PAGE  
8

“BEER SUMMIT”
Photo Blog: “Ale to the Chief”

Holly Bailey, Posted Friday, July 31, 2009 7:21 AM

< http://blog.newsweek.com/blogs/thegaggle/archive/2009/07/31/photo-blog-ale-to-the-chief.aspx >
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And here it is: The official White House photo of President Obama clinking beer mugs with Harvard professor Henry Louis Gates and his arresting officer, Sgt. James Crowley of the Cambridge Police. Not pictured: Joe Biden who also attended and drank, gasp, non-alcoholic beer. (Seriously Joe?)  So what happened? Well, no one apologized, but according to Crowley, the two agreed that it was more important to look forward rather than backward. Gates said he better understands the sacrifices officers like Crowley make. And Obama was just thankful to be there. Gates and Crowley apparently agreed to talk again—this time away from all the lights and cameras. And that's it. So can we talk about something else now?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Cop, Scholar to Meet Again After Beer Chat
Two men at the center of race uproar meet at White House for beers

The Associated Press, updated 6:10 p.m. ET, Fri., July 31, 2009
WASHINGTON - The black scholar and the white police sergeant who arrested him agreed to disagree and promised to talk again, a gracious conclusion to the first round of an eye-opening dialogue on race that allows President Barack Obama to get back to selling his health care plan to skeptical Americans. 

After accepting Obama's invitation to discuss the July 16 incident over a beer Thursday evening at the White House, both Harvard professor Henry Louis Gates Jr. and Cambridge, Mass., police Sgt. Joseph Crowley thanked Obama for the cold ones served on a patio near the Rose Garden. Neither they nor the president offered apologies for their roles in the affair. 

Obama became embroiled in the debate over whether Crowley was justified in arresting Gates at his Cambridge home when the president told a news conference last week that police had "acted stupidly." He quickly backtracked in the face of police complaints, acknowledged he should have used different language to express his concerns, and invited the two men to join him for a beer.

"I have always believed that what brings us together is stronger than what pulls us apart," Obama said after the highly anticipated, 40-minute conversation. "I am confident that has happened here tonight, and I am hopeful that all of us are able to draw this positive lesson from this episode."

Pledging future talks
White House officials were content to let Obama's involvement in the incident end right there. Gates and Crowley said they were eager to get back to work, although both pledged future talks aimed at better understanding.

Gates said he hoped the entire experience would prove to be an "occasion for education, not recrimination," adding that the burden now rests with him and Crowley to use the opportunity to foster wider awareness of the dangers facing police officers and the fears that some blacks have about racial profiling. 

In a nod to all that's facing Obama, his friend, Gates added, "It turns out that the president just might have a few other things on his plate as well." 

"We agreed to move forward," Crowley said later when asked whether anything had been solved. "I think what you had today was two gentlemen agreeing to disagree on a particular issue. I don't think that we spent too much time dwelling on the past. We spent a lot of time discussing the future."

Barely viewed
That's precisely where the White House wants the public to be looking. Although Obama had invited Crowley and Gates as part of what he called a "teachable moment," it was barely seen by the masses. The permitted news coverage allowed the public to get the we've-come-together photos and video footage that the White House wanted, while keeping the discussion private among the men.

"I noticed this has been called the 'Beer Summit.' It's a clever term, but this is not a summit, guys," Obama told reporters in the Oval Office before the meeting, trying to lower expectations. "This is three folks having a drink at the end of the day, and hopefully giving people an opportunity to listen to each other. And that's really all it is. This is not a university seminar." 

The incident that brought them together was well known by the time the three men met, joined by Vice President Joe Biden: Crowley had investigated a potential burglary at Gates' house and ended up arresting the protesting professor for disorderly conduct. The matter mushroomed into a debate on racial profiling, fueled by Obama's "acted stupidly" remark. 

‘Difficult spot’
Vesla Weaver, a political scientist who studies race and criminal justice at the University of Virginia, said she doesn't fault Obama, the nation's first black president, for not pushing the conversation to a broader discussion of racial injustice. "He's in a bit of a difficult spot," she said, given the nation's extremely sensitive reactions to matters of race. 

Crowley told reporters that Obama served merely as a facilitator. 

"He provided the beer. He contributed in a small part," Crowley said. "He really wanted to bring two people together to try to solve not only a local issue in Cambridge but also what has become a national issue." 

So much of a national issue that Obama's popularity took a hit, especially among white voters, according to a poll released Thursday. 

The survey by the nonpartisan Pew Research Center found that 41 percent of respondents disapproved of Obama's handling of the Gates arrest, compared with 29 percent who approved. Among whites in general, more disapprove than approve of his comments by a 2-1 margin.

The poll of 1,506 adults was conducted July 22-26. It had a margin of error of plus or minus 3 percentage points. 

"Politics aside, the most important thing that should come out of today is that two people sat down and talked to one another," said Karen Finney, a former Democratic National Committee spokeswoman. "That is how real change happens, when people are willing to challenge their own biases by talking to people who are different from themselves." 

