FALLACIES ACTIVITIES

III. AMBIGUOUS INFORMATION

1.      Amphiboly

2.      Begging the Question

3.      Equivocation

4.      Loaded Language

5.      False Analogy
Which fallacy is demonstrated in each statement?
1. “There must be a god,” Terry said.  “Otherwise, how can we explain all the wonders of  earth and the universe?”

2. It is safe to conclude that convicts who have served out their sentences are unlikely to return to crime because it is the purpose of prison to rehabilitate criminals.

3. Three out of four doctors recommend headache buster to relieve pain.

4. The farmers had painted the plow horses bright pink so that they might be seen as artistic.

5. American presidents have not hesitated to use terms like “Evil Empire” and “Axis of Evil” to demonize certain countries.

6. Thousands of students attend US universities:  many of then are deeply in debt.

7. “Those who criticize our war policies are not patriots,” the newspaper said.  “They are subversive, filthy communists, traitors!”

8. Giselle set out her arguments deliberately, one after another, like a brick-layer building a solid wall of reason.

9. Roaring fiercely, “Tigers are becoming an endangered species,” the speaker said.

10. The president stood before his audience like a great emperor delivering a powerful warning to the tyrants of the world.
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