FINDING FALLACIES—CRITICAL READING
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Matt Handelsman, Newsweek, July 18, 2006 

< http://www.gocomics.com/walthandelsman/2006/07/18/ >
· Begging the Question:  example of Circular Reasoning; example of the pro-ESCR side of the argument

· Strawman:   worst possible argument from GWB

· Oversimplification:  oversimplifying complex “con” reasons
· Ad Populum:  playing to the audience
· Ad Hominem:  caricature of GWB

· Non Sequitur:  last part (“might”)

· Ad Baculum:  his threat (must protect the unborn)

· Ad Misericordiam:  must protect the poor, defenseless, innocent unborn
· Card Stacking:  no other side, only 1 side to the issue

“Senate Approves Stem Cell Bill, Sends to Bush for His First Veto
”
By LAURIE KELLMAN
2006-07-18 03:00:00

< http://www.ocregister.com/articles/stem-44467-cell-research.html >

Found in Times Leader, 4A, 19 July 2006 as “Stem Bill OK’d; President Vows Veto”

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON 
- The Senate voted Tuesday after two days of emotional debate to expand federal funding of embryonic stem cell research, sending the measure to President Bush for a promised veto that would be the first of his presidency. 

The bill passed 63-37, four votes short of the two-thirds majority 
that would be needed to override Bush's veto. The president left little doubt he would reject the bill despite late appeals on its behalf from fellow Republicans Nancy Reagan and California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
.

"The simple answer is he thinks murder's wrong," said White House spokesman Tony Snow. "The president is not going to get on the slippery slope 
of taking something living and making it dead for the purposes of scientific research."

Senate supporters of the bill likened that logic to opposition suffered by Galileo, Christopher Columbus
 and others who were rebuked in their time but vindicated later.

Polls 
show as much as 70 percent public support for embryonic stem cell research.

"There has been an upsurge of demand," said Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-N.Y.
 Support for the legislation "has crossed every line we could imagine, certainly partisan lines, ethnic, racial, geographic lines."

The Senate also passed two related measures - 100-0 
in each case- that Bush was expected to sign into law.

One would encourage stem cell research using cells from sources other than embryos in an effort to cure diseases and treat injuries. The other would ban "fetal farming," the possibility of growing and aborting fetuses for research.

Those two bills were headed for a House vote later Tuesday. Bush was expected to sign them when he vetoes the embryonic stem cell research bill, as early as Wednesday.

Nineteen Republicans voted for the bill, while one Democrat, Sen. Ben Nelson of Nebraska, voted against it.

It was the first time Bush was wielding the veto pen against legislation passed by the Republican-controlled Congress. Snow said the president had issued 141 veto threats during his five and a half years in the White House, often against spending increases for domestic programs. This was the first time no deal could be cut, Snow said.

In a letter to Bush, Schwarzenegger wrote, "Mr. President, I urge you not to make the first veto of your presidency one that turns America backwards on the path of scientific progress and limits the promise of medical miracles for generations to come."

Although he is a long-time supporter of stem-cell research, Schwarzenegger also has political benefits to reap in so outspokenly opposing the president on the issue. A Republican, he faces re-election this year in a state that leans Democratic and that Bush has lost twice.

Bush's brand of religious conservatism, as embodied in his opposition to stem-cell research, is unpopular in California. Opposing it enables Schwarzenegger to appear moderate by comparison.

Stem cell research also has the backing of California voters. In 2004, they approved Proposition 71 to create the California Institute for Regenerative Medicine and provide $3 billion in research funding.

Legal challenges have put the institute's funding in limbo, but a superior court judge in April ruled that two lawsuits challenging its constitutionality have no merit.

The stem cell initiative was approved by 59 percent of the state's voters and will fund about $300 million annually in research.

Mrs. Reagan, meanwhile, had quietly made calls to a few senators to try to build support toward a veto-proof margin in the Senate, but no one was predicting one.

The White House and Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist worked for what they considered the next closest thing: stem cell-related bills Bush could sign.

Enactment of the bill to encourage research on adult stem cells enables Bush and other opponents of embryonic stem cell studies to say they, nonetheless, support stem cell science.

"The president is not opposed to stem cell research, he's all for it," Snow said.

Embryonic stem cells are essentially master cells, able to morph into all the cell types found in the body. If scientists could learn to control these cells and coax them into becoming specific types on demand, they could grow replacements for damaged tissue. The idea is to use this process _ still theoretical _ to cure or treat a raft of diseases and injuries, from diabetes to Alzheimer's and spinal cord damage.

Opponents of federal funding for embryonic stem cell research say studies on cells derived from adults and umbilical cords is more advanced, less controversial and more deserving of federal funding.

How fast the science for both types of stem cell research proceeds depends on how much money the federal government is willing to spend, and for which kind. Supporters of the embryonic stem cell bill say the engine of public funding would greatly accelerate cures and treatments.

The House last year fell 50 votes short of a veto-proof margin when it passed the same embryonic stem cell bill, 238-194. Fifty Republicans voted for the bill, in defiance of Bush and many of their party leaders.

Republican leaders in the House planned an override vote as early as Wednesday evening, confident that Bush's veto of the embryonic stem cell bill would be sustained.

Actress Mary Tyler Moore appeared with Frist during the day, saying she was very disappointed by Bush's stance.

"This is an intelligent human being with a heart, and I don't see how much longer he can deny those aspects of himself," she said.
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�Makes a big deal of his 1st veto





“TONE” of Article Titles


�Makes it seems as if the President is mean, callous, anti-Senate, tyrant


�AP wire


�No consensus


�2 actors-turned-politicians (credibility? authority?); 





Nancy Reagan = biased b/c husband died of Alzheimer’s disease (bias)


�“slippery slope”


�False analogy


�Ad Verecundiam, amphiboly:  by whom? Of whom?


�1) “upsurge” ?? 2) why her , why quote her, what’s her party & her party’s stance on the issue & what’s their motive in attacking the President? 


�Relevance?


�


Republicans:  19 for   36 against


Democrats: 43 for      1 against





(see HC’s comment above re: party lines)