© 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

< http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32210408/ns/politics-white_house/>
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“D.C Gimmick or Genuine Gesture?”

Calvin Woodward, AP writer

“If you ever reach total enlightenment while drinking beer, I bet it makes beer shoot out your nose,” the comedic philosopher Jack Handey once theorized.

A messy eureka moment like that was not on tap for the White House beer drinkers Thursday evening.

President Barack Obama's get-together with black Harvard scholar Henry Louis Gates Jr. and white police Sgt. James Crowley was less about reaching for racial enlightenment than about helping Obama change the topic.

His approval ratings are sagging and his proposed health care overhaul is a momentous struggle.

His snap judgment that Cambridge, Mass., police "acted stupidly" in the Gates-Crowley confrontation proved a distraction that, if anything, may have sharpened a racial divide. It certainly got people talking.

Obama has dealt with race at calibrated, infrequent and powerful moments. His historic achievement as the first black president is held out as the obvious and most shining testament to racial progress even as he highlights persistent inequalities and prejudices.

It was his seemingly impromptu dip into roiling waters that he's trying to get out of now, with the dog days of August nigh, Congress scattering next week and Americans making tracks to the beach.

Both protagonists have defended their behavior in the Cambridge dustup at Gates' home. But in agreeing to come _ one does not turn down a president's invitation lightly _ they signaled willingness to be players in a reconciliation drama.

The White House said in advance that the moment would no doubt be "poignant," a sure sign everything was being managed to achieve poignancy.

"Sure it's a gimmick," said damage-control specialist Eric Dezenhall, "but Obama's gift is making gimmicks look visionary.

"In fact, the whole post-racial routine is a gimmick," he went on. Dezenhall compared it to the "Mission Accomplished" banner that symbolized a premature Iraq war victory celebration for President George W. Bush.

"Only it works better, largely because people want it to work; they like the whole theater of healing."

A striking 80 percent of respondents were aware of Obama's comments about the Gates-Crowley dispute in a Pew Research Center poll out Thursday.

The president's approval ratings, down overall, slipped markedly among whites in the days after Obama weighed in on the dispute: to 46 percent from 53 percent before he spoke on the matter.

In the same period, his approval went up among racial minorities and Hispanics after his comments _ to 74 percent from 63 percent before he talked about it.

The July 16 arrest of Gates for disorderly conduct in his own home prompted the debate over racial profiling and police conduct. Crowley said Gates was belligerent when police showed up to investigate a report of a possible break-in, after Gates forced his own door open. Gates said police presumed a robbery because he was black. Charges against him were dropped.

Absent hard evidence on both sides, did whites reflexively support the sergeant because he's white? Did blacks cry foul because of a hair-trigger sensitivity about racism?

Brewskies won't settle those questions, larger ones about race, or any "deep thoughts," as Handey calls the whimsical one-liners he used to read on "Saturday Night Live."

After the beer, there are still missions to be accomplished.

<http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/07/30/ap/preswho/main5199179.shtml>
EDITOR'S NOTE: Calvin Woodward has covered politics and national affairs for The Associated Press since 1994.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
A Sorry Attempt at Peacemaking
Richard L. Connor (rconnor@timesleader.com), Sunday August 02, 2009 | 01:00 AM

“SO, A GUY walks into a bar…”

Imagine the timeless set-up for countless jokes, only this time with a very specific setting. Fantasy being what it is, the bar is the White House and the bartender none other than Barack Obama.

The President actually invited them to come on down Thursday for a couple of brewskies. How quaint. How cool. How, so very hip and with it.

One’s a cop. The other, a Harvard professor, and a distinguished one at that.

They order beers, a Blue Moon for the cop and a Sam Adams for the professor.

“Hey,” says the cop to the professor, “last time I saw you I believe you were wearing handcuffs.”

The professor does not smile. He’s from Harvard. They only laugh at jokes about Yale.

“Easy now,” says the bartender to the cop. “Don’t start acting stupidly — I mean hastily — again.”

He was calibrating his words trying to diffuse a potential barroom brawl.

And so it goes. …

The President went off script July 22 when, without his trusty TelePrompTer, he attempted to craft remarks to questions about Professor Henry Louis Gates Jr.’s problems with the Cambridge, Mass. police.

Gates was arrested for not heeding the advice of a police officer. The police put him in handcuffs for his disrespect for a man wearing a badge and hauled him off to jail before a decision was made not to charge Gates.

Everyone in the country now knows the story well. A passerby saw two men forcibly entering a home and called police to report what she believed to be a break-in.

Little did she or the police know that the “intruders” included Gates, who was breaking into his own home after misplacing his keys.

The tape of the call supposedly shows she answered a question about their race by saying one of them looked “kind of Hispanic.” She said that in a solicited response, not unsolicited, according to the tape. That’s an important distinction.

