“EXPLAIN”

· After naming the resemblance in the Topic Sentence (X is like Y in terms of R#1), explain the resemblance in the next part.

· clarify of define the term, as you intend it

· For example, if you said X is like Y in terms of cost, then explain “cost” to us in a sentence or two. (no more than a sentence or two)

· Some of these are quite obvious (like cost), so you won’t need more than a sentence.

· **DON’T start illustrating X&Y in this part; that creates a repetitiveness in the paragraph. 

· Just explain or clarify the term.

· Perhaps “clarify” or “define” are better words I could use. 

· The point is, if readers don’t understand the resemblance, then they’ll be lost for the rest of the paragraph and won’t be able to follow your argument.
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· Remember the “sick-looking onion” design of our paragraphs: 

· the Name & Explain parts are brief
· introductory
· the Illustrate part is the longest/meatiest part

· here, writers move deductively from the General in the Name & Explain parts

· to the Specific

· with concrete, relevant examples to illustrate clearly the point

· and the Reiterate merely justifies the examples to the Claim you made in the Topic Sentence
· similar to a Conclusion










