Analogy:  Everything is like Porn
The running joke after the Brownmiller discussion is that “everything is analogous to porn.”  Those traits of Porn as a Subject Y, in this case, are:

· propaganda:  
· systemic, organized dissemination of skewed information 
· regarding a specific demographic, population, race, religion, age,… sports team

· -ist: 
· classist, racist, sexist, ageist, …
· negative stereotypes

· illusion of equality:

· even if it has someone from the targeted group in a position of power, 
· it’s still classist, racist, sexist,  ageist, …

· it’s been so glossed over with the “patina of chic” that
· it’s accepted
· it’s become codified
· the targeted group is now doing it to themselves
· brainwashed (success of propaganda)

· “golden pheasants”

· Animal Farm
· although it’s a series of (sexually graphic) images, it is still a form of communication, a language, & the message (hidden values, beliefs) is negative

· we mimic what we see, read, listen to:  
· when we were young, it was our parents; 
· when we got to school, it was our friends and TV characters 
· … so there’s an element of mimicry, aping, mimetic behavior, conditioning (classical/operant)

· there’s an element of escalation:  
· desensitization, tolerance
· need more & more hard-core
· there’s an element of addiction
· makes us question free will:  
· is it really a choice
· how much is there when they’re in it & it’s not so easy to escape
· how much control do we really have over our lives, choices, attitudes, behaviors, likes/dislikes
· unreal reality:
· faux reality

· seems like reality but a lie

· "realistic" situation

· but fake behaviors, people, lines, emotions

· fake hair, lashes, Bo-Tox, lips, teeth, chin, nose

· YET it affects our reality, changes us, through conformity

· conformity:

· makes the participants change who they are

· conform to another's/the majority's/those in power ideas

· butcher self, torture self, permanently disfigure or deface or mark self

· tattoos, piercings, uncomfortable shoes/clothes/positions
