, Another weakness involves....)

· transition from Side #1 to Side #2

· POV: 

· no “you” and no “I” throughout

· remain objective
__________________________________________________________________________________________
WORKS CONSULTED page:

· ** proper MLA format for a movie review
· movies & movie reviews = different from typical magazine articles
· SO…consult the handout

· ** include citation for the movie (DVD, VHS, theater)

· alphabetical order

· reverse indentation

· (if you successfully completed the Anno. Bib., those citations appear here – without the summary and evaluation paragraphs)

