“Local Author Galante Celebrates Book Ban”
The Kingston woman is the author of the novel ‘The Patron Saint of Butterflies.’
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When Kingston author Cecilia Galante found out this week her first novel, “The Patron Saint of Butterflies,” had joined the list of banned books, she was elated.

“I was crowing,” the writer said Friday, “and my kids were asking ‘Why are you happy? Does this mean nobody can read it?’ ” 
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Actually, that’s not what it means at all. In fact, librarians and booksellers say, the banning likely will increase interest, which of course makes Galante happy.

But there’s a more important reason for her joy, she said. 
Now she joins the ranks of Harper Lee, Mark Twain​ and John Steinbeck, whose respective classics “To Kill A Mockingbird,” “Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” and “Of Mice and Men” have all been forbidden somewhere, sometime.

Even Anne Frank’s “Diary of A Young Girl,” a testimony to the cruelty of the Nazi Holocaust, is sometimes removed from shelves.

“I feel honored when you consider the amazing books that have been banned over the years,” Galante said. “It’s kind of humbling.”

Lest you think Galante’s book is being pulled from school and library shelves all across the country, rest assured that is not happening. 

A spokeswoman for the American Library Association’s Office of Intellectual Freedom, which keeps track of such things, said on Friday “The Patron Saint of Butterflies” was removed from an undisclosed location in Minnesota within the past six months.

The spokeswoman would not specify the location, because that would identify the person or persons who complained.

But, one surmises, the place could have been a single school or school district.

“School districts are usually the ones who find something offensive in the books after parents complain,” said Elaine Schall, coordinator of reader services at the Osterhout Free Library in Wilkes-Barre 

Local librarians like Schall as well as the Chicago-based American Library Association do not like to see books banned. 

Nevertheless, librarians often “celebrate” banned books and observe Banned Books Week in the fall in order to draw attention to the critical acclaim many of the books have received.

While many literature fans may applaud “Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,” for example, as thought-provoking, historically accurate and a poignant depiction of friendship, people sometimes seek to remove it because it contains the “n-word.” 

Reasons listed for the removal of Galante’s “The Patron Saint of Butterflies” were it “contains sexually explicit content,” and “unsuited to age group,” the American Library Association spokeswoman said.

Galante said the latter reason is “probably a personal opinion, and everyone’s entitled to that.” As to the first reason, she’s mystified as to what part of the book prompted it.

“I’m stunned,” she said. “There’s definitely physical abuse, but no sexual abuse. Nobody has sex. It’s not even alluded to.”

There is a reference in the book to the word “harlot,” which one character, a leader in a religious commune, uses to describe a rebellious teen.”

“I guess that’s it,” Galante said. “I can’t think of anything else.”

She said she did not intentionally set out to make anyone angry with her book, which tells of two girls, Agnes and Honey, who escape from a strict religious commune.

“I remember thinking it was going to stand out because it was a very different subject,” Galante said. “I never thought it was going to be banned.”

In any case, book experts say, “banned” reading material acquires a mystique, which people naturally find intriguing.

“Any type of media publicity is going to generate interest,” explained Sean Yustat, a manager at Barnes & Noble at the Arena Hub Plaza in Wilkes-Barre Township, where “we always have (“The Patron Saint of Butterflies”) in stock and it sells quickly.”

When written material is banned, the American Library Association said, it’s often guided by a well-intentioned desire to “protect” children.

But the books are often works that make people think, said Schall, who added “The Patron Saint of Butterflies” is available at the library.

“Just because there’s a ‘bad’ word in a book,” Schall said. “that doesn’t make it bad.”
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