The PERSONAL in a RESEARCH PAPER

· Research papers -- such as our Causes & Effects Essay -- MUST incorporate the necessary amount of research in them

· every Body paragraph must have at the very least 1 bit of research in it

· we must support our Claim with researched Grounds, Proof, Evidence from authorities in the field

· we claim that one cause of Alzheimer's disease is mid-life obesity, so we must prove that assertion with evidence from an expert

· HOWEVER, research can tend to be coldly academic or impersonal

· facts & percentages & statistics

· SO we may use personal anecdotes 

· personal or professional experiences

· to can put a "human face" on the research

· gets the reader's attention, gets the reader to care, builds our ETHOS

· PLUS, we choose these topics because they are meaningful to us 

· we may even use this personal connection in our Introduction as a way to "introduce" this disease or issue 

· so relating the evidence to our own personal experiences connects that Introduction to the Body, 

· thereby creating a coherent whole for the paper

· THUS, use the research & then use your personal experience to "second" the research
· to support/supplement it 

· BUT not replace it -- that's my major concern

paragraph structure:

· name the cause (or effect)

· explain the cause

· illustrate/prove the cause w/research

· *perhaps add the personal or professional experience to support that research (concise, brief)

· end by reiterating the cause

One effect of lung cancer is the cost. By the cost I mean the financial cost, the money effect. For example, Dr. Jayne Smith of the National Cancers Institute of PA states, "Lung cancer is a costly disease, not only in terms of the spirit and the time, but also of the wallet:  The average patient can expect to pay over $1million in treatment costs per year" (par.5). I can attest to Dr. Smith's figures as I had to care for my Uncle Bob who died last year of this horrible disease. The costs were so bad I didn't know which would kill him first:  the disease or the medical bills. Thus, as we can see by Dr. Smith's point and my personal experience, one significant effect of lung cancer is the cost.

· (of course, if I were a cancer ward nurse, I'd use my professional experiences instead of ol' Uncle Bob)

· ANALOGY:

· vitamins are also known as "supplements"

· you would not take a vitamin & then blow off supper

· no, you would eat your supper & supplement it with the vitamin

· just as you would include research (supper) & supplement it with an anecdote (vitamin)
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