FALLACIES ACTIVITIES
II. Irrelevant Evidence

1.    Ad Baculum

2.    Ad Hominem

3.    Fallacy of Opposition

4.    Genetic Fallacy

5.    Guilt by Association

6.    Ad Misericordiam

7.    Ad Populum

8.    Bandwagon
9.    Plain Folks/Snob Appeal

10.  Ad Verecundiam

11.  Red Herring

12.  Straw Man/Weak Man

13.  Tu Quoque

14.  Oversimplification

 Which fallacy is demonstrated in each statement?
1. The Bible says, “Thou shalt not kill.”  Not even the state has the right to take a human life; therefore, capital punishment should be abolished.

2. The exam asked:  Is Poe’s “the Raven” a good poem?  One student wrote:  “Poe, who wrote ‘The Raven,’ is known to have taken drugs like opium.  Opium is an addictive narcotic and may cause physical and psychological disturbances.”

3. Senator Esteban was booed and called names like “communist” and “socialist” when she tried to present a bill for a national health program.

4. The union demanded a raise of 11 cents an hour, but management rebuffed them, saying laborers could not dictate the conditions of work.

5. A professor from a small private college complained that she couldn’t get her dissertation published because publishers were only interested in work from great institutions.

6. Lloyd’s parents berated him for “that gang of loud-mouthed slackers” they called his friends.  “You’re becoming as bad as they are,” his father said.

7. A young man was permanently paralyzed in a car accident.  Unable to move, communicate, or assist himself in any way, he faced a grim life of drugs and machines.  His parents petitioned the court to let them turn off the machines that were keeping him alive.  In view of his terrible condition and hopeless future, the court granted their appeal.

8. “Those who criticize America’s war policy should go and live with the enemy,” dissidents were told.

9. Thousands of women were urged to take Thalidomide in the early 1950s to help with their pregnancies.  It was thought to be “completely safe for pregnant women.” (Unfortunately, thousands of “thalidomide babies” were born with severe deformities.)

10. Harriet laughed at Miriam’s argument until Miriam suddenly looked hostile and made a threatening gesture toward her.

11. Granny Hodgkins pouted and said, “Why shouldn’t I go line dancing? You do.”

12. Fala announced that she had several friends who were neo-Nazis.  Ashamed, her parents insisted she stop associating with these friends for fear that Fala might come to admire the neo-Nazi movement.

13. In the Laci Peterson case, a pregnant woman’s body had been found in the bay where her husband was alleged to have been fishing.  TV experts argued that many other terrible things had happened in California recently.  Police found that the Peterson home had been broken into.  They argued that the Petersons should have had a stronger door with a better lock.

14. Roscoe’s friend bought a new four-door Chevrolet sedan.  “You should have bought something better,” Roscoe smirked, “like a Corvette or a jaguar maybe.”

15. Professor Edwina was studying the impact of injuries on athletes.  Her plan was to interview authors who had written books on sports.

16. The Second Amendment to the Constitution says all citizens should keep guns for defense of the state; it’s as simple as that.

17. Let’s return America to greatness by embracing the tradition of true family values.

18. Political advertisements all over town state that if we don’t vote for Sitwell, he might have to close his factory and many people would lose their jobs.

19. People can’t spell anymore because they use spell-checkers on computers.

20. A student says, “It’s true, Dean Potter, that we’ve been making a little noise on Saturday nights and some neighbors have complained.  But have you considered the volunteer work we do for senior citizens each year?”
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