ANALOGY:  People (homeless, babies) = Trash

X-Files, “Home Again”

TRASHMAN ARTIST:
If they don't see me and I don't see them, they can't hurt me. The people on the streets-- the homeless, street people-- they ain't got no voice, right? They get treated like trash. I mean, actual trash. It's like this. You throw your grande cup or your pop bottle in the right trash can under the sink-- recyclables here, trash there-- you tie it in a bag, you take it outside, you put it in the right dumpsters. Pat yourself on the head. You're a good person, yeah? You did the right thing, you fought global warming, you love all the little animals. Well, Friday come, Wednesday maybe, garbageman takes the trash away. It's not your problem anymore. Magic! But it is your problem, because it piles up in the landfill. And the plastics leak toxins into the water and the sky. But if you don't see a problem, there's no problem, right? People treat people like trash.

….

Nah, I was just trying to give those people a voice the only way I know how-- through art. Not violence. Something I can put around town, so they wouldn't be forgotten.

Read more at: http://transcripts.foreverdreaming.org/viewtopic.php?f=174&t=25088

AND:

Trashman: Yeah. I made them. I didn't mean to, but I made 'em. They'll go away, eventually. They're fading. But the Band-Aid Nose Man... he's different. Tibetan Buddhists would call him a Tulpa. A thought form using mind and energy to will a consciousness into existence. Tulpa is a 1929 Theosophist mistranslation of the Tibetan word "tulku," meaning "a manifestation body." There is no idea in Tibetan Buddhism of a thought form or thought as form. And a... and a realized tulku would never harm anyone, let alone kill. Okay. But I'm telling you. I spend a lot of energy in my art. I, uh, meditated on it. I willed it. What I wanted him to look like, what I wanted him to be, and why I wanted him. (screams) (baby crying) (gasping): Oh, oh! Oh! I didn't bring him here. He came to me. (baby crying) But in the end, he told me what he wanted to be. All we do is hold the pencil. All we do is hold the clay. I think there must be spirits and souls floating all around us. And if you think real hard or you want them so bad... they come to you. What are you gonna call him? William. And then they become alive with a life of their own. My son... is named William, too. Our son, Mulder. (crying): I gave him up. This... this is what came to me in my dreams. From some other place, yeah? But now it's alive and it's out there. Down to the Band-Aid I used to hold the clay in place. Who would copy this? And did you smell it? It smells like nothing on this Earth. It has its own life. Does what it wants. I just wanted to scare 'em, scare anyone that took dignity away from the homeless. That's where the violent idea popped in my head. It was just an emotion that ran through my head. An idea is dangerous, even a small one. But now he uses that violent idea. He thinks that is what he is supposed to do. 
Scully:  You are responsible. If you made the problem, if it was your idea... then you're responsible. You put it out of sight, so that it wouldn't be your problem. But you're just as bad as the people that you hate.
(art work = baby = social problems)



SCULLY:

I know now why Mom asked for Charlie, even though he was out of her life. She wanted to know before she left that he'd be okay. She gave birth to him. She made him. He's her responsibility. And that's why she said what she said to us. She wanted to make sure that we'd be responsible to know that William's okay. Even though we can't see him. I know that as parents, we made a difficult sacrifice to keep him safe. That it was for his own good to put him up for adoption. But I can't help but think of him, Fox. I can't help it. I believe that you will find all of your answers. You will find the answers to the biggest mysteries, and I will be there when you do. But my mysteries... I'll never have answered. I won't know if he thinks of me, too, or if he's ever been afraid and wished that I was there. Does he doubt himself because we left him? What questions does he have of me? The same that I have with this quarter? And I want to believe... (sniffles) I need to believe, that we didn't treat him like trash.

Read more at: http://transcripts.foreverdreaming.org/viewtopic.php?f=174&t=25088

'The X-Files' Trash Man Case Makes An Important Point About Culpability


[image: image1.jpg]






[image: image2.jpg].






Caitlin Flynn 

9 days ago Entertainment 

When a detective in Philadelphia encounters a "spooky" murder case, who does he call? Mulder and Scully of course, because everyone knows they're the ultimate experts when it comes to these types of cases. In the Feb. 8 X-Files episode "Home Again," the agents head to a crime scene where a federal employee has been killed — apparently by a creature that can't be human, as evidenced by the fact that his apparent footprints have no ridges. The victim, Joseph Cutler, was building a luxury apartment building in the neighborhood and therefore driving the homeless population out of the area in order to gentrify it — so, it's safe to say he had a few enemies. Though this may seem like a straightforward "monster of the week" episode, its theme raises important issues about blame.

After receiving news that her mother has suffered a heart attack, Scully leaves the scene moments after arriving, but Mulder stays in Philadelphia to investigate before ultimately joining her in D.C. He interviews Nancy Huff, head of the Bucks County School Board, who expresses her disdain for Cutler and his business partner, Daryl Landry, because they're sending homeless people to a facility near her schools. It's established that none of these people care about the well-being of the homeless population, and they're at odds because none of them want to deal with or help the impoverished individuals living on the street.

Mulder recovers a band-aid from Cutler's body, which lab techs confirm holds no organic or inorganic material — furthering the notion that the killer can't be human. He finds clues through street art located near the crime scene and learns that it was created by Trash Man, an anonymous street artist who has never been seen. Mulder concludes that he's "a mission-oriented killer who believes he's helping the homeless by eliminating those involved in relocation." He takes a break from the case to be with Scully at the hospital and, during this time, Nancy Huff is murdered in her home by the same non-human entity that killed Cutler. Moments after her mother dies, Scully demands to go back to Philadelphia to continue working the case.
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The agents track down Trash Man and, after an old-school chase through a warehouse complete with flashlights, they question him about the murders. He expresses that, not only do the homeless people have no voice, but they get treated like "trash, actual trash" by people like Cutler and Huff who simply want to move them out of their sight so they'll be someone else's problem. So, did this artist kill them? Not exactly — he created a piece of art called The Band-Aid Nose Man, who ultimately came to life and decided what he wanted to be. Trash Man acknowledges that he feels violent emotions towards the murder victims, but he's not responsible for their deaths because his creation takes his ideas and believes he's supposed to act on them.

As he explains all this, Scully appears to be lost in thought and consumed by flashbacks of William — but she's heard every word and tells Trash Man that he's responsible for the murders because he created the killer and did nothing to stop his violence. "You put it out of sight so that it wouldn't be your problem. But you're just as bad as the people that you hate," she explains. Of course, it's clear to viewers that she's also talking about her own situation — she blames herself for putting William "out of sight" and feels that she's still responsible for him.
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Scully and Mulder realize that Landry will be the next victim and they rush to find him, but he's murdered while they're in the building — and Mulder once again finds a band-aid next to the body. Although the case of the week in "Home Again" ultimately took a backseat to the storyline of Margaret Scully's death, it raised a number of important points about culpability and taking responsibility for what's happening around us. Scully's being heartbreakingly unfair to herself if she thinks she's "just as bad" as the people who targeted her son, but Trash Man's story relays a valid message about the dangers of turning a blind eye.

Everyone from Cutler to Huff to Trash Man refused to take responsibility for their actions, and it resulted in horrific mistreatment of the homeless population and three murders. Furthermore, there will be people who take over the murder victims' jobs and continue the vicious cycle — so these acts of vigilante justice did nothing to help the homeless. The case wasn't as fleshed out as a typical X-File, but it still managed to pack a punch and make an important point.
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