Researched Movie Review:  Brief Explanation
· researched:  

· NOT an opinion paper

· every Body para. must have at least 1 researched bit

· MLA format

· cite every time you borrow info (paraphrased or “directly quoted”)
· argument:

· you must have an argument, as all our other papers

· argue “for” or “against” the movie 

· (good or bad, praise or pan, "Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down")

· strengths & weaknesses

· argument:

· this is NOT a plot summary or synopsis

· concisely summarize the plot in the Intro

· describe a specific scene when it illustrates a particular point (strength, weakness)
· movie:

· choose a movie that you liked or recently watched

· major criterion:  choose one that will have plenty of credible/reliable sources

· do NOT choose one that nobody has heard of (no available research)
· age of the film doesn’t matter – as long as there is enough research

· other criterion:  no porn

· sources:
· 5 credible, reliable, quality resources
· credible, reliable, quality

· NO Wikipedia, blogs

· the late Roger Ebert’s site

· IMDB.com, Rotten Tomatoes, New York Times

· structure:
· consult the “outline” & “structure” sheets on our FRP page

· basically –

· pro = (loved it!)

· intro (thesis)
· 2 weaknesses (1 per para.)

· 3 strengths (1 per para.)

· conclusion (make your argument/recommendation)
· con = (hated it!)

· intro (thesis)

· 2 strengths (1 per para.)

· 3 weaknesses (1 per para.)

· conclusion (make your argument/recommendation)

· 5-8 pages

· includes Works Consulted page (not counted above)

· 7 total paragraphs
· pro:  strengths must out# the weaknesses

· con:  weaknesses must out# the strengths
some "big" names in movie reviews:


Roger Ebert


Rotten Tomatoes


New York Times


LA Times


imdb


TCM (for older movies)


the studios that produced


sometimes the movie has its own Web site (or FB page)


even the big magazines:  Time, Newsweek, Rolling Stone,...


Movie Fone?


other sources will depend on the movie (say your movie is religious in some way, then a source or two might come from the sphere)


DVD extras can be a source too 


the DVD jacket can help with a concise synopsis