According to the police, when they arrived, Gates argued with Sgt. James M. Crowley and he arrested the professor for being disorderly.

At his news conference, Obama was asked how he viewed the incident of a black man being arrested for breaking into his own home.

Obama accused the Cambridge police of “acting stupidly,” while qualifying his reaction by pointing out that “Skip” Gates is a personal friend. His statement then led to debates about racial profiling since the professor is black and the arresting police officer white.

It turns out police officer Crowley is considered an expert on profiling and the problems it can create.

An uproar has ensued. Everyone is mad at someone. The police officer and his union believe he was unfairly accused. The record supports that at this point.

Hoping to divert attention from this major mistake, Obama wanted the nation’s eyes back on health care reform so he attempted an apology.

It went like this:

“I obviously helped to contribute ratcheting it up, I wanted to make clear that in my choice of words, I think, I unfortunately, I think, gave an impression that I was maligning the Cambridge Police Department or Sergeant Crowley specifically,” Mr. Obama said. “And I could have calibrated those words differently. And I told this to Sergeant Crowley.
“I continue to believe, based on what I have heard, that there was an overreaction in pulling Professor Gates out of his home to the station,” Mr. Obama added. “I also continue to believe, based on what I heard, that Professor Gates probably overreacted as well. My sense is you’ve got two good people in a circumstance in which neither of them was able to resolve the incident in the way that it should have been resolved and the way they would have liked it to be resolved.”
To date, Obama has handled the media folks like puppets and enthralled the public with what is supposed to pass as candor and eloquence. Obama tried to wiggle out of this one by using the word, “calibrated.”

Calibrate, however, is what you do with a carburetor or some other mechanical device. A message about either race or respect for authority, particularly police, is not so easily calibrated.

The President — with that one remark made flippantly without knowing all the facts — calibrated a setback for law and order in this country. It is a major step backwards for race relations.

He could have healed many of the wounds by just admitting he spoke out of turn and was wrong. Obama is the one acclaimed for being such a good speaker. Instead, he parsed his words.

This is a nation that remembers well the videotaped beating of Rodney King. We remember the stumbling performance of Los Angeles Detective Mark Fuhrman in the O.J. Simpson trial.

We know that there are instances of the police reacting poorly and illegally in certain situations of race and crime or suspected criminal activity. We know that some police officers are racists and jerks.

But, in this country, we are taught to respect and abide by the rules of law and the enforcement by the police. If police misuse their power and authority we can sue them and seek redress in the courts. That’s also what we are taught.

Former President George W. Bush was a mumbler and verbal blunderer, but he took decisive action to legally fight racial profiling.

President Obama was being cocky — and reckless — with his poor choice of words. His rush to judgment started to unravel what his predecessor had put in motion in law to foster better race relations. Obama offered solace and an excuse to those who want to hide behind race.

In one flippant remark, President Obama made it excusable to mouth off to policemen, especially if you are a minority.

Sorry, you just cannot do that. And you cannot make up for it with an insincere and ineffectual response by asking the fellas to join you for a beer.

And so, two men walk into a bar after the President invited them to Washington for a beer. Gates accepted immediately. Why wouldn’t he? No one proclaimed, on national television, he was “acting stupidly.”

Sgt. Crowley then said, sure he’d like to have a beer with the President. He should have said “no thanks.”

And so the three, joined by the non-alcoholic beverage-drinking Vice President Joe Biden, all gathered near the Rose Garden at a small table for four.

The President had a Bud Light, Sgt. Crowley a Blue Moon — probably symbolic of his mood and the night he tried to do his job only to be criticized later in front of millions watching TV — and Gates had a Sam Adams light.

Thank goodness Biden had a non-alcoholic Buckler because there is no telling what he might say if he were tipsy. (There goes that potential excuse to explain away his malapropisms.)

I’d feel more sympathy for the foot-in-mouth vice president if I knew he had an excuse for some of the inexplicable statements he’s made.

Obama as bartender-racial peacemaker seems to have been a colossal failure. The photos of the event show at least one man — Sgt. Crowley — looking like he’d rather jump up and escape into the trees behind him.

In one photo he’s talking while the rest are trying to act as if they give a damn. Gates is listening with a sincere, intense expression. Why didn’t he show that much respect for Sgt. Crowley when he was trying to do his job and investigate the report of a break-in?

Afterward, Sgt. Crowley said no apologies were offered. Why did any of them attend then, if no one was going to say “I’m sorry.”

Too little, too late, men.

It was an attempt at a solution that’s all foam. We have a right to expect more maturity, especially from the eloquent, young President who should be leading our country.

Obama as bartender-racial peacemaker seems to have been a colossal failure.

---Richard L. Connor is Editor and Publisher of the Times Leader and president of Wilkes-Barre Publishing Company.

<http://www.timesleader.com/opinion/columnists/connor/A_sorry_attempt_at_peacemaking_Richard_L__Connor_Opinion_08-02-2009.html>

