ANALOGY: Non-Traditional Student
· X =

· non-traditional student 

· going back to school 

· after a layoff after high school, after the military, after a gap year, after raising a family, as getting let go from work

· ARGUMENT =

· to explain as you understand it

· (to traditional undergraduate, 18 y.o.)

· TRAITS =

· feel like they are speaking different language

· culture shock – feels like a different culture

· feel like you’re a step behind

· feel out of place, don’t belong

· feel like everybody is looking at you

· regret coming back

· regret taking the time off (should have gone right through)
· floored by the changes in technology

· seems like everybody is “getting it” so much faster, easier

· …

· don’t get references/allusions (culture shock)

· the language seems different (although familiar)

· can’t relate to their interests, problems, …

· speed of communication, media of communication

· technology seems to have changed so fast

· Possible Y = 

· traveling to foreign country

· “stranger in a strange land”

· Dorothy in Oz, Alice in Wonderland/down Rabbit Hole, Neo in Matrix

· living a dream/nightmare

· horror movie

· a bad decision of the young (smoking, drugs/alcohol, bad relationship, bad job, …)
