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This image that circulated online during Hurricane Sandy is a composite of two separate photographs.
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Hurricane Sandy’s arrival was heralded not only by rain and wind, but also by furious social media activity.

Twitter and its photographic counterpart, Instagram were both inundated with photos from people in or near the leading edge of the hurricane, which spread in a ripple-like fashion from their point of origin all around the world.

The photos were in many ways what you’d expect – water crashing over the boardwalk in Atlantic City, streets beginning to flood, trees blown over by the incredible winds that Sandy brought with her.

Among these photos, however, were some that seemed … a little odd. Some were familiar … some were incredible and some were clearly absurd.

Buzzfeed, a website that tracks viral images on the Web, noted several dramatic images that spread on the Web even though they were not authentic:

• An image of soldiers standing guard at Arlington, for example, was widely spread and commented on. That photo was, in reality, taken by a professional photographer months earlier and used on her social media page.

• An image of New York City with a massive thunderhead poised directly overhead was cited on Buzzfeed as a combination of two separate images.

• An image of the Statue of Liberty being slammed with whitecaps above the base for the statue is an illustration from the movie “The Day After Tomorrow.”

The images captured the attention of people and were shared widely through social media, even though none of them was authentic.

“It’s very, very easy to accidentally spread misinformation on social media, especially when it comes to natural disasters,” reported Buzzfeed.

What we have then, is an example of one of the pitfalls of social media. People are less skeptical online for some reason than they are in person.

You’re reading it, so it must be true. The lesson here: Take your tweets with a grain of salt.
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