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Weather watching has become the new cult, and weather "forecasters" are the new spellbinders.

"Weather" is no longer a daily phenomenon that changes with the seasons. It is now the enemy. On forecasters' word, normal, intelligent people become cowering puppets. These influential cult leaders have marshalled high-ranking officers in school districts, public agencies and private business, and conscripted hundreds of thousands of foot soldiers among the populace to fight .... weather. Or might we say, to retreat from it?

Weather watching has moved from the last portion of a news broadcast to the headliner. It's big business — show business. Al Roker, look out. Weather has its own channel, weather "personalities" are big names across the broadcast spectrum, and the growing fixation has spurred any number of spinoff enterprises.

Social media only propel the fancy. Take the Eastern PA Weather Authority. EPAWA has a pretty reliable record of forecasting, and has garnered 173,000 Facebook fans and 10,000 Twitter followers. It uses social media to extend its reach and advance its agenda. Last Friday EPAWA posted this headline: "ALERT: EASTERN PA WEATHER AUTHORITY IS NOW OPERATING IN STORM MODE: ALARMS SOUNDED. Accompanying the post was a "Storm Mode" graphic featuring an agitated Godzilla.

If you live in the Poconos, you know, of course, that the predicted mega-snowstorm, with its much-ballyhooed 12 to 18 inches of snow, did not happen. As so often occurs, the winds shifted and the weather pattern changed course. Godzilla missed the Poconos.

But that won't stop the panic-inducers. In their playbook, weather is a version of hell, which they can use as a club to control the fearful. To avoid weather hell, to protect yourself from it, you have to listen to every word they say and do what they tell you. Of course, schools must close. People have to cancel their meetings. Commuters, and even people who live close to the job, can't venture out on the roads. They might be snowy.

All this in an area that touts itself as a ski and winter sports mecca, and whose residents should take such seasonable weather in stride.

Americans love a fad. Unfortunately, weather-watching has become more than a fad. It's now a phobia that cripples whole portions of society, teaching impressionable children that weather, even normal winter weather, is to be feared and that everything shuts down for days at a time when snow falls — OMG! — in winter.

Responsible, economically successful societies don't cringe with anxiety over weather. They prepare for adverse events, seasonable or unseasonable, and meet them head on.

Americans, unite! Accept the weather cult for the entertainment it is, save Godzilla for the movies and reclaim your reason.

