CAUSES and EFFECTS ESSAY OUTLINE
I. TITLE:
· keep it simple; don’t get cute

· Identify the Rhetorical Strategy & Identify the Topic

II. Introduction:
· introduce  your subject

· opening generalization OR relevant statistic*

· narrow to your thesis

· perhaps through a personal anecdote, recent court case, current event

· “Tip Your Hat” to the minor Causes & minor Effects

· either list the minor & then the major Causes; the minor Effects & then the major Effects

· or list the minor Causes & Effects and then the major Causes & Effects (works better)
· THESIS/Purpose Statement:

· THESIS:  List the 3 most significant/common/commonly accepted C&E.
· SO WHAT?!:  Why should people know, understand, be aware of the C&E of your topic? Create a purpose for analyzing the causes & effects of this event, condition. 
III. Causes: 

· 1 cause per paragraph

· name, explain, illustrate, reiterate/warrant

· causes, influences for people to start smoking

· discuss and explain – use research
· no “conclusion,” just present the facts

· you can characterize the causes, but do not pre-empt your Conclusion

· emphatic order


TRANSITION:
· from the Causes to the Effects

· at the start of Effect #1’s paragraph

IV. Effects: 

· 1 effect per paragraph

· name, explain, illustrate, reiterate/warrant

· effects, consequences of smoking

· discuss and explain – use research
· no “conclusion,” just present the facts

· emphatic order

V. Conclusion: 

· *repeat the C&E 
· *“conclude” based on your findings — ARGUE
· *refer to your Introduction’s purpose/justification (SO WHAT?!)
· explore this in greater depth than in the Intro
VI. Works CONSULTEd: 

· at least 5 sources

· list citations alphabetically
· maintain reverse indentation
· see MLA 2010 page for the exact format
The Causes and Effects of ____________





at least 1 researched bit of info per par.


and CITE, CITE, CITE, CITE


* failure to cite = failure *
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Most __ Causes





DO NOT MIX & MATCH


Discuss all the causes


1 per paragraph


Listed in the emphatic order


THEN


Discuss all the effects 


1 per paragraph


Listed in the emphatic order





C&E do NOT come in pairs
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Most __ Effects





Title


Introduction


C#1


C#2


C#3 *


E#1 (trans.)


E#2


E#3 *


Conclusion


Works Consulted 


= 5-6 pages








