Analogy:  COLLEGE
· Possible Foci on that Subject:

· College for Young Adults 
· Humanities Education

· LCCC

· fresh start:

· new beginning 
· second chance

· last chance
· (what’s Subject Y?)

· delayed adulthood

· Peter Pan Syndrome

· regression

· to 2nd childhood

· one last spurt of innocence before have to grow up & get a real job

· (what’s Subject Y?)

· ivory tower

· safe place 

· to indulge in idealistic thinking

· to indulge in crazy ideas

· to experiment

· to work/figure things out (about your self, life, interests)

· (what’s Subject Y?)

· Y = VEGETABLES:

· College for young adults (or, Humanities Education)

· Vegetables or Broccoli for children
· have to

· do b/c told, b/c parents make you, not b/c you want to

· long-term benefits

· thankful in the long run

· glad they made you

· creates healthy habits

· cleans out the garbage clogging the system

· (alternate take on those who don’t want to be there:)
· don’t “have to” be there

· no laws

· no truancy

· unnecessary stress

· easy solution – just leave

· perhaps better if you weren’t (you)

· perhaps better if you weren’t (others around you)

· come back later

· after maturing

· after realizing its worth

· when you care

· “if” you come back at all
· it’s not for everybody

· College is like a McJob???
· College is like a Relationship/Dating??? 

· (before marriage)

· “girl, don’t go away mad; girl, just go away”

· “so often times it happens, that we live our in chains, & never even know we have the key”

· College is like Marriage 

· (not for everybody, don’t “have to” get married, sometimes people never find the “one” or relationships work w/o the official ceremonies)

· Y = FULL-TIME JOB: (OR, healthy relationship/strong marriage)
· you don’t work, you don’t get “paid”
· get out of it what you put into it

· the more you put into it, the more you get out of it

· right attitude

· effort

· professionalism –

· attitude

· dress?

· presentation of self

· presentation of work

· effort

· dedication

· hard work

· on time, prompt

· work late, put in the time

· care about the work

· identification with the “company”

· types of people –

· overachievers

· underachievers

· slackers

· cheaters

· those who don’t want to be there (see “vegetables” above)
· LCCC:  (College education = happiness, salvation, sobriety)
· “Last Chance Community College”
· how many of us

· how many times

· have we asked for a 2nd chance, another chance, just one more chance

· with work, from our boss

· with relationships, from our spouses, boy/girlfriends, lovers

· with friendships, from our friends

· with religion, from our god/s, higher powers

· with law, from police officers, lawyers, judges

· with family, from our parents, siblings, children

· perhaps our need arises from circumstances (beyond our control)

· perhaps, from our own devices, poor planning, procrastination, foolishness, arrogance, ineptness, carelessness, poor time management,….

· tell me again why a “last chance” is such a bad thing?

· if you need it, it’s great to have that opportunity, a safety net for life’s trapeze work

· if you don’t need it, great, congratulations, your first chance was your last chance, 

· but wasn’t it nice to know that it was there, just in case

· don’t you want your “last chance” to be the best, to be worth it

· when you’ve finally  met “the one” & settle down, does it really matter that it took you 3 marriages and/or a slew of failed relationships to get there – you’re happy!

· when you make it to heaven, it doesn’t matter to JC how many times you sinned & swore you’d never do it again, only to do it again & again & again – “the last will be first” – you finally got it right, repented, asked for his forgiveness, & stopped

· Alcoholics Anonymous doesn’t care how many times you “fell off the water wagon”; you made it, you’re sober, on your first chance or your last chance, who cares! You’re here now, let the rehabilitation begin

· How many sports stories does ESPN report on  - or makes into a 30 for 30 movie – that focuses on a player making the most of his or her last chance – Elway’s Super Bowl on his last chance, the slumping ballplayer who comes to the plate with 2 outs in the bottom of the last inning – and here’s another thing, their success on their last chance makes their achievement even sweater, greater, more mythic, the stuff of legends & Hollywood schlockumentaries
· On your last chance, aren’t you glad it was there, aren’t you glad it was the best, it was worth the wait
· Is LCCC the “last chance” for some people? Yes, it is. For all? No, but for some of its students it is.  And they receive a wonderful gift, the same wonderful gift that those who took only one chance to earn receive:  a college education.
· So who cares how many chances it took, even if it were the last one.

· College education, happiness, salvation, sobriety – these are wonderful gifts that should be treasured and we should welcome with arms wide open everyone in who obtains them, no matter the number of chance it took to do so.

· People /these gifts aren’t classified or ranked by date or chance – there’s no notation on any of them that records the number of chances it took; there’s only the notation that it was achieved

· the marriage certificate, the sobriety chip, the halo, & the graduation diploma – none have the notation for the number of attempts it took toward completion

· marriage, AA, heaven – none are classified or segregated based on the number of attempts it took to achieve

· we shouldn’t mock people for not getting things “right” on the first try (or second or third) – because first-time success is so often not the case in life, the exception more than the rule in life

· as for the quality of that last chance, the quality of the education – great – while last in chances, not last in quality (of education) – last in chances only, not in quality (education)

