Researched Film Review:  STRUCTURE
I. TITLE:

· Keep it simple; don’t be cute; identify the topic & the main idea.

· Film Title + Judgment  OR Film Title + Assignment (film review)

I. Introduction: 
· Open with a relevant GENERALIZATION, STATISTIC, or QUOTE (from the movie or a review).

· Narrow towards your topic (“Some” and “Others”).

· After you introduce the film you will discuss in the essay, give some brief background of the movie.

· Include a brief PLOT SYNOPSIS in which you discuss the ACTORS, DIRECTORS, and WRITERS.

· To keep it concise, use appositives, relative clauses, adjectives.

· “In this Richard Donner-directed movie based on a Stephen King novel, Jack, played by Brad Pitt, marries Diane, played by Angelina Jolie.”

· Similar to the background in a Narrative Essay.

· END this paragraph with a clearly stated THESIS.

· Go beyond “I liked it.” (as a matter of fact, stay out of 1st person POV)
· Is the movie entertaining?  Does it keep the viewer’s interest?  Does it touch the viewer?  Is it worth the viewer’s time and money?  Would viewers be glad they saw it?

· Thesis Statement:  

· topic + main idea + support (film title + judgment + film elements)
II. SIDE #1 Analysis:
· Discuss fully, fairly, and objectively the opposite viewpoint’s 2-3 main points (Strengths or Weaknesses), in the emphatic order.

· Discuss 1 point per paragraph

· In these paragraphs, you are acknowledging the other side of the argument.

· This organizational scheme establishes the “Rogerian Method.”

· Discuss the movie’s strengths if you will focus on the weaknesses or vice-versa.

· Segue (transition) from your thesis to the other side of the issue.

· “While some thoroughly despised every aspect of Celluloid Junk and sincerely wish they could sue the movie studio for both the two hours and the twenty dollars they wasted watching it, others—mostly the critics—raved about it.  For example, one favorable feature concerns its characterization.”

III. Side #2 Analysis: 

· Discuss fully, fairly, and objectively the dominant viewpoint’s 3-5 main points (obviously more points than Side #1), the Strengths or Weaknesses, in the emphatic order.
· Support your thesis, point, claim, or assertion.

· Support 

· with examples/reasons (details from specific scenes) 
· and material from reviews. RESEARCH
· Segue (transition) from the other side of the issue to your side.

· “However,” “On the contrary,” “On the other hand”….

· “Despite the critic’s (bribed?) reception of Celluloid Junk,  ….”
IV. Conclusion: 

· Bring your essay full-circle by referring to your opening:  generalization or scenario.
· Restate your thesis and supporting (main) points.

· Make clear your argument:  for or against – 

· End with a recommendation of film based on your evidence. (an objective “thumbs up,” so to speak)
V. WORKS CONSULTED: 

· Alphabetical Order

· Reverse Indentation

· MLA format

· Consult our MLA 2010 page
	MOVIE ELEMENTS
some of the major elements of film to consider –



	· Plot

· Subplots

· Pace

· Narrative technique

· Structure/organization

· The writing, the script

· The story

· Acting

· Major characters

· Minor characters

· Directing

· Sound, soundtrack, music

· Lighting

· Choreography

· Mood 

· Genre

· What type of movie is it

· How does it fit into that genre

· Technical effects

· Sfx

· CGI




a Researched Movie Review:
· a research paper, 1st & foremost

· this is NOT an opinion paper

· but for a topic, rather than a controversial issue, we'll focus on a movie

· “review”

· an argument paper:  

· for (rave) or against (pan)

· this is NOT a plot summary
· how much research?  

· at least 1 researched bit (and citation) per paragraph
· cite, cite, cite 
· include a Works Consulted page, in the proper MLA format 

· links:

· MLA 2010 page

· parenthetical citations page

· movies:

· choose a movie that you like 
· maybe go see the new Batman movie this weekend!

· just no porn, please (I have to say that or else!)

· choose a movie that you know you'll find a lot of quality research on 

· not some esoteric, rarely seen flick that not even the critics have bothered to see

· so old, new, black&white, 3D -- won't matter as much as the available research

· research:

· credible, reliable sources

· blogs maybe, if they're from a credible source/magazine -- say, the New York Times

· * Roger Ebert  = credible, reliable source - so definitely start w/him

· maybe even Rotten Tomatoes & NY Times. 

· our library databases (EBSCOhost's ASP)

· for older movies, maybe TCM or AMC

· some movies have or had official sites, too

· structure:

· consult our Weeks 9-11 page & the "Outline" & "Structure" docs there

· basically, 7 total paragraphs
· Intro
· Side #1:  2 paragraphs (if this side = "for" the movie, then S#2 = "against" the movie)

· Side #2:  3 paragraphs (whether for or against, this side is your main point/thesis [argument] about the movie)

· Conclusion
· so if you're panning the movie, you'll first find 2 things nice to say about it & then go into the 3 most significant flaws

· if you're supporting it, then you'll first note 2 flaws & then go into its 3 best features (no pun intended)

Name the Strength (or Weakness)


Explain, clarify


Illustrate (research)


Reiterate





Name the Strength (or Weakness)


Explain, clarify


Illustrate (research)


Reiterate








