Critic of Kingston Critic Uses Logical Fallacies

Published: May 25, 2010 in Citizens’ Voice

Editor:

I am responding to "If Piazza dislikes Kingston he is free to leave the borough" by George J. Kochis.

Mr. Kochis, I've read your many letters to the editor. You seem like an upstanding citizen and a loyal patriotic American. But in your recent four-sentence, 112-word essay directed at me, you committed several errors in logical reasoning.

Among these fallacies are:

"Red Herring" - sidetracking the reader away from the main facts by bringing up a trivial irrelevant issue or opinion.

"Ad Hominum" - attacking the man (character assassination) and not presenting the facts.

"False Dilemma" - the "love it or leave it" fallacy that offers the reader only two choices in a situation, nothing in between.

"Non sequitur" - "It does not follow," a break in the chain of reasoning, one premise does not logically follow from a previous premise.

"Fallacy of Untouchable Authority" - perennial local politicians, local governments and authorities "can never be wrong."

Now let's apply these fallacies to your article, keeping one major fact in mind: A local newspaper with a stellar reputation in reporting broke the story about a Philadelphia-based drug ring operating at a Kingston playground near your residence.

Whether or not I was ever the victim of a crime has no relevance to the main issue: the drug ring was operating at the Kingston playground.

Whether or not the surrounding park is used for recreation and organized sports has no relevance either.

The crime and corruption in Luzerne County, the governor, and the election of judges have no bearing on the main issue: a drug bust took place at a Kingston playground, in your own neighborhood. 

Also your statement, "...the positive outweighs the negatives." (uses of the park facilities), does not erase the fact that the drug bust took place in that park in Kingston, and drug dealers put Kingston residents in harm's way.

Your telling me about "Kingston - love it or leave it" is not the main issue either.

I enjoy my adopted town, and for now, I plan to stay and help correct some things that I believe are wrong: that's why I ran for mayor and council.

And that's why I challenged, and will continue to challenge the current administration that you hold in such high esteem.

Mr. Kochis, I suggest you proofread your writing before you submit it to the newspaper, and seriously think about what you're saying and structure your arguments more logically.

And I strongly suggest you contact your local elected officials and demand some answers about what they're doing to protect Kingston residents from out-of-town crime rings.

Curt Piazza

Kingston
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