ANALOGY:  ZOMBIES and…..
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TRAITS of a ZOMBIE:

· Oxymoron:  living dead (should be gone but aren’t; death isn’t final)

· Unthinking – driven by single impulse, compulsion, single-minded

· Base instinct - consume

· Unforgiving, merciless

· Can’t be bargained with

· Can’t be argued with, can’t debate them, can’t have a parley with them

· Can’t be threatened with reprisals (home, family, country)

· Only thing you can do is shoot them in the head

· & beware of the un-undead – look dead but can still bite you

· Not afraid to die

· Why is it happening? Just because (bad things happen to good people)

· Virus/plague isn’t explained

· Man-made?

· Mere thought of them inspires terror

· Keep coming, don’t stop, driven, …

· Egocentric 

ANALOGIES:

· Do those traits remind you of anyone?

· Mindless consumerism, capitalism

· Dawn of the Dead (1979) takes place in a mall
· Stephen King:  “[…] but the true genius was [George] Romero’s follow-up, Dawn of the Dead, with its uniquely American situation:  survivors of the original plague trapped in a mall surrounded by the living dead. The all-American shoppers’ heaven becomes a glittering chrome-and-plastic hell; the consumers become the consumed. Released in 1979, around the time that mall multiplexes were becoming not just common but de rigeur, it was the perfect fright film at the perfect time […]” (“What’s Scary” vix, emphasis mine).

· Religious fundamentalists

· unforgiving, uncompromising ideology

· blind faith, mindless acceptance, narrowmindedness

· unthinking

· self-righteous (selfish, egocentric)

· religion = their whole life

· compulsion to convert others

· paradox/oxymoron:  religion & death, peace & terror/war

· holy war, Christian soldier

· TERRORISTS:  Stephen King on 2004 remake of Dawn of the Dead:  “What we see in that brief black-and-white shot is what looks like a thousand devout Muslim worshippers, bowing toward Mecca in unison – an image of mass belief that most Americans found troubling. By 2004, only three years downriver from // 9/11, rampant consumerism was the last thing on our minds. What haunted our nightmares was the idea of suicide bombers driven by an unforgiving (and unthinking, most of us believed) ideology and religious fervor. You could beat ‘em or burn ‘em, but they’d just keep coming, the news reports assured us. They would keep coming until either we were dead or they were.  The only way to stop them was a bullet in the head. [par.] Remind you of anything?” (“What’s Scary” xx-xxi, emphasis mine).

· Puritans, JW, 7DA,…

· Any zealotry, fanaticism, extremism, bigotry, dogmatism, …

· Any addiction
· single-minded, driven by singular impulse
· selfish, egocentric
· lack shame, lack conscience vs. addiction
· powerlessness, out of control
· compulsion to convert others
· can’t be reasoned with, debated
· birds of a feather…
· a “culture” has emerged
· Gullibility, credulity, naivety, rashness, unwariness,…

· indifference, apathy

· the daily grind
· brilliant opening to Shaun of the Dead
· going through life with eyes closed (see but don’t perceive)

· oblivious to our surroundings

· just going through the motions

· McJobs, mindless work

· driving, working, living on “autopilot”

· existing but not living

· hypermodernity

· living without thinking

· mass-consumerism, mindless shopping, buying for the sake of buying, told to buy

· retail zombieism, techno-zombieism  

· long lines for new technology product (phone, VG console)

· Black Friday

· homogenization of society/culture

· lack of critical thinking skills

