Argumentative Essay:  School Uniforms
Learning Standards
Imagine that the schools in your town or city are considering making uniforms mandatory for all students in every grade.

Some people say that having uniforms prevent bullying, create safer schools, and help students stay focused on learning. Others think that uniforms mean you can't express yourself, don't prevent cliques, and are too expensive.

Write an argumentative essay to one of the following assigned audiences:

· letter to the editor

· letter to the school principal (or school board)

· letter to parents (PTA)

· letter to classmates (in school newspaper)

· letter to opponents (those who strongly disagree with you stance)

In your piece, state your opinion on the benefits or drawbacks of school uniforms – choose a clear side of the argument. Using examples, convince your audience to agree with your position.
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Clarity and Focus

Present your ideas directly
and include only information
on your main topic.

Q

Use of Evidence
When explaining the topic,
use information from class or

legitimate references. Make your
essayclear and correct.

o

Analysis and Organization
Develop a claim and use
evidence to support it.
Explain your position using
transitions and a strong
introduction and conclusion.

Language and
Genre Awareness

Pay attention to using active
words, a formal tone, and a
variety of sentence structures.
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‘= Advanced

The writer's idea or topic based on
the text is clear and presented in a
focused way.

Evidence relates directly to the
claims, is valid, and is very clearly
integrated. Counterarguments
are referenced.

Well reasoned, insightful arguments
connect evidence to claims, with
valid organization, skillful transi-
tions, and a coherent, reflective
conclusion.

The essay consistently employs
appropriate formal language,
specific vocabulary, and varied
sentence structure.

= Proficient

The writer's idea or topic based
on the text is present and
clearly stated.

The writer competently uses evi-
dence to support an explanation.
The evidence is well integrated
into the essay text.

Arguments show understanding
and reasoning based on evidence,
with some basic transition and

coherence, including a conclusion.

The essay uses mostly correct,
varied sentence structure and
usually uses appropriately for-
mal language and vocabulary.

%)) revision assistant

=~ Developing

The writer has an idea or topic,
but it may not be well-developed
oris not clearly connected to
the topic.

Evidence may be present but
is sparse or not clearly relevant to
the ideas being explained.

Arguments show limited reason-
ing or understanding of the topic.
Flawed reasoning connecting ev-
idence to claims and an uneven
progression from beginning to end.

The essay uses limited or repetitive
sentence structure and inade-
quately uses strong vocabulary

or formal language.

~  Emerging

Itis difficult or impossible to
identify the topic, idea, or
subject of the essay.

Evidence is absent or unrelated
to the topic. Counterarguments
are not referenced.

No argument is made or is
very unclear, with no connec-
tion between evidence and
claims, few to no linking words
or phrases, and no discernible
organization of ideas.

The style is informal, sentenc-
es are poorly constructed, and
serious, pervasive errors in
language use are present.
Shorthand may be used.




