SAUSSURE:  Red Light, Green Light

Why is a red light red?
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· What is there about the color read that means "stop"?

· Why does red mean "stop"?

· Doesn't red mean other things too?

· love, passion (roses, Valentines Day)

· sex (dress, lipstick, red light district)

· power (ties)

· Kansas City Chiefs, Phil. Phillies, Detroit Red Wings

· blood, Red Cross

· ...

· Related Question:

· What is there about those 3 letters in that specific order that means the color red?
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R + E + D = 




ANSWER
· points to the ARBITRARINESS of signs

· we as a society/culture decide such things

· we agree collectively what they mean

· BUT that also means that we can change the meaning (signification) at any time we choose

· apply this to ideals of beauty & taste

· still don't believe me:  think of slang terms (esp. "cool")

· still don't believe me:  look at old year books!

