ANALOGY
· AKA:  Resemblance Arguments
DEFINITION:
· In short, an analogy is a form of argument 
· in which you are discussing the resemblances 
· between Subject X and Subject Y 
· 2 previously unrelated topics
· in order to make a larger point concerning Subject X.
· far beyond X = Y

ARGUING SIDEWAYS:
· Arguing by analogy is a different way to argue a point

· less direct, more sideways

· Rather than making a claim about your Subject X and supporting it with reasons, facts, examples, …

· as in the IOE paper

· You are connecting your Subject X to something already known, Subject Y

· and transferring its traits onto Subject X

· This is the source of its strength and its weakness

TRANSFERENCE:
· X = unknown

· Y = known

· transferring the traits, feelings about, ethical stance on, understanding of, rules or laws regarding Subject Y

FLAWS:
· not proof, but a figure of speech

· collapses when critically examined

· find more differences than resemblances, more significant differences

· the transference = not proof
· often become CLICHES

· Logical Fallacies:

· False Analogy (more differences)

· Card Stacking (looking at only the resemblances)

· Ad Misericordiam (abuse of pathos)

· Loaded Language (emotionally charged words, events, precedents)

REDEMPTION:
· Admit differences

· Avoid highly emotional words, events – pathos

· Use the analogy as one argument among many

· AVOID:

· Clichés (if it’s on a bumper sticker or tee shirt, avoid – and create your own)
· Comparison Essay:  2 subjects of the same class, w/ equal number of Resemblances & Differences

· Example Essay:  merely listing the reasons against X w/no mention of Y

PRE-WRITING:
· Determine your Subject X 

· much as you did for the IOE – something you’re interested in, passionate about

· Determine your argument about Subject X

· for OR against, OR better understanding

· List the traits of Subject X that support that argument

· (stopping here would be an Example Essay)

· Find possible Subject Ys that fit some (not all) of those traits

· these subjects should be unrelated to, outside the class of Subject X

· the 2 subjects should share no fewer than 4 significant resemblances
· the subjects should have more resemblances than differences

Faulty Parallelism:
· items in a series (usually) must be of the same grammatical structure

· 3 nouns, 3 “because” clauses, 3 prepositional phrases

· make your 2 subjects parallel in Structure 

· make your 4 resemblances Parallel in Structure

GENERAL OUTLINE:
(7 total paragraphs)

TITLE
· X Is like Y
INTRODUCTION

· Introduce the subjects (X, its traits, Y)

· ends w/Analogy Statement (thesis)
DIFFERENCES

· 3 most obvious

· All in ONE paragraph
RESEMBLANCES

· ONE resemblance per paragraph

· Name the resemblance BOTH subjects share

· Explain or define that resemblance

· Illustrate it for Subject Y

· Illustrate it for Subject X
· Reiterate the resemblance that both share
R. #1

R. #2

R. #3

R. #4 (most significant)
CONCLUSION

· repeat your analogy

· repeat your main points (resemblances)

· SO WHAT?!

· make explicit your ARGUMENT, PURPOSE
· your argument about Subject X
· much more than X & Y share some resemblances
· by connecting it to Subject Y, what do we learn about Subject X, how do we see Subject X differently, what should we do about Subject X,….
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