Critical Thinking:  Question Everything

Abe Lincoln supposedly wrote, as noted by a UC-Davis professor: 

“I see in the near future a crisis approaching that unnerves me and causes me to tremble for the safety of my country. . . . corporations have been enthroned and an era of corruption in high places will follow, and the money power of the country will endeavor to prolong its reign by working upon the prejudices of the people until all wealth is aggregated in a few hands and the Republic is destroyed.” 

—U.S. President Abraham Lincoln, Nov. 21, 1864 
(letter to Col. William F. Elkins) 
Ref: The Lincoln Encyclopedia: The Spoken and Written Words of A. Lincoln 
Arranged for Ready Reference, Archer H. Shaw (NY, NY: Macmillan, 1950) 
http://www.ratical.org/corporations/Lincoln.html
The fuller context of the letter:

“We may congratulate ourselves that this cruel war is nearing its end.  It has cost a vast amount of treasure and blood. . . . It has indeed been a trying hour for the Republic; but I see in the near future a crisis approaching that unnerves me and causes me to tremble for the safety of my country. As a result of the war, corporations have been enthroned and an era of corruption in high places will follow, and the money power of the country will endeavor to prolong its reign by working upon the prejudices of the people until all wealth is aggregated in a few hands and the Republic is destroyed. I feel at this moment more anxiety for the safety of my country than ever before, even in the midst of war. God grant that my suspicions may prove groundless.” 

BUT:

As interesting as this quote may be, as quotable as the 16th president may be, Abraham Lincoln neither wrote nor spoke these words. Yet, this misattribution persists, based on lazy, credulous, gullible, uncritical research. 
http://americanmissive.com/2009/03/20/did-abraham-lincoln-say-that/
http://www.abrahamlincolnassociation.org/Newsletters/1-1.pdf
http://www.snopes.com/quotes/lincoln.asp
